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King condoles family of pilot 

~ Majesty King Abdullah Sunday con- 

FhS AbduI ^ Habashneh. snAfr 

_Hra pilM who died in a fighter jei crash five davs ago dur- 

Du ™Sibe v isitioiheHabashndifem- 
^^^^mKarakgDTOBorafeKing 
by HRH Prince Hashim and offi 
n r J; «V«* a bout needs of *e pilot's family and direct- 

^thai they he attended to. The Habashneh tribes renewal 
their allegiance to the King and to the Hashemite Throne. A 
iruhiar} spokesman earlier said the plane crashed Wednesday 
morning during a routine training flight The spokesman said 
the two pilots on board the two-seater R5 jet ejected. The 
trainee survived, but the trainer, Habashneh, died upon 
mpacting the ground. Habashneh, 37, was laid to rest on 
Thursday in Rakin. 
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Israel launches offensive in 
Lebanon after top general killed 

Further military actions ‘on land, by sea and in the air” promised 
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Agencies 

ISRAELI LEADERS vowed 
to retaliate "on land, by sea and 
in the air" after the Islamist 
militia Hizbollah killed Israel’s 
top general in occupied south 
Lebanon on Sunday. 

While Israeli artillery and 
w arplanes pounded suspected 
Hizbollah bases and other tar- 
gets deep inside Lebanon, 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu announced that 
f Israel had “hit back and we are 
ready to strike even more 
strongly” following the killing 
of Brigadier General Erez Ger"- 
stein. 

General Shaul Mofaz, the 
chief of military staff, said 
Israeli forces would continue 
“these offensive actions on 
land, by sea and in the air.” 

Mofaz said the airstrikes 
were pan of a military action 
thar would continue “as long as 
needed." 

Gerstein was lolled with two 
other soldiers and an Israeli 
journalist when Hizbollah det- 
onated a roadside bomb next to 
their convoy in the buffer zone 
Israel occupies in south 
Lebanon. 

0 It was the second major set- 
back inflicted by Hizbollah on 
Israel in five days after tire 
movement's guerrillas killed 
me commander of an elite 
Israeli paratroop unit and two 
of his lieutenants in south 
Lebanon. 

Netanyahu, who is in a tough 
race for reelection in May 
polls, told a press conference at 
the defence ministry that Israeli 
w arplanes had already targened 
.1 Hizbollah headquarters in the 
Bekaa "while being careful not 
10 cause any civilian casual- 
ties." 

Mofaz said Israel adhered to 
a three-year-old understanding 
with the Hizbollah to avoid 
civilian uugets. 



An Israeli assault helicopter flies dose to the israel-Lebanon border in northern 
Israel on Sunday. Israel promised a sustained offensive In Lebanon following the 
death of Israeli Brig. Gen. Erez Gerstein, the chief laison officer between Israel and 
the SLA, who was killed in a Hizbollah attack in southern Lebanon ( AP photo) 


In Beirut. Lebanese Prime 
Minister Salim Hoss said be 
had asked for U.S. and French 
assistance to halt the Israeli air 
strikes on Lebanon. 

"Lebanon is again a victim of 
Israeli aggressions which tar- 
geted civilians and safe 
regions," he told AFP. 

“This is a violation against 
Lebanese sovereignty,” he said 
Hoss said he had contacted 


French Ambassador to 
Lebanon Daniel Jouanneau 
and U.S. Charge d’ Affaires 
David Hill for assistance in get- 
ting Israeli to halt its bombard- 
ment of Lebanon. 

There was no immediate 
word in Lebanon on casualties 
from the Israeli strikes, but 
ambulances rushed to the scene 
of the attack on Baalbek. 

“That is the main headquar- 


ters of the Hizbollah in the 
Bekaa in Baalbek — a target 
which has not been attacked for 
years,” Mofaz told the news 
conference. “It lies in the heart 
of the city of Baalbek, and we 
saw fit to attack thar target 
because that is a hard and 
painful blow to Hizbollah in 
eveiy way." 

He said other sites hit includ- 
ed Hizbollah depots for ammu- 


nition. Katyusha rockets and 
other military equipment. 

Lebanese security officials, 
speaking on condition of 
anoyrrrity, said the planes 
struck in Baalbek and in the 
hills and valleys facing the 
Israeli-occupied zone in south- 
ern Lebanon. 

They said a Palestinian base 
at Naameh, eight kilometres 
south of Beirut, was also 
attacked by Israeli planes. No 
casualties were reported there. 
The base belongs to the Syrian- 
backed Popular Root for the 
Liberation of Palestine-General 
Command. 

The planes' targets ranged 
from 10 to 100 kilometres from 
the Israeli border. 

“This strike is indicative of 
our determination,” Netanyahu 
said. 

“This is not our last 
response,” added Netanyahu’s 
hawkish new defence minister, 
Moshe Arens. 

Hizbollah 's leader. Sheikh 
Hassan NasraDah, bailed his 
g uerrill as' ‘Victorious" killing 
of Gerstein on Sunday as a 
turning point for future resis- 
tance operations. 

“This new victory will 
undoubtedly be the start of a 
great turning point in the oper- 
ations of the resistance and the 
hopes of the people,” said Nas- 
raliah in a statement in Beirut. 

“It will leave important 
effects on the nations of the 
region, particularly in Lebanon 
and Palestine,” said the group’s 
secretary general. 

“With foe wretched Zionist 
general, falls the great myth.” 
he said, referring to the Israeli 
army’s tough image. 

‘It made our confidence 
grow in God and in foe capa- 
bility of the resistance to liber- 
ate [the land] and shape the 
future,” he added. 

(Continued on page 7) 



His Majesty King Abdullah and Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu begin 
their first official meeting in Amman on Sunday (Photo by Yousef ‘Allan.) 

Kina. Israeli PM hold first official meeting 

Netanyahu reaffirms 
ties with Jordan, blames 
PNA for peace deadlock 


By Amy Henderson 

AMMAN — Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu yesterday sought to 
smooth feathers ruffled in 
Amman over remarks be made 
last week that called into ques- 
tion the Kingdom’s commit- 
ment to peace. 

Following Ms first official 
meeting with His Majesty 
King Abdullah, Netanyahu 
appeared in front of reporters 
along with Prime Minister 
Eayez Tarawneh to set the 
record straight on his com- 
ments, made to students at 
Israel’s Bar Han University, 
that caused a furore in political 
circles here and scandalised 
the left-leaning press in Israel. 

“I do not beb'eve that Jordan 
is weak,” Netanyahu told 
reporters during a press confer- 
ence at Basman Palace. “I 
believe Jordan is strong. It has 


a stable government, a clear 
direction and a clear policy of 
peace and stability not only 
with Israel but in the entire 
area. 

“[Israel] views with under- 
standing and appreciation 
improved relations between 
Jordan and other states,” he 
said. “These things are very 
dear and consistent with 
everything that I’ve said and 
everything that I believe.’' 

The prune minister and Ms 
retinue maintained that his 
statements were taken out of 
context, and in a diplomatic 
offensive, Netanyahu called 
Agence France Presse Amman 
Bureau offering a statement of 
clarification. Yesterday, aides 
distributed excerpts from his 
Bar Han speech to reporters. 

“There is another danger 
that, in my view, is die most 
important and which we have 
not discussed in the past: the 


armament of a radical regime, 
such as Saddam Hussein’s, 
with Don-conventional 

weapons.” Netanyahu said. 

“We have to [consider] what 
will happen to us on the day 
that Saddam Hussein 
[acquires] nuclear weapons. 
What wiH happen to us? What 
happened the last time Sad- 
dam was very strong? Who 
joined Mm? Jordan, under 
King Hussein, who is truly the 
knight of peace, a man who 
signed peace with us and even 
wanted to do so in 1990. Pfeace 
was in his nature. In 1991, he 
joined Saddam. Why? 
Because Iraq was very strong.™ 
What will [a nuclear Iraq] do 
to its neighbours? What win it 
do to Jordan? It will put file 
whole region in danger and file 
eastern border as welL 

( Continued 00 page 7) 
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Three dead in U.S. attacks, vital 
oil pipeline damaged, Iraq says 
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Agencies 

THREE IRAQIS were killed, 
including a child, and several 
vnhers were injured Sunday in 
U.S. air raids on “farming vil- 
lages" in the northern no-fly 
zone, an Iraqi military 
Npokesman said as Baghdad 
_ reported a vital oil pipeline had 
"also been hit 

’The crows have once again 
\ iokited our airspace in the 
north where they released their 
hateful bombs against farming 
\ ilbges in die Ninevah 
province, killing three innocent 
civilians.” he said, quoted by 
die official INA news agency. 

Three-year-old Mohsen 
Ibrahim and a shepherd. 
Mohammad Hussein, were 
among the dead, he said, 
adding that several other “citi- 
zens" were injured — leaving 
ii unclear whether they were 
civilians or soldiers. 

"Our valiant anti-aireraft 
defences resisted the 'ile 
mLNsassim. forcing them to flee 
1, 1 their harmful bases where 
they took oft' in Turkey." the 
spokesman said. 

The chief planning official at 
Iraq's oil ministry said later 
that a control station for an 
Iraqi-Turkish pipeline was hit, 
halting the flow of oil through 
the site. 

FJeh Hassan Ai Khayvai 
said half of Iraq’s crude exports 
pa>s through the pipeline, 
which links oil fields in die 
northern city of Kirkuk with 
the Turkish port of Ceyhan on 

the Mediterranean. 

% -The attack inflicted severe 
damage to the facilities of the 


station” and caused the “mar- 
tyrdom of one of the station's 
attendants and the severe 
wounding of two others,” he 
said, adding that no Iraqi anti- 
aircraft site was Icoated near 
the facility. 

It was unclear if the station’s 
employee was one of the three 
people Iraq said earlier had 
died 

Khayvai said the man killed . 
was an observer, employed by 
the Iraqi government, who 
worked with the U.N. oil-for- 
food programme that monitors 
the flow through the pipeline. 

A Turkish official at the Cey- 
han oil terminal, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, con- 
firmed that the flow had 
stopped and said an anack had 
hit “energy transmission lines 
of a communications centre," 
which operates the pipeline, 
early Sunday evening. 

“The anack resulted in the 
stoppage of crude oil pumping 
through the Iraqi -Turkish 

pipeline export system.” he 
said 

“We are assessing the dam- 
age and assessing when we 
can eventually repair it, and 
what it requires,” Khayyat said 

‘This attack constitutes 
another irony because it comes 
while the U.N. executives 
declare that more financial 
funds are required to cover the 
requirements of the oD-for- 
food programme" the UN. 
agreement allowing Iraq to 
export limited amounts of oil 
in order to buy necessities. 

“It also exposes the lying 
claims of the U.S. administra- 
tion officials saying that they 


Arab League asks U.S., 
Britain to stop attacking Iraq 

CAIRO CAP] — The Arab League urged the United States and 
Britain on Sunday to "‘immediately cease all militaiy acts” in 
Iraq and seek a diplomatic solution. The statement by the 22- 
member league came hours after U.S. planes attacked Iraqi air 
defence sites after coming tinder fire in the northern part of the 
country. “The secretariaTgeneral calls on the United Stales of 
America and Britain to cease immediately all militaiy acts and 
to resort to diplomatic solutions in dealing with Iraq, according 
to related [UN.] Security Council resolutions,” the 22-member 
league said in a statement faxed to the Associated Press. The 
league said the attacks were causing death and destroying Iraq’s 
facilities and infrastructure. Iraqi Fbreign Minister Mohammad 
Said Al Sahftaf said last week that the air strikes were in prepa- 
ration for a ground attack on Iraq. 


endeavour to alleviate the hard- 
ships of the Iraqi people,” he 

a fkWt. 

The U.S. said in a statement 
earlier from Inciriik air base in 
Turkey that U.S. F-I5e fighter 
jets launched three air-to- 
ground missiles and dropped 
three laser-guided bombs on 
an Iraqi air defense headquar- 
ters and radio relay site in the 
northern no-fly zone in 
response to Iraqi anti-aircraft 
fire. 

It said F-15e$ also dropped 
two GBU-12 and three GBU- 
24 precision guided bombs 
near the northern Iraqi town of 
MosuL 

There was no damage to 
coalition aircraft and damage 
to Iraqi forces “is currently 
under assessment" the state- 
ment said. 

The Iraqi spokesman said 1 1 
formations of “enemy” planes, 
supported by AWACS radar 


aircraft penetrated Iraqi air 
space at 1000 GMT and left at 
1342 GMT after 21 sorties 
over the northern Dohuk, Etfafl 
and Ninevah provinces. 

Iraqi Vice President Taha 
Yassin Ramadan said his coun- 
try will “never" step fighting 
U.S. and British aircraft that fly 
over Iraq. 

**We are going to continue 
the fight. We can't consider the 
losses as much as the nation’s 
defense,” be told reporters. 

On Saturday, Iraq said U.S.- 
Brirish attacks in foe south left 
23 Iraqis wounded. 

The United States and 
Britain have been staging regu- 
lar raids on Iraqi air defences in 
die no-fly zones since Decem- 
ber's Desert Fox Mr strikes. 

Those strikes were launched 
after Baghdad’s reported 
refusal to cooperate with U.N. 
weapons inspectors. 


King, Abbas hold talks on bilateral ties, peace 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Abdullah on 
Sunday received the secre- 
tary general of the Palestine 
liberation Organisation’s 
Executive Committee, Mah- 
moud Abbas, for talks on 
bilateral relations and the 
peace process. 

During the meeting, Abbas 
briefed King Abdullah on the 


status of the Palestinian- 
Israeli peace negotiations 
and the Palestinian National 
Authority's efforts to remove 
obstacles to the process. 

The King stressed Jordan's 
support for the Palestinian 
people in securing their legit- 
imate rights and establishing 
an independent state on their 
national soil. 


King Abdullah also 
emphasised the importance 
of exerting aH possible 
efforts in order to achieve a 
just, comprehensive and 
durable peace in the region. 

Abbas expressed the Pales- 
tinian leadership’s apprecia- 
tion for the Kingdom’s sup- 
port. 

HRH Prince Talal Ben 


Mohammad, Foreign Minis- 
ter Abdul Hah Khatib, Gener- 
al Intelligence Department 
Director Samih Barrikhi and 
other Jordanian and Palestin- 
ian officials attended the 
meeting. 

Abbas later visited the 
grave of King Hussein and 
recited verses from Holy 
Koran. 


‘JTC expected to announce plans 
for mobile phone service by March’ 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Jordan Telecommunica- 
tions Company (JTC) is 
expected to announce plans 
for introducing its mobile 
telephone service by the 
end of March and will 
invite competitors to partic- 
ipate in this service by 
2002, Prime Minister Fayez 
Tarawneh announced Sun- 
day. 

Speaking to the press after 
a visit to the JTC to discuss 
future plans with its man- 
agement Tarawneh said the 
JTC is one of Jordan's 
major companies providing 
distinguished and essential 
services to the public (see 
related story on page 3). 

The prime minister said 
the government which cur- 
rently owns the JTC, should 
not folly control the compa- 
ny in the ftiture nor should 
such a privilege be granted 
to any single party’. 

The government will soon 
take a decision on the pri- 
vatisation of the company 
now that the idea of a strate- 


gic partner has been 
dropped, said Tarawneh, 
who pointed out that the 
government wiH open the 
door first to Jordanian 
investors, companies and 
banks to acquire equity in 
the company and later offer 
the opportunity to other 
investors from Arab states 
or funds. He added that a 
ceiling will be set for such 
shares so that no single 
party can have overall con- 
trol of the company's oper- 
ations. 

Tarawneh said the govern- 
ment is giving due concern 
and attention to granting the 
private sector the opportu- 
nity to invest in the King- 
dom’s vital economic sec- 
tors. 

Speaking at the meeting, 

attended by the JTC's board 
chairman, general manager 
and senior assistants, the 
prime minister commended 
the company’s work, noting 
that since it was trans- 
formed into a company it 
has been progressing well 


on a commercial basis as 
stipulated under the 1995 
Telecommunications Law. 

The JTC should work 
until (he end of its conces- 
sion in 2002 to raise its effi- 
ciency and standards to 
enable it to have a competi- 
tive edge. 

Referring to the compa- 
ny's plans to introduce its 
own mobile phone service, 
Tarawneh said the JTC 
should deal with all matters 
connected with the project- 
ed service in a transparent 
manner in order to win 
credibility and reassure 
investors that Jordan is a 
state of law and institutions 
that protects and safeguards 
investors’ rights. 

Reiterating that the gov- 
ernment will go ahead with 
the privatisation process. 
Tarawneh said the govern- 
ment and the JTC's board 
are determined to arrive at 
the best possible formula 
for the process with assis- 
tance from financial consul- 
tants who will be engaged 


to offer their views. 

An agreement has been 
reached to hold an enlarged 
meeting grouping the Min- 
istry of Post and Telecom- 
munications, the JTC and 
other concerned parties, 
including the Cabinet, to 
reach a consensus on the 
sale of part of the compa- 
ny’s shares to the private 
sector as stipulated by law. 

JTC General Manager 
Maxnoun Balqar outlined 
the company’s plans, and 
Senior Engineer Moham- 
mad Qarqash noted that all 
public requests for tele- 
phone services will be met 
by the end of 1999. 

Qarqash said the JTC is 
planning to instaU 100,000 
new telephone lines by the 
year 2003. 

The company's mobile 
phone service wiH be the 
second in the country after 
that of the Jordan Mobile 
Telephone Services 
(Fastlink), whose exclusivi- 
ty period ended last 
November. 
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Saudi Arabia set for 
two million pilgrims 


DUBAI (R) — Saudi Arabia 
has almost completed safety 
measures aimed at preventing 
a repeat of previous tragedies 
as this year’s Haj begins. 

With up to two million peo- 
ple on the move over the com- 
ing month, the biggest 
headaches are likely to be pre- 
venting fire, ensuring water 
supplies and avoiding stam- 
pedes. 

A blaze in 1997 killed 343 
pilgrims while up to 119 peo- 
ple died in a stampede last yean 

Planeloads of pilgrims from 
around the world have started 
arriving in the Red Sea port of 
Jeddah from where they are 
taken to the nearby Holy City 
of Mecca in the west of the 
country. 

Diplomats said most mea- 
sures were in place, from doc- 
tors, water supplies and securi- 
ty to transport for the pilgrims' 
who flock (o the kingdom from 
around the world. “It all seems 
in place. The emphasis this 
year is ‘do your best to help 
avoid any tragedies'.” said one 
Asian diplomat. 

The diplomats said this 
year's haj will see fewer pil- 
grims front Asia, mostly due to 
the region's economic crisis. 

For example, only around 
72,000 were expected from 


Indonesia, down from last 
year's 200,000. 

The pilgrimage reaches a cli- 
max on March 26 this year 
with the march to Mount 
Arafat, site of Prophet 
Mohammad's last sennon 14 
centuries ago. 

Half the pilgrims — both 
Saudis and foreign residents 
— come from inside the king- 
dom and the other half from 
abroad 

The kingdom in the past 
month issued warnings against 
using gas cylinders, approved 
plans to avert stampedes and 
completed a second phase to 
erect fire-proof tents. 

Up to 10.000 medical staff 
have been put on round-the- 
clock call, health ministry offi- 
cials said 

The tent project and the ban 
on gas cylinders started after 
the 1997 blaze which Saudi 
authorities blamed on pilgrims 
who tried to cook a meal on a 
gas fire inside a tent. Officials 
said huge water containers 
have been erected on hilltops 
overlooking the tent city on the 
plains of Mena to be used in 
extinguishing fires. 

Pilgrimage Affairs Minister 
Mahmoud Mohammad Safar 
said the kingdom also planned 
to regulate the use of a bridge 


where the fetal 1998 stampede 
took place. 

Saudi newspapers said on 
Sunday authorities had started 
issuing special Haj permits for 
Saudis and foreign residents. 

The kingdom this year limit- 
ed Saudi citizens to one Haj 
every five yens to cut down on 
the growing number of Mus- 
lims performing the ritual — 
one of the five pillars of Islam. 

Haj this year will not be free 
of political controversy over 
Iraqi and Iranian pilgrims. 

UN. Security Council mem- 
bers agreed this month to allow 
Iraqi pilgrims to receive funds 
through a neutral international 
organisation so they could 
make the pilgrimage to Mecca. 

Poor Iraqis lack access to 
needed funds due to UN. eco- 
nomic and financial sanctions. 
Last year an Iraqi plane made 
an unauthorised flight to Saudi 
Arabia with sick and elderly 
pilgrims. 

Iran, as in the past, called for 
rallies against the United States 
and Israel at Haj in defiance of 
a Saudi ban against political 
activities during the event. 

In 1987, 402 people, mostly 
I ranians were killed in clashes 
with Saudi security forces at an 
Iranian-led rally. Iran boy- 
cotted the Haj for force years. 


Gulf War ghosts still haunt Iraq eight years on 


BASRA (R) — Iraqi soldiers 
squint into the sun as they 
hunch behind anti-aircraft 
weapons. Children cower at 
the sound of Western war- 
planes while families slap 
mortar on brick to rebuild 
houses destroyed in missile 
attacks. 

Eight years after the Feh 
28 Gulf War ceasefire, it 
seems little has changed in 
the southern Iraqi town of 
Basra. Here the problem is 
not that history repeats itself. 
It’s that it just doesn’t go 
away. 

“The war is still here, itis 
continuing. War is^orr wen 
now wqfrtraq/ said Nazlfri 
Naem, playing backgammon 
in an afiey near his gold shop 
as men looked on murmuring 
in agreement 

Basra was a frontline city 
during the Iran -Iraq war 
when in 1987 it came within 
Iranian artillery range. In the 
42-day Gulf War which 
ended Iraq's occupation of 
Kuwait, it was attacked with 
missiles. 

In the wake of the ceasefire, 
a Shiite uprising erupted in 
Basra and spread to towns in 
Iraq's mostly Shiite south. 

Now residents wake up to 
the sound of air raid sirens as 
Western warplanes enforce 
their patrols of the no-fly 
zones in the town about 550 
km south of Baghdad. 

In January. U.S. missiles hit 
houses in Basra's Shiite slum 


of Jumhouriya, where ragged 
children frolic at the edges of 
sewage in the dirt streets. 
Seventeen people died. 

‘We were playing in the 
street when the missile 
struck,” said 10-year-old 
Alawi as he stood watching 
workers rebuild a house 
destroyed in the attack. ‘It 
must have been one of those 
smart missiles, because it hit 
us." the United States says it 
tries to avoid civilian targets. 
Basra is one of several south- 
ern regions over which the 
flights are conducted and 
since mid-December., when 
the no-jlv patrols intensified 
the province has come under 
attack. “Now we are all 
afraid The children run and 
hide," said Rasmia Qassira, 
pulling her black chador 
tightly around her. Analysts 
say the United States and 
Britain are waging a war of 
attrition in Iraq by enforcing 
the zones set up after the Gulf 
War to protect southern Shi- 
ites and Kurds in foe north. 
Iraq asked UN. Secretary 
General Kofi Annan this 
month to stop what be called 
the “low-intensity, high tech” 
air campaign launched by the 
Western planes and has 
stepped up its attempts to 
confront the aircraft with 
anti-aircraft units. 

“We are hoping in the very 
near future that they are 
taughL.ja lesson." Iraqi Oil 
Minister Amir Mohammed 


Rashid said in B aghdad on 
Sunday. 

Gulf war ghosts also haunt 
U.S. policy towards Iraq 
since then-President George 
Bush urged Iraqis on March 
1, 1991, to overthrow Iraqi 
leader Saddam Hussein. 

U.S. President Bill Gin- 
ton's administration has 
made it no secret it wants to 
get rid of the Iraqi leader by 
setting up a special fund of 
more than $90 milli on, 
pledging to work more close- 
ly with the exiled opposition 
and appointing an envoy. ... 

. Eight years later .the .Iraqi , 
leader who Bush once called 
a “wacko” is still in power 

Saddam's image is hard to 
miss on the larger-than-life 
murals along the narrow road 
south from Baghdad to 
Basra. 

There he is in Arab head- 
dress or Jaunty in Beret A 
central Basra mural has him 
in a light blue leisure suit 

Baghdad moved quickly to 
quash reports of widespread 
Shiite protests against the 
government after the assassi- 
nation on Feb.19 of popular 
Shiite cleric Grand Ayatollah 
Mohammad Mohammad 
Sadeq A1 Sadr in the southern 
town of Najaf. 

While diplomats have said 
the reports were exaggerated, 
independent assessments are 
difficult in a country where 
journalists do not have unhin- 
dered access. 



ARAFAT'S OPPONENT LAID TO REST: Crying Palestinian women carry 
flowers at the fonuxal of Samiha Khalil in Ramallah, on Sunday. Khalil, a 
social worker and political activist who challenged Yasser Arafat in the race 
for president of the Palestinian National Authority, died Friday night in 
Ramallah Hospital from heart attack at the age of 76 (AP photo) 

Kurdish rebel leader sheds 
light on days as fugitive 


ANKARA ( AFP) — Kur- 
dish rebel leader Abdullah 
Ocalan has shed light on 
his time as a fugitive, 
seeking asylum in coun- 
tries across Europe, 
before his capture by a 
Turkish commando, the 
Turkish press reported 
Sunday. 

Ocalan, leader of the 
Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK), was forced out of 
his long-term base in 
Syria on Oct. 9 as Damas- 
cus bowed to military 
threats from Ankara. 

Turkey bad long sought 
Ocalan's arrest on treason 
charges linked to the 
FKK's 15-year aimed 
struggle for a Kurdish 
homeland in southeastern 
Turkey. 

Ocalan was finally 
snatched by a Turkish 
commando on Feb. 15 in 
Kenya as he travelled to 
the aitport after spending 
12 days sheltering-in the - 
Greek ambassador’s resi- 
dence in Nairobi. 

He was flown back to 
Turkey where he is await- 
ing trial on the prison 
island of Imrali in the 
Marmara Sea. If found 
guilty, he could face the 
death penalty. 

Ocalan's capture fol- 
lowed a desperate journey 
across Europe which 
included arrest in Italy 
and an odyssey aboard a 
private plane turned away 
from airport after airport 
— as Turkey upped pres- 
sure on European leaders 
to return the fugitive to 
Ankara. 

From Syria, Ocalan 
boarded a plane for 
Greece, the Turkish press 
reported, adding Ocalan 
claims he was treated 
badly by Greek authori- 
ties and forced out of the 


country. 

Arriving in Moscow, 
Ocalan was aided by 
ultra-nationalist Deputy 
Vladimir Zhirinovsky. 
But after 33 days he was 
forced to leave due to 
pressure from Prime Min- 
ister Yevgeny Primakov, 
the press reported. 

Ocalan fled to Italy, 
where he was arrested at 
Rome airport in Novem- 
ber by police acting on 
international warrants. 

But Italy refused to 
extradite Ocalan as he 
could face the death 
penalty if returned to 
Turkey. The move 
sparked a bitter diplomat- 
ic row between Rome and 
Ankara and led to a boy- 
cott of Italian goods in 
Turkey. 

Germany, meanwhile, 
which had also issued a 
warrant for Ocalan’s 
arrest refused to demand 
his extradition- -amid fears 
over the. reaction of its 
own large 'ftirkish and 
Kurdish populations. 

An Italian court ruled 
Ocalan was free to go — 
but Italian authorities 
made it clear he was not 
welcome to stay in the 
country, Ocalan was quot- 
ed as saying. He was 
escorted to Rome airport 
on Jan. 16 and left on 
board a private plane. 

Ocalan said he returned 
to Moscow but was 
denied permission to stay. 

Earlier reports said his 
plane was also denied 
permission to land in the 
Netherlands and in sever- 
al other European coun- 
tries. 

He then flew back to 
Greece, after being 
assured by two secret ser- 
vice agents he would be 
given shelter, the Turkish 


press reported. 

Instead, Ocalan said he 
was taken to Minsk where 
he waited four hours for a 
flight overnight Jan. 31 
before returning to 
Greece a third time. 

“I was taken on Feb. 2 to 
Nairobi after Greece and 
other European countries 
refused to have me.” 
Ocalan said. 

Greek embassy officials 
promised him a 1 passport 
and safe passage to South 
Africa. “But they did not 
keep their promise " he 
said. 

“I was in a car belong- 
ing to a Kenyan official 
and the Greek ambas- 
sador was accompanying 
me in a second car. On the 
way to the aiiport I 
realised what had hap- 
pened to me," he said, 
referring to his capture. 

Ocalan's capture caused 
a wave of protests, some 
violent, across Europe 'as- 
Kurds stormed Greek and 
Kenyan embassies 

demanding his release. 

Greek Prime Minister 
Costas Simitis is fighting 
for his political survival 
after sacking three minis- 
ters over the Ocalan affair. 

Political leaders and 
human rights groups, 
meanwhile, fear Turkey 
will not grant Ocalan a 
fair trial.. 

On Sunday, Italian 
Prime Minister Massimo 
D’Alema added his voice 
to those calling for jus- 
tice, saying: “We are 
against terrorism and for 
Turkish territorial integri- 
ty. but we will not give up 
our support for democrat- 
ic principles." 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Liberal cleric in Iran thrown into jail 

TEHRAN (AFP) — A liberal cleric clow 

Mohammad Khatami, was arrested late Saturday and jaded* 

Evin prison in Tehran, the official 1RNA 

Sunday. Hojatoleslam Mohsen Kadivar is *soclose tolfoeral or- 

cles and to Sdent AyatoDah Hossein-Ali 
once tipped to become the nation’s spiritual 'guide but w toft* 
into disgrace in 1989. Kadivar s amsst was oida^bya ^^ 
refigious tribunal set up in 1985 by the founder of the torac 
Republic, Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, to rule on offences 
implicating members of the Shiite clergy in Iran. 

Iran slams U.S. human rights report 

TEHRAN (R) — Iran on Sunday angrily rejected a U.S. j 
State Department report rating the country's human rights 
record as “poor" despite some recent improvements, tot - 1 
eign Ministry spokesman Hamid Reza Asefi said the report 
was designed to distract public opinion from human ngnts j 
abuses in the United States, and showed Washington s con- 
tinued hostility towards Iran. “American society is niore , 
than ever suffering from startling human rights abuses such 
as racism, xenophobia and the regular violation ot the ngnts . 
of children and women," he said in remarks broadcast on , 
television. 

Amendment lets president be party member 

KHARTOUM (AFP) — Sudanese President Omar Ai 
Bashir has signed amendments in the armed forces law, 
including a new provision that allows a military supreme 
commander to be a member of a political party. All military 
individuals have until now been prohibited by law from any 
political party affiliati on, but this provision has now been 
modified to exempt a military supreme commander from 
this ban, thus allowing General Bashir to continue as chair- 
man of the National Congress Party. 

Kenyan woman has twins in plane 

NICOSIA (R) — A Kenyan woman went into premature 
labour and gave birth to twins in a plane flying over Cyprus 
on Sunday, authorities said. Grace Akosha. who was 30 
weeks pregnant, gave birth to a boy and a girl on a Gulf Air 
flight from Birmingham, England, to Bahrain. A doctor on 
board the aircraft supervised the delivery while the pilot 
marie an emergency landing at Cyprus' Lamaea Airport 

Yemeni publicly executed for murder 

SANAA (AFP) — A Yemeni man found guilty of murder 
was publicly executed Sunday in the southern province of 
Dhamar before a large crowd, the official news agency 
SABA said. Nine people have been executed so far this year 
in Yemen, according to an AFP count 

'Plane taking Ocalan stopped in Israel’ 

TEL AVTV I AFP) — A lawyer for Abdullah Ocalan said 
the Kurdish rebel leader believes that a plane taking him 
to Turkey following his capture by Turkish agents in 
Kenya made a stopover in Israel, Israel Radio reported 
Sunday. “Ocalan told me he believes that the plane taking 
him back to Turkey stopped a first time, possibly in 
Egypt, and then a second time in Israel." the radio quoted 
attorney Ahmet Zeki Okcuoglu saying in an interview. 

Saudi Arabia executes citizen for murder 

RIYADH (R) — Saudi Arabia on Sunday executed a man 
convicted of stabbing to death another Saudi Arabian 
national in a dispute, the interior ministry said. A ministry 
statement read on state television said the man was put to 
death in the Holy City of Mecca after he had been convict- 
ed of killing his victim with a dagger. It said the death sen- 
tence was carried out after higher judicial bodies endorsed it 
and following a royal decree. 

Probe begun after foetus found in jet 

ROME (AP) — Italian authorities Sunday were trying to 
track down Egyptian passengers after a fetus was found in 
the airliner's toilet following its arrival in Rome. Italian 
news reports said the foetus was found by cleaning crew 
working to unclog a toilet aboard the jetliner, which had 
landed Saturday evening on a flight from Cairo. By the time 
the seven-month -old fetus was found, the flight's passengers 
had already left the airport the reports said. 
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CHURCHES 

St Mar)' of Nazareth Church 
Swofieh, TeL 5920740 
, Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
4632785 

St Joseph Church TeL 4624590 
Terra Sancla Church TeL 4622366 
Anglican Church TeL 
4624S53/4624811. 

St Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church TeL 477 1751. 

Amman International Church 
TeL 5865897 


German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation TeL 5G8S404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 5811295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
St John the Baptist at De la 
Salle College Tel. 566 1 757 
Church of the Annunciation Tel. 
4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 

Church of Presentation, Swei- 
fieh Tel. 5920146 
The Uniate Catholic Church 
Tel. 4624757 

The English-Language Catholic 
Parish TeL 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
4892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
46280S2 

The Armenian Catholic Church 
4771331 

The Armenian Orthodox 

Church Tel. 4775261 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 

Temperatures are expected to rise 
slightly, skies partly cloudy, and 
winds northeasterly moderate. In 
Aqaba, skies will be partly cloudy, 
rainy, winds northerly active, and 
seas choppy. 


MuiTMax. temp. 

Amman. 06/17 

Aqaba. 12/21 

Deserts 06/19 

Jordan Valley 11/22 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 15 Aqaba 20 Humidity 
readings: Amman 63 per cent, 
Aqaba 46 percent. 

Following are the temperatures 
expected today in the following 
areas: 

Ajloun ....03/10 

Jerash ...05/16 

UmQays 05/16 

Madaba ....... 03/13 

Petra 04/14 

Dead Sea 11/22 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Abbas Al Hakim — 4885446 

Dr. Arafat Ashbab 5602507 

Dc Jamal Jbarah 5347351 

Dr. Hatim Harmoun 5154984 

AMMAN: 

Firas Pharmacy 5661912 

Al Salam Pharmacy ..4636730 

Mayadah Pharmacy 5537004 

RuknAlDawa Pharmacy -5536169 


IRBID: 

Dr. LntfiShibB (02)241789 

Fou’ad Pharmacy ....(02)275360 

ZARQA: 

Dr. IssaAl Omari (05)901266 

Palestine Pharmacy.... (05)983562 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 46371 11 

Civil Defence Depaitroem — 566UI1 
Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

4630341 

avfl Defence Eroagency 199 

Rescue PtoBce- 192,4621111,4637777 

Fire Brigade — 4617101 

Blood Bank 4775121 

Highway Police. 5M3402 

Traffic Police. 4896390 

Public Security Dept 4630321 

Hotel Complaints 5605800 

Price Complaints 5661 176 

War & Sewrage Compfaiafc. —4897467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

47S711I 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls — 0132 

Central Amman Telephone Repairs 

4623101 

AbdaliTeL Rqaiis,^,_.566U01 

Jordan Television ...47731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 47741 1 1 

Water Authority 5680100 

J.EkctricityAmhaity — 5815615 

Electric Power Co — 4636381 

RJFB^ Information 44-53200 

Queea Alia Inti. Aiiport — 44-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart and Spe- 
cial Surgery 5921199 

The Islamic, Abdb' —5666131/7 

Hussein Medical Centre — 5856856 

Luzmila 4630195 

Khali di Maternity .4644281/6 

Akileb Maternity. 4642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity. — 4642362 

Malhas, J. Amman. 4636140 

Palestine, Shroeisani 560707 1 

Shmeisam Hospital 5607431 

Ionian Hospital — — 5607550 

Univereiiy Hospital 5353444 

Al-Muasber Hospital -5667227/9 

AJ-Ahli, Abdali 566416V6 

Italian. Al-Miibajreen ... 4777101/3 

Al-Bashir. 4775111/26 

Army, Marka 4891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 5157100 

Amal Hospital 5607155 

AJ Amal Cancer Centre ....5353000 

ZARQA: 

Zaiqa Govl Hospital — (09)983323 
Zaiqj National Hospital ..(09)900560 
Ibn Sina HospitaL — .(09)986731 
Al Hikma Modem Hospital 
(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 402)275555 
Roman Catholic Hospital (02)272275 
Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

(02)7101372, (.02)7103101 

Rosary Sisters Hospital 

■ (02)7102831,(02)7102011 

Speciality Hospital ..(02)7103100 


AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)20141 ! I 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian ( RJi information 
department at the Queen Alia Inter- 
national Airport TeL ( 44)53200-5 . 
where it should always be verified. 
Information on other flights can be 
supplied on phone 44 (52700). 
Information on Royal Wings flights 
can be supplied on phone 
4S75201-S 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) flights 

06:15 Sanaa (RJ) 

08:30 -Damascus (RJ) 

0835 Jeddah [RJi 

08:50 — Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJi 

09:30 New Delhi (RJ) 

10:30 Beirut (RJ) 

16:20 .Cairo (RJ) 

16:25 — .London (RJ) 

16:45 New York. Amestrdarn (RJ) 

17:35 Manchester (add) (RJ» 

18:05 — „ Kuwait iRJi 

1855 .....Casablanca, Tunis (RJ) 
20:00 ....Bangkok, Doha |RJ) 

23:15 .Tel Aviv (add » (RJi 

23:35 mm Jeddah (add) (RJ) 


03:00 .Jakarta, Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 
Other Flights 

04:10 .London (BA) 

08:20 Alexandria (BA) 

09-JO Cairo (MS) 

10:00 Khartoum (SD) 

11:30 Sanaa trY) 

12:45 Kiev (6LT) 

13i20 Bahrain IGF) 

14:45 DohaiQR] 

15:05 Vienna (OS i 

15:25 .....Dubai. Abu Dhabi (EK) 

17:50 Istanbul (SO) 

18:40 Beirut (ME) 

2©ri)5 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

20:30 .Frankfurt, Damascus (LH» 

01:25 Athens (OA) 

02 ; (M) Milan lAZ) 


Royal Wings (RW) 

08:50 - Aqaba (arriving at QAIA) 
(RW) 

17:30 Gaza (arriving al QAIA) 
(RW) 

18HH) Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airport) 

23:15 Tel Aviv (arriving at QAIA) 
tRW) 

DEPARTURES 

Rqyal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
06:00 Manchester (add) (RJ) 

Beirut tRJi 

10:30 Frankfort, London (RJ) 

11:15 Shannon, Chicago (RJ) 

12:05 KuwaiuRj) 


12:30 Cairo (RJi 

18:35 Jeddah (add)(RJ) 

20:45 Abu Dhabi. Tehran (RJ) 

21:00 Bahrain, Doha (RJ) | 

21:00 Tel Aviv (add) (RJ) j 

"1 ; 15 Dubai, Muscat (RJ) i 

31 ^ Damascus (RJ) j (£ 

Other Flights I 

04:45 Alexandria (BA) I 

06:00 Istanbul (TK) | 

07:115 Paris (AF)j 

^k® 5 London (BA) j 

10:30 Cairo (MS) : 

11:05 Istanbul (SD) j 

12:30 Paris (TY) 1 

14:00 Kiev (6U) | 

14:10 Bahrain (GF)| 

15:35 Doha (QR) i 

15:50 Vienna (OSl I 

10:30 Dubai (LK) j 

18:50 Khartoum (SD) g 

20:00 Beirut (ME) 

20:50 Tel Aviv (LY) 

02 ’ 45 Athens (OA) 

03:00 Milan (AZ; 

j 

Royal Wings (RW) ! 

°8 JO Aqaba (from Marka Airport) I 

(RW) ! 

13-J0 Gaza (from Marka Airport) * 
(RW) ^ ; 

20:30 -Aqaba ( from QAIA) (RW) ‘ 
21:00 " Tel Aw (from QAIA) (RW)! g 
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Home News 

IAF to participate 
in municipal elections 


By Francesca Griad 

AMMAN — The Mamfr 
Action Front (IAR on Sun- 
day said it will take part in 
this summer’s municipal 
elections, but warned the gov- 
enunent against introducing 
any amendments to the cur- 
rent legislation with the 
objective of reducing die 
party’s representation in city 
councils. 

f “We hope to hear from The 

w government soon that 
[municipal] elections will be 
held on time and under the 
current law, although we have 
great reservations aboui it,” 
said an IAF statement. 

The IAF, the political aim 
of the Muslim Brotherhood, 
has long criticised the current 
legislation on municipal elec- 
tions, especially provisions 
under which the mayor and 
half of the Amman Munici- 
pality Council's *40 members 
are appointed by the Council 
of Ministers. 

‘The current law reflects 
neither the level of democra- 
cy Jordanians aspire to nor 
their political maturity, 
because it has deprived 
Amman citizens of the right 
to elect their mayor and half 
their municipal council’s 
members,” the statement 
said. 

Minister of Municipal and 
Rural Affairs and the Envi- 
ronment Tawfiq Kreishan 
declared last week dial 
municipal elections will be 
held as scheduled, in July. 


The IAF followed its moth- 
er organisation in die historic 
boycott of the November 
1997 general elections — a 
move dial many inside and 
outside the party have come 
to regret. 

One IAF source told the 
Jordan Times yesterday that 

‘Ours, like any 
party, needs 
political partici- 
pation in order 
not only to 
mobilise and 
increase its 
base, but also to 
assess its own 
performance’ 
— Opposition 
leader 


the July elections could offer 
an opportunity for the party 
“to strengthen its grassroots 
and test its following." 

‘‘Ours, like any party, needs 
political participation in order 
not only to mobilise and 
increase its base, but also to 
asses its own performance, to 
see what was done wrong and 
what was right,” said one 
moderate leader, who in 1997 
voiced his opposition to the 
boycott decision. 


Although it remains Jor- 
dan’s biggest party, the IAF is 
said to have lost some of its 
former iron grip over its Tradi- 
tional strongholds, namely 
the Palestinian refugee 
camps, densely populated 
urban suburbs, and other 
underprivileged areas. 

Analysts have said a 
decrease in membership may 
have resulted from both a 
general apathy and disen- 
chantment towards political 
parties and a more specific 
loss of exposure and influ- 
ence in man y public institu- 
tions due to the elections boy- 
cott. 

In another statement 
released yesterday announc- 
ing the decisions of a Shura 
Council held on Friday, the 
IAF condemned yesterday's 
visit by Benyamin 
Netanyahu, “prime minister 
of the Zionist entity.” 

The Shura, the policy-mak- 
ing body in Islamic organisa- 
tions, raged the government 
“to stop martial practices and 
release all political prisoner .” 

It also demanded tire abro- 
gation of “the infamous press 
law,” endorsed last year and 
criticised at home and abroad 
for imposing severe restric- 
tions to freedom of expres- 
sion. 

The statement emphasised 
the need to mend Arab ties 
and boost inter-Arab and 
Muslim cooperation. It also 
condemned The recent Ameri- 
can and British attacks 
against Iraq. 


Married couple admit guilt 
in five murder cases 


AMMAN i.J.T.J — The 
^ Amman Police Depart- 
™ ment has named two sus- 
pects in five murder cases 
unresolved since 1994- 
1995. 

Police have identified 
Bilal Musa Qasem and his 
wife Suzan Ibrahim as sus- 
pects in the cases. 

Department Director 
Ziyad Najdawi told a press 
conference in Amman that 
the man and his wife 
admitted to committing 
the five murders during 
police investigations into 
six other cases involving 
the same couple. He said 
the couple have reenacted 
the crimes for the police at 
their respective scenes. 

0 Najdawi said that, during 
the interrogation Of Bilal 
and Suzan about earlier 
crimes in which they were 
suspected to have been 
involved, the pair con- 
fessed to killing two men 


and three women in 
Amman and Zarqa in the 
course of committing rob- 
beries. He said the couple 
robbed victims of their 
jewellery and cash after 
killing them. 

He said after committing 
the five murders, the two 
suspects fled to Libya, but 
were extradited to Jordan 
in late 1998 after the police 
had gathered sufficient 
evidence about their 
involvement in the crimes. 

Providing some details 
about the five murder 
cases, Najdawi said one of 
the murders was commit- 
ted in January of 1994. The 
victim, 28-year-old 
schoolteacher Fatiraah 
Yousef of Zarqa, was 
stabbed to death. Another 
second murder was com- 
mitted in June 1994. The 
victim was a 54-year old 
woman living in the 
Abdoun neighbourhood of 


Amman. The third victim 
was Lina Mohammad 
Burqan, a resident of Iijan 
near Amm an, who was 
murdered in October 1995. 
Omar Abu Khadijeh’s 
body was found in Octo- 
ber 1995. The fifth victim 
was Najeh Khayat, whose 
body was found in his 
office near A1 Hussein 
refugee camp in Amman in 
November 1995. 

According to the police 
chief, all the murders had 
similar patterns. He said 
Suzan was a key element 
in these crimes. Her pres- 
ence facilitated the sus- 
pects’ entry into homes or 
other areas where the vic- 
tims were killed, he said. 

According to Najdawi, 
the other crimes in which 
the two were involved 
occurred between 1994 and 
1998. 
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Woman admits to complicity in police hijacking 

Qadi dismisses speculation that she received assistance from another party 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

AMMAN — Interior Min- 
ister Nayef Qadi on Sun- 
day said the sister of one of 
the two suspects involved 
in the killing of two police- 
men during a foiled police 
van hijacking last month 
was responsible for getting 
the gun used in the fatal 
incident to her brother. 

Qadi, who was speaking 
at the Lower House ordi- 
nary session on Sunday, 
said Sanaa Jaghameen, 31, 
sister of Mohammed 
Jaghameen, one of the two 
suspects, has admitted 
bringing a seven-calibre 
gun concealed under her 
clothing to the State Secu- 
rity Court, where the sus- 
pects were being tried on 


12 counts of murder in 
incidents last year in the 
Shmeisani and Rabia dis- 
tricts of Amman. 

The sister, who lives in 
Irbid Govemorate, has 
been formally charged as a 
accomplice to the crime of 
premeditated murder of 
security officers, Qadi 
said. 

According to Qadi, the 
woman told authorities that 
her brother had urged her 
to get him the gun. 

He said that Sanaa noti- 
fied her brother that she 
would hide the gun inside 
the court’s lavatory. 
Jaghameen took the gun 
from the lavatory and used 
it in the hijack attempt, 
Qadi said. 

Qadi dismissed specula- 


tions that the women had 
received assistance from 
another party. He said the 
van used to transport the 
prisoners from ' the court 
back to their prison was 
under “strict” security by 
police accompanying it 

Sergeants Mohammed 
Daifallah and Mahmoud 
Faraheed were killed and 
three other officers were 
injured when Jaghameen 
and his colleague opened 
fire on their police escorts 
on Feb. 17. 

Jaghameen, who was 
injured, and Suleiman, 
who was killed in the inci- 
dent, were among six sus- 
pects accused in the Rabia 
and Shmeisani murders. 
Two of the suspects were 
arrested and three were 


killed in a raid carried out 
by the Special Forces on 
their hideout in Sahab in 
mid-1998. 

If convicted of complici- 
ty in the incident, Sanaa 
could face a 15-year prison 
term with hard labour, a 
report in A1 Dustour Arabic 
daily said Sunday. 

Qadi said Sanaa gave a 
full confession to the pub- 
lic prosecutor. 

Deputy Abdullah Akaileh 
requested further clarifica- 
tion on the incident and 
demanded to know 
whether foreign parties 
were involved in the 
hijacking attempt “despite 
all this strict security.” 

Meanwhile, the minister 
said that police were con- 
tinuing efforts to identify 


those responsible for the 
killing of a jewellery shop 
owner in Jabal Hussein on 
Saturday night. 

The minister confirmed 
reports that the assailants 
stole nothing from the 
shop. 

Qadi said an employee at 
the Israeli embassy on 
Wednesday was shot by 
one of the colleagues dur- 
ing tr aining inside the 
embassy premises in Rabia 
neighbourhood. 

He said Soric Gefen, 21. 
was sent to Israel on Friday 
upon a request from the 
Israeli government, which 
also dispatched a medical 
team to supervise the treat- 
ment of Gefen, a guard at 
the Israeli mission. 


JTC gives telecoms another boost 
with introduction of ISDN services 


By Mohammad Ben Hussein 

AMMAN — The Jordan 
Telecommunications Compa- 
ny (JTC) yesterday began 
providing an Integrated Ser- 
vices Digital Network 
(ISDN), allowing video-con- 
ferencing between Jordanians 
and their associates, families 
and friends in the Kingdom 
and abroad, a JTC official 
said Sunday. 

"The service will allow 
business executives to meet 
face-to-face with Their associ- 
ates around the world from 
die convenience of their 
offices,” said die official who 
requested anonymity. 

ISDN is rapidly growing in 
popularity as a superior alter- 
native to plain old telephone 
lines (POTS) for digital com- 
munications (computer-to- 
computer. home-to-work, 
network-to-n etwork, comput- 
ers-to-Intemet, etc.) 


The JTC on Sunday placed 
an advertisement in local 
newspapers announcing the 
new service and included the 
fees for the service. 

The JTC provides ISDN 
service plus a new phone line 
at JD35Q, while customers 
who already have telephone 
lines will pay JD225 for 
domestic telephones and 
JD100 for telephones used at 
commercial enterprises. Cus- 
tomers will pay a JD15 
monthly fee. 

‘ISDN service is provided 
over the same copper wires 
used for a standard telephone 
service,” said the official. 

There is no difference in 
rates when customers use an 
ISDN line for voice calls, and 
they can stay with whatever 
carrier They currently use with 
ISDN service, said the ad. 

As JTC is The only service 
provider, customers will have 
to purchase the ISDN termi- 


nal equipment from the mar- 
ket, he said. 

Fbr the majority of users, all 
ISDN data calls will be with- 
in the local calling area. So, if 
a customer is only going to 
use an ISDN line for conduc- 
tivity to an Internet Service 
Provider in his or her local 
calling area — or between 
home and office (assuming 
they are within the local call- 
ing area) — there is no long 
distance service involved in 
die connection, according to a 
brochure published by the 
JTC. 

An ISDN line is a digital 
phone line that provides 
greater speed and bandwidth 
than a regular telephone line 
and allows for combination 
voice and data connections 
over a single, high-speed con- 
nection. JTC draws the com- 
parison in sound quality 
between a regular sound- 
based telephone line and an 


all-digital ISDN line by 
pointing to the difference (me 
can hear from a vinyl LP 
record versus a Compact 
Disc. 

According to the official 
the range of ISDN applica- 
tions is constantly growing. 
JTC, through the ISDN, said 
it will introduce the following 
new services: high quality 
audio, enabling broadcasters 
can establish their own digital 
quality audio links without 
having to book expensive 
analogue music circuits in 
advance; data transfer; 
enabling users to move any- 
thing from simple data to 
large video or image files; 
desktop conferencing, pro- 
viding real time, an-lme doc- 
ument discussion; and video 
conferencing and videotde- 
phony, allowing distance 
Teamin g, business meetings 
and access to remote exper- 
tise. 


“The new service will allow 
Jor danian institutions and 
companies to attend 
international conferences 
while at home,” added the 
official “Mute customers can 
communicate amongst them- 
selves using video telephony.” 
Press photographers can 
instantly relay their pictures 
around die world by using 
ISDN, he added. 

The official said a doctor 
from Amman will be able to 
examine a patient in Aqaba 
using this advanced technolo- 
gy* 

The introduction of ISDN is 
part of The JTC’s efforts to 
modernise services to cus- 
tomers and boost revenues, 
the company said 
In September, the JTC 
launched nine new services 
' including call-waiting and 
forwarding, three-party ser- 
vice and caller ID. 


' w tift'li 

FILMS 

* “Wag the Dog” at the Books @Cafe, Jabal Amman, on Tuesday March 2 at 8:30 p.m. 
(Tel 4650458). 

* Film recording prayers at the Saviour’s Church in Jerusalem at Goethe-Institut, 
Jabal Amman at 4:00 p.m. 

LECTURES 

* “The Status of Social Work in Jordan and the Future Challenges” (in Arabic) by 
Minister of Social Development Dr. Mohammad Kbeir Mamser at Abdul Hameed 
Shoman Foundation, Jabal Amman at 6:30 p.m. 

* “Joyce's Greatest Short Story: The Dead" by Dr. Nicholas Linfield at the British 
Council. Jabal Amman at 5:00 p.m. 


Arabisation of army 
remembered 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Abdullah on 
Sunday received cables 
from senior Jordanian offi- 
cials marking today the 
43rd anniversary of the 
Arabisation of The Armed 
Forces. 

King Abdullah received 
cables from Prime Minister 
Fayez Tarawneh, Chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Field Marshal Abdul Hafez 
Mirai Kaabneh, Director of 
the General Intelligence 


Directorate Ll General 
Samih Battikhi, Director of 
the Public Security Lt 
General Nasouh Muhied- 
din, Director of the Civil 
Defence Major General 
Theeb Maani and Speaker 
of the Lower House of Par- 
liament Abdul Hadi Majali. 

In 1956, His Majesty 
King Hussein dismissed the 
British commanders of the 
Arab Legion, and terminat- 
ed the Anglo-Jordanian 
Treaty in March 1957. 


Boars go hog wild in Jordan Valley farms 


They come in gangs to eat citrus fruits and leave behind the peel. They pull down fences with their massive weight, but farmers are unamused by their antics 
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By Dana Charkasi 


DEIR ALLA — Scores of wild 
% boars are invading farms in 
northern parts of the Jordan Val- 
ley close to the border with Israel, 
damaging agriculture produce 
and leaving behind distraught and 
helpless farmers. 

“They appear at night and eat 
everything they can find,” said 
farmer Mohammad Al Ghzawi, 
whose family owns many farms 
in the area hardest hit by the 
boars. They forage for eveiything 
from vegetables, fruits and grain 
to small reptiles found in the 
ground 

“Citrus fruits, especially 
clementines, are one of their 
favourite meals. After they finish 
devouring them, they leave the 
— peel behind,” he told The Jordan 
^Times. 

Apart from damaging the har- 
vest. thev wreak havoc on the 
land itself by trampling on it and 
uprooting the earth with their 
tusks when looking for feed. In 


instances, they uproot 
trees and destroy plastic 
houses protecting crops 
e elements. 

come to eat in crowds 
er thev finish, they enjoy 
ine their backs, destroying 
im per head," Ghzawi 

r massive weight, which 
;h up to 150 kilogrammes 
ar, works like a plough 
lev scour the ground with 
isks for crops, roots and 



SMART BUT PESKY: Farmers complain that they 
are defenceless against the animals' appetites 


worms," said Shaher Al Suqur, 
another farmer whose land ties 
inside the belt. 

The boars are trapped in a 100- 
kilometre long snip along the 
border with Israel in the west, 
guarded by a tangle of electric 
barbed wire fencing, and populat- 
ed areas of the Jordan Valley in 
the east, preventing their migra- 
tion in either direction. In some 
places, this patch of land mea- 
sures only 500 metres in width. 

Farmers, many of them already 
debt-ridden and facing drought 
conditions for two months now, 
said their plight is further aggra- 
vated by a general ban cm shoot- 
ing boars because of the area's 
proximity to Israel, with whom 
Jordan signed a peace treaty in 
1994. 

“We, the Jordan Valley farmers, 
feel that authorities have forsaken 
us. Nobody cares about our prob- 
lem with the wild boars,” Suqur 
added. “The Ministry of Apicul- 
ture and the army should he 
cooperating in order to solve the 
issue” 

Mustafa Abu Zeid, head of the 
Jordan Valley Agricultural 
Department, said he was sympa- 
thetic to their plight But apart 
from permitting more hunting, he 
ruled out any effective solution. 

The possibility of cordoning off 
the afflicted area with fences to 
hold back the boars would be too 
costly, he said. 

“And the use of poison is not an 
alternative as the whole area is 
agricultural farm land,” he added. 


The only alternative, he says, is 
to shoot them and allow in more 
licensed hunters with army per- 
mission. 

The problem is further com- 
pounded by a daily curfew 
imposed on most residents and 
fanners working in the border 
strip — a security measure to pre- 
vent infiltration. 

"Farmers working on land 
inside this security zone have to 
vacate by 4:00 p.ra.," said Ghza- 
wi. “So after 4:00 p.m., there is 


nobody and nothing to scare [the 
animals] away.” 

Though boars are mostly found 
in the northern Jordan Valley near 
the Yarmouk River — the King- 
dom’s food basket — they are 
also present in the nearby hilly 
areas of Ajloun and Jerash. 

However, fanners outside the 
zone face fewer restrictions in 
hunting the high-fertility boars, 
each female reproducing six to 
nine boars twice a year. 

Hunters love to chase the 


bristly-haired grizzled boars, who 
pose a challenge with their mas- 
sive physical strength, speed, and 
ferocity. Blackish or brown in 
colour, the anim al stands up to 90 
centimetres. 

Except for old male boars, 
which live in solitude and are 
respectfully named “Methusaleh” 
by European hunters, wild boars 
live and forage in groups. The 
animals are swift, nocturnal and 
omnivorous. They have an acute 
sense of smell and noice, and are 
considered extremely intelligent 
and shy. 

Though normally unaggressive 
and shy, they can be dangerous 
when injured or when their off- 
springs are in danger, characteris- 
tics that pose a danger to hunters 
and add yet a new dimension to 
solving the farmers’ problem. 

The Royal Society for lhe Con- 
servation of Nature (RSCN) is 
responsible for granting hunting 
licences to individuals under tight 
restrictions, while the army 
grants permission for hunters 
who are recommended by the 
society. 

However; the RSCN, which has 
up to 300 hunters licensed to 
shoot wild boars, said it allows all 
hunters to do so since the animals 
are not an endangered species 
and are not protected by restrict- 
ed hunting seasons. 

“We are allowing the hunting of 
wild boars all year round and 
there are no restrictions whatso- 
ever” said Mahmoud Yassin, 
of the RSCN Law Enforce- 


ment Section. 

‘When farmers inform us that 
they have a boar problem, we 
may encourage them to hunt in 
these areas. We often turn a deaf 
ear when we hear that a farmer 
wbo is not a licensed hunter 
shoots a boar, because we realise 
the damage inflicted on farms,” 
he said. 

“But it’s up to the army to grant 
them permissions for hunting 
boar in the Valley,” explained 
Yassin. 

In the absence of a coordinated 
strategy to fight boars, Abu Zeid 
and many fanners say that 
licensed hunters with army per- 
mission to hunt remain the sole 
solution. 

However, several attempts to 
enlist the help of the army have 
yet to produce results, Abu Zeid 
said. 

“I consider boars as thieves 
who steal crops and fruits worth 
JDS, 000 to JD 6,000 a year,” said 
Ghzawi, who says that the ani- 
mals have even tom down a fence 
built around one of his family's 
farms. 

The boars, he says, stand on 
their hind legs and pull the fence 
down with their massive weight 
or simply dig their way through 
from underneath. 

“But I’m not allowed to defend 
myself or my property against 
their incursions,” he complained. 

Meanwhile, farmers in the 
northern Valley have resorted to 
“creative" strategies to scare 
away the pests. But they 


acknowledged that their methods, 
including leaving radios blasting 
music at night, have not helped 
much. 

“We’ve tried all kinds of equip- 
ment that could produce noise to 
keep these beasts away," Ghzawi 
said “But all these methods have 
failed, since the animals seemed' 
to have got used to the racket” 

Suqur suggested setting up 
motion-activated noise alarm 
systems that go off when sensing 
nearby motion that would prod 
the boars to run away. 

He also said Israel should be 
involved in the strategy. 

“Our army should tackle the 
issue in cooperation with the 
Israeli side. Otherwise, we will 
never have a solution,” he said 

Many believe Israel is not 
under pressure to help, because 
farmers on their side of the border 
do not suffer from the same prob- 
lem since the animals are con- 
tained on the Jordanian side by 
the electronic fences along the 
border. 

However, realities on the 
ground often change. Hunters 
claim that after the army grants 
permission to hunters, the areas 
in which they are allowed to hunt 
are often changed to restricted 
areas without prior notice. 

Each party also lays the blame 
on another. 

“The Ministry of Agriculture 
has no department or staff to deal 
with the issue of wild boars,” said 
one official. 
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Obasanjo slightly 
ahead in tight 
Nigerian elections 


ABUJA. Nigeria (AP'l — 
Retired Gen. Olusegun 
Obasanjo took the lead 
Sunday over rival and for- 
mer Finance Minister Olu 
Falae in Nigeria's presiden- 
tial elections, with results 
reported from the federal 
capita] and half of the 
states. 

The independent national 
electoral commission said 
the partial results showed 
Obasanjo with about 53 per 
cent of the tabulated ballots 

— 7,123,232 votes — com- 
pared to Falae's 47 per cent 

— 6.07 1 ,064 votes. 

Votes from the remaining 
18 of 36 states in this coun- 
try of 110 million had not 
yet be tabulated, commis- 
sion officials said. 

Obasanjo is seeking a 
comeback as an elected 
civilian president He 
served as military ruler of 
Nigeria from 1976-79 and 
is the only one to have 
handed power over to an 
elected civilian — who was 
overthrown four years later 
in another military coup. 

Falae told journalists late 
Saturday he would respect 
the outcome as long as the 
elections were fair, the 
radio station reported. 

The successful candidate 
has to win a majority in the 
overall vote as well as at 
least 25 per cent of the vote 
in 24 of 36 states and the 
federal capital territory. 

With 18 states reporting, 
Falae's All Peoples Party 
passed the 25 per cent 
threshold in 14 states, while 
Obasanjo*s Peoples 

Democratic Party had 
secured at least 25 per cent 
in 16 states. 

Some U.S. election 
observers expressed con- 
cern about irregularities in 
Saturday's vote, particular- 
ly in the states of Nigeria’s 
oil-rich delta region, 
although it was unclear how 
serious the problems were, 
said Deanna Congileo, 
spokesperson for the 
Atlanta-based Carter cen- 
tre. 

Former U.S. President 
Jimmy Carter is leading a. 
delegation of 60 observers 
from the centre and the 
National Democratic 
Institute. 

Nigeria, an ethnically 
divided country with large 
oil reserves but extreme 
poverty, has been held in a 
military choke hold for 
most of its 39 years of inde- 


pendence. its riches plun- 
dered by successive junta 
bosses. 

The country’s last attempt 
at democracy — presiden- 
tial elections in 1993 won 
by businessman-turaed- 
opposition-leader Moshood 
Abiola — was quashed by 
the military. Abiola later 
died in prison. 

The ruthless five-year 
dictatorship of Gen. Sani 
Abacha ended last June 
with his sudden death, 
which set in motion the lat- 
est effort to transform 
Nigeria back into a democ- 
racy. His successor. Gen. 
Abdulsalami Abubakar, has 
repeatedly said he is deter- 
mined to return a civilian to 
the presidency. 

Abubakar said he would 
resign from the military 
May 29. the day he is to 
hand over power to the new 
civilian president. 

“I've put in my best for 
my country, and I’m going 
home to rest,” he told 
reporters Saturday. 

Nigerian state radio said 
Sunday called the turnout 
“good” but did not give fig- 
ures. 

Electoral officials earlier 
said they expected no more 
than 40 million people to 
vote. 

Visits by journalists and 
observers to voting stations 
in Lagos, Abuja, and the 
western city of Ibadan indi- 
cated significantly higher 
participation than in local, 
state and legislative elec- 
tions last week. 

Obasanjo is backed by a 
powerful political machine 
funded by the nation’s rich 
and influential retired gen- 
erals, most of them from 
northern Nigeria. 

He and Falae, a Yale- 
trained economist, were 
both imprisoned during 
Abacha's brutal rule, which 
brought Nigeria's already 
Crumbling infrastructure to 
the brink of collapse. 

Falae is best known for 
backing a stringent and 
unpopular programme in 
the late 1980s to restructure 
Nigeria's economy that was 
pushed by international 
lending institutions but 
eventually abandoned by 
the military government. 

Both men are Yorubas, 
but Obasanjo's military ties 
have made him unpopular 
among many of his owm 
tribe, who have long chafed 
under army rule. 


New ‘Star Wars’ 
star MacGregor 
shoots to stardom 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) 
— His off-beat past cast- 
ing may make him seem 
an odd choice for one of 
the most beloved charac- 
ters of the epic “Star 
Wars” saga. 

But Scottish heart-throb 
Ewan MacGregor is ,to 
play Obi-Wan KenobFin 
the new “Star Wars" 
episode due out soon. 

Originally played as an 
old man by Alec 
Guinness in the earlier 
“Star Wars” movies. Obi- 
Wan will be a young war- 
rior in the upcoming 
“Star Wars. Episode 1.” 
tThe earlier films were 
episodes four through 
six.) 

MacGregor, expected 
to become a household 
name once the new “Star 
Wars” film comes out. 
previously appeared in 
such independent films 
as "The Pillow Book” 
and the drug-infested 
“Trainspotting." 

Coincidentally. 
McGregor’s uncle 
Dennis Lawson played 
Wedge in the first “Star 
Wars” trilogy: a little- 
known character who 
was a friend of Luke 
Sky walker's and became 
a cult favourite among 
fans. 

At 28, McGregor is 


whimsical about his 
anticipated superstardom, 
passing his time — after 
finishing shooting his 
Star Wars role for $8 mil- 
lion — by riding his 
motorcycle around town 
and acting in a small play 
called “Little Malcolm 
and his Struggle against 
the Eunuch." 

“I hope I’m not affected 
by it, and I hope I contin- 
ue to do roles that will 
define me other than this 
one ” he smiles. "It can't 
stop here.” 

The buzz about "Star 
Wars, Episode 1" is slow- 
ly creeping into many 
conversations and can 
only grow louder in com- 
ing months. How great is 
it going to be? 

Director Ron Howard 

— who is about to release 
his new movie “Ed TV” 

— got a glimpse of the 
new episode on a visit to 
Sky walker ranch. 

“It's terrific. It’s visual- 
ly stunning and the char- 
acters are interesting. It 
takes the “Star Wars” 
series to another level.” 
he says. 

“When I saw it, it was- 
n’t finished, so 1 can't 
wait to see the finished 
product. 1 was excited 
and enthralled by what I 
did see.” 



Slovak cosmonaut Ivan Bella (left) and Russia’s Gennady Padalka, who ended a six-month mission on the ageing 
space station, smile after the landing. Two cosmonauts landed safely in the snowy steppes of Kazakhstan early 
Sunday after a successful flight back from Mir space station (Reuters photo.) 


2 crew members return safely from Mir 


MOSCOW (AP)‘ — - A 
Russian and Slovak 
returned safely from the 
Mir space station. landing 
their Soyuz capsule in the 
plains of northern 
Kazakstan early Sunday 
morning, officials said. 

Russian Gennady 

Padalka, the Mir’s com- 
mander for the past six 
months, and Slovak Ivan 
Bella, who had been on the 
Mir for just under a week, 
touched down at 5:14 a.m. 
Moscow time (0214 GMT), 
said Valery Lyndin, a 
spokesman at mission con- 
trol in Moscow. 

The two men were taken 
directly to Star City, the 


cosmonaut training base 
outside Moscow, where 
they were undergoing med- 
ical tests, the Interfax news 
agency reported. According 
to doctors, “both men are in 
a normal condition,” the 
report said. 

Their departure from the 
Mir leaves three men 
aboard who may be the last 
crew on the 13-year-old 
space station. 

The Russian government 
says it can no longer afford 
the $250 million required 
each year to keep the Mir 
going, and it may be aban- 
doned if private funds can- 
not be found by August. 

Russian space officials 


vigorously defend the relia- 
bility of the Mir and say it 
could continue in orbit for 
several more years. 

The station has been oper- 
ating smoothly since a 
string of breakdowns in 
1997. More than 100 men 
and women have lived on 
the Mir, which has circled 
earth about 75,000 times 
since its was launched Feb. 
20. 1986. 

The crew now on board 
consists of Russian com- 
mander Viktor Afanasyev 
and Frenchman Jean-Pierre 
Heignere, both of whom 
arrived last Monday, and 
Sergei Avdeyev, who has 
been on the Mir for six 


months. Ail three are 
expected to remain until 
August. 

The U.S. space agency 
NASA wants the Russians 
to discard the Mir so 
Moscow can spend its lim- 
ited resources on building 
an international space sta- 
tion. a project involving 16 
countries. 

The initial components of 
the new station were put 
into orbit at the end of 
1998. But the Russians 
have fallen behind in build- 
ing the key section that will 
house the first crew, and no 
people are expected to start 
living on the station until 
next year. 


Hun Sen pledges to fight corruption 
after successful Tokyo trip 


PHNOM PENH (AFP.) — 
Prime Minister Hun Sen 
Sunday vowed to stamp out 
corruption and improve 
Cambodia’s dilapidated 
infrastructure after secur- 
ing $470 million in fresh 
aid from world powers in 
Tokyo. 

Hun Sen appeared tri- 
umphant as he fielded 
questions from a throng of 
reporters gathered to meet 
him on his return from a 
six-day trip to Japan where 
he won international aid to 
rebuild his country from 
decades of war. 

He said he would pin his 
political future on his next 
two years in power, pledg- 
ing to resign in 2001 if he 
could not stamp out cor- 
ruption and “make a posi- 
tive change.” 

"This (trip to Japan) is a 
success for the new gov- 
ernment and for the 
Cambodian people," be 


said. 

"We hope we will make a 
positive change to our soci- 
ety with that money, and if 
within two years from 1999 
to 2000 we are not able to 
make any changes, I will 
withdraw myself from the 
prime ministership in the 
first quarter of 2001. 

“I wish to say in advance 
... T will fight all the cor- 
rupt officials before I leave 
the position. I don't think 
they are more hardline than 
the Khmer Rouge that I 
have already dismantled.” 

He was referring to the 
Communist guerrilla 
movement which has disin- 
tegrated in recent months, 
ending years of armed 
resistance to the central 
government. 

On international calls for 
a genocide trial of the sur- 
viving Khmer Rouge lead- 
ers for their role in the 
group's 1975 to 1979 


“killing fields” regime. 
Hun Sen said he was more 
interested in economic 
development. 

"In tiie past few days I 
went to seek foreign aid for 
Cambodia, not to seek the 
trial of the Khmer Rouge.” 
he said. 

“We have dismantled 
their military and political 
organisation, so everyone 
should congratulate us.” he 
said. 

He said the international 
community could have 
acted “20 years ago” to end 
the killing in Cambodia but 
instead chose to “support 
the Khmer Rouge,” refer- 
ring to foreign backing of 
the guerrillas against the 
Vietnamese forces which 
occupied Cambodia from 
1979 to 1989. 

In Tokyo Friday Hun Sen 
warned a trial could fright- 
en surrendering rebel 
forces back to the jungle 


where they would continue 
to undermine Cambodian 
stability. 

The aid was promised 
Friday by a World Bank- 
hosted consultative group 
meeting, which drew 17 
nations, six international 
organisations and represen- 
tatives from Cambodia. 

In return for the aid. Hun 
Sen agreed to hold quarter- 
ly dialogue with the donors 
to monitor progress in his 
promised economic 

reforms. 

Japan contributed $100 
million, the largest single 
pledge to Hun Sen, who 
met with pRime Minister 
Keizo Obuchi and won a 
promise for assistance. 

The Japanese foreign 
ministry also voiced its 
readiness to resume low- 
interest official loans to 
Cambodia, which have 
been suspended since 
1968. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 
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U.K.’s Princess Anne 
may be ‘queen of Scots’ 


LONDON (R) — Princess Anne jf.j 0 b ^t^^royal 
her official home in a comened - : nc j eDen( j ence 
family to dampen 

the Sunday Times re P° pffeciivelv become princess 
Elizabeth s daughter would erfa.li e . oa i aC e of 

regent in Scodand, holding courtjt^ 
Holyroodhouse. receiving foreign . a ^ d 

ring honours on behalf of her mother. . . ‘ ^ f u j_ 

at raising the royal family's profile 
filling the queen's desire to keep her k * 
a time of devolution, it said. Opinion polls the inu 

ing Labour Party is just ahead of the 
Scottish National Party (SNP>. twoandah^fmonths 
before the election of a new Scottish porli^nt s h 

will take control of much of Scotland s heJr ^ 

from the British government. Prince Char . 

.i_ _ .i u„,- o i-ppn interest in the nse ot 


Pope urges all countries 
to sign anti-mine treaty 


VATICAN CITY (R) — Pope John Paul Sunday said an 
anti-landmine convention about to come into torce 
marked a “triumph of the culture of life over the culture 
of death” and urged all countries to sign it without delay. 
An international treaty banning the use. production and 
storage of anti-personnel landmines signed by some tau 
countries in Ottawa in December 1997 takes effect on 
March 1, the Pope noted in his weekly address. 
"Unfortunately, there is still a long way to go before the 
world is freed of these terrible and deceitful devices, 
the Pontiff told pilgrims in Sl Peter’s Square. “I pray to 
God to give all people the courage to make peace, so that 
the countries that have not yet signed this important 
instrument of international humanitarian law do so with- 
out delay, and so that they persevere with the work of 
clearing land mines and rehabilitating die wounded- he 
said. The Ottawa Treaty followed years of campaigning 
to ban landmines that kill or maim thousands of people 
each year. The late Princess Diana was a prominent anti- 
mine campaigner. Russia, the United States, China and 
Ukraine did not sign the Ottawa treaty, though Ukraine 
last month said it hoped to sign by march and planned to 
destroy Soviet-era mine arsenals. 




South African army accused of 
Internet blunder 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — The South African parlia- 
ment has accused the. military of a serious breach of 
security by posting a highly damning internal report on 
the Internet, a newspaper reported Sunday. The Sunday 
Independent said the report posted on the Internet dur- 
ing February, details decay and declining morale in all 
sections of the military and a shortage of cash which 
meant parts of South Africa's borders were left 
unmanned. The report by the South African national 
defence force said morale had declined and senior per- 
sonnel were leaving the force. Financing for army and 
navy exercises was inadequate and the air force would 
have to cut its flying hours, it said. The defence com- 
mittee of South Africa's parliament which oversees 
Southern Africa’s largest armed force, is expected to 
take action on the report this week. “Really, there must 
be a limit to transparency.” committee head Thandi 
Modise was quoted by the paper as saying. 

Hackers seize U.K. military satellite 

LONDON (R) — Hackers have seized control of one of 
Britain's military communication satellites and issued 
blackmail threats, the Sunday Business newspaper 
reported. The paper, quoting security sources, said the 
intruders altered the course of one of Britain's four satel- ' 
lites which are used by defence planners and military 
forces around the world. The sources said the satellite’s 
course was changed just over two weeks ago. The hack- 
ers then issued a blackmail threat, demanding money to 
stop interfering with the satellite. "This is a nightmare 
scenario” said one intelligence source. Military strate- 
gists said that if Britain were to come under nuclear 
attack, an aggressor would first interfere with military 
communications systems. ‘This is not just a case of 
computer nerds mucking about. This is very, very seri- 
ous and the blackmail threat has made it even more seri- 
ous,” one security source said. Police said they would 
not comment as the investigation was at too sensitive a 
stage. The ministry of defence made no comment. 


Japan breaks with taboo 
to perform organ transplant 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan 
broke one of its medical 
taboos Sunday by perform- 
ing its first heart transplant 
operation in 31 years under a 
veil of secrecy designed to 
combat a media frenzy. 

The suigery. on a man in 
his 40s at the Osaka universi- 
ty hospital, was part of 
Japan's first transplant of 
organs from a brain-dead 
donor after a law was passed 
1 8 months ago allowing such 
operations. 

The heart, liver and kid- 
neys of a woman, who was 
confirmed brain-dead 
overnight in Kochi in south- 
ern Japan, were removed and 
transferred by air in a race 
against time to patients in 
four different cities, officials 
said. 

Health officials refused to 
give the identities of the 
donor or recipients. 

Japanese media followed 
every step in the transplant 
saga after keeping vigil for 
three days at the Kochi Red 
Cross hospital, where the 
woman was found to be a 


eard-canying member of a 
nationwide network of 
would-be organ donors. 

Prime Minister Keizo 
Obuchi said the operation 
would help Japan catch up 
with the rest of the world in 
organ transplants. 

“I would like to join the 
nation in praying for success- 
ful transplant operations,” he 
said. 

Relatives of the donor, 
identified only as a victim of 
a massive stroke in her 40s, 
had protested that the satura- 
tion media coverage was 
akin to a "countdown in the 
dying process of a loved 
one." 

In a statement, the family 
called on the media to refrain 
from interviewing or pho- 
tographing them when they 
return home with the dead 
woman’s body. 

“We also request members 
of the press to folly protect 
the privacy of organ donors 
and- their families in future 
cases.” the family said. 

The world's first heart 
transplant was performed in 


South Africa in 1967 and 
drugs invented in the 1980s 
minimised rejection of 

organs. 

But Japanese doctors have 
shunned such operations, 
haunted by a scandal involv- 
ing the country's first and 
only previous heart trans- 
plant in 1968. 

A youth aged 18 in 
Sapporo received the heart 
from a 21 -year-old man who 
had just drowned. 

• But the recipient died 83 
days later and surgeon Jura 
Wada was charged with mur- 
der amid suspicions the 
donor’s brain death was not 
accurately confirmed. The 
charges were dropped two 
years later for lack of evi- 
dence. 

Japan's first transplant of 
the pancreas and the kidneys 
from a brain-dead donor in 
1984 also resulted in the 
deaih of the recipient a year 
later and a complaint against 
the surgeon. 

Newspapers said the 
Sapporo case had made 
organ transplants taboo in 


Japan while they had become 
an everyday affair in other 
countries. About 30 Japanese 
have travelled abroad to 
receive hearts and 150 others 
to receive livers, according to 
press reports. 

Doctors stayed on the side- 
lines even after a government 
advisory panel in 1992 deter- 
mined that brain death marks 
the end of a person's life and 
recommended organ trans- 
plants from the brain-dead. 

Japanese are also deeply 
divided on whether to donate 
their organs for transplant at 
the stage of brain death. 

According to an official 
poll of 3.000 people, 37.6 per 
cent were against giving 
away their organs when brain 
death is confirmed while 

31.6 per cent said they were 
in favour. 

The poll, published by the 
prime minister’s office 
Saturday, also showed that 

35.7 per cent would donate 
organs when their hearts 
stopped beating while 33.5 
per cent said they would 
refuse to do so at all. 


Three Muslim rebels, policeman 
killed in Kashmir 

SRINAGAR. India (AFP) — Three Muslim separate 
rebels and an Indian policeman died in separate inc 
dents of violence Sunday in the summer capital of th 
troubled Indian slate of Kashmir, police said. The rebel 
were killed in an early morning clash in Srinagar a fu 
border guards and police raided a suspected guerrill 
h'deout, leading to a fierce two-hour-long gunbattle i 
which three border guards were also injured. The dea 

HiSSlJ lhem u b 1 rorhers - were members of th 
Hizbul Mujahideen rebel outfit, the strongest militai 

group in Kashmir. More than 24.000 people tewfedi 
Kashmir since 1989 in violence linked to the Mudh 
secessions! dnye. Local residents, however. Sieged 
tte three rebels were killed in cold No£. 
smke was observed in the area to protest a«a£st li 
alleged executions. In an unrelated incident Muslii 
separatists shot dead a visiting policeman 
to see his relatives in the city ^ " wh ° had 

One killed, three injured in Jura 
mountains sledding accident 

SAINT-CLAUDE. France (APi rw. 

killed and three injured when their WE 

tree at a ski resort' in 

rescue workers said Sunday The eaj> . cern FranC( 
four people, ranging in age from ?! id * 

a canoe attached to ski! Satuniav 
resort when thev lost control J St, 1 * Be »ecomh 
Swiss woman was killed and ? ir uSf contra P ti °n. On 
Swiss, was hospitalised in her P assen S er - 
French passengeV was ^in" £ "Z* 0fficials said - - 

,n the Jura town of Saini-Claude^h’! 3 T ed J Cal cen0 
son, also French, suffered nnlv ^ * ** fourth pei 
lilies of the victims were „ "t ^ n ^ !n i uries - ^ Wei 
tigating the circumstances of Jh^denf" 
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Peace monitors try to defuse 
standoff over kidnappings 


® anson * f^der of her One Nation Party with fellow party director David Oldfield on her left, is congratu- 
lated by one of supporters outside the party's annual general meeting in Sydney. The media had been denied access 
t0 controversial party’s AGM at the Rooty Hill Returned Services League club in Sydney's western suburbs, 
where she and hundreds of her party’s members gave her a rousing show of support after weeks of speculation she 
may have been replaced as leader (Reuters photo.) 


PRISTINA, Yugoslavia (AP) 
— Internationa] peace monitors 
tried Sunday to defuse a 
volatile situation in Kosovo fol- 
lowing angry protests over the 
kidnappings of four Serb civil- 
ians. apparently by ethnic 
Albanian rebels. 

The civilians were seized 
Saturday in two separate inci- 
dents near the southwestern 
town of Orahovac, where 
dozens of Serbs were kid- 
napped last year. 

Serb police searched Sunday 
for two who remained missing, 
and monitors from the 
Organisation for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe pressed 
the Kosovo Liberation Army 
for information, despite the 
KLA's dentals it held them, 
spokesman Simon Gariy said. 

Two others were freed late 
Saturday after mediation by 
OSCE officials. Some 40 angry 
Serbs surrounded the police 
station in Orahovac, where 
monitors were meeting with 
police in efforts to defuse ten- 
sions. The crowd dispersed 


around midnight after assur- 
ances the Serbs would be 
found 

Also Sunday, the Albanian- 
run Kosovo Information Centre 
claimed Serb forces were firing 
heavy artillery near Pustenik in 
the- separatist province's south- 
eastern bolder with 
Macedonian, sending civilians 
fleeing. The report could not 
immediately be confirmed. 

With Kosovo’s informal 
ceasefire increasingly in danger 
of collapse, monitors were on 
the alert for new outbreaks of 
violence in two other volatile 
areas. 

In northern Kosovo, the 
Albanian-run Kosovo 

Information Centre reported 
shooting Sunday in the Vucitrn 
area, 30 kilometres northwest 
of Pristina, where violence has 
intensified over the past week. 
Yugoslav army troops Saturday 
reportedly fired on rebel posi- 
tions in at least five villages in 
the area. 

And in the rebels’ heartland 
the north-central Drenica 


region, ethnic Albanians 
planned a memorial service to 
mark the first anniversary of the 
bloody crackdown that trig- 
gered their insurrection.- 

Fighting began in earnest in 
Kosovo on Feb. 28. 1998, 
when Serb police launched 
attacks around the village of 
cirez in retaliation for the 
deaths of two policemen slain 
by the rebel Kosovo Liberation 
Army. 

Next week marks the 
anniversary of the March 6 
slaying of KLA figure Adem 
J ash an. killed by police along 
with nearly 30 of his relatives in 
the town of Prtkaz. 

International monitors fear 
the two anniversaries, falling in 
the middle of the three-week 
suspension in peace talks in 
France, could raise tensions and 
trigger new fighting that could 
scuttle efforts to end the con- 
flict 

Saturday, the U.S. head of the 
monitors, William Walker, 
appealed to both sides to refrain 
from violence before the sec- 


ond round of peace talks. 

“Those with weapons must 
stop shooting and cease 
provocative actions.” Walker 
said “Civilians, who form the 
majority of casualties, must 
speak out in support of a peace- 
ful solution." 

OSCE peace verifiers also 
were investigating the killing 
Saturday of a Seri? policeman 
in Vaganica, about 2Q kilome- 
tres west of Pristina on the road 
to Pec. -After they visited the 
village Saturday, accompanied 
by Serb police, rebels reported- 
ly opened fire on the police. 

More than 2,000 people have 
died and 300,000 others — 
mostly ethnic Albanians — 
-have been displaced since 
Yugoslav President Slobodan 
Milosevic launched his crack- 
down last year against sepa- 
ratists. 

About 90 per cent of the pop- 
ulation is ethnic Albanian and 
most favour independence in 
Kosovo, a province of the Serb 
Republic that dominates 
Yugoslavia. 


Australian anti-immigrant party keeps leader Albright lands in China as crackdown goes on 
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SYDNEY (R) — Australian 
anti-immigrant politician 
Pauline Hanson retained her 
leadership of the controver- 
sial One Nation party 
Sunday despite last year's 
disastrous election showing 
and a wave of recent defec- 
tions. 

Hanson, 44, and two long- 
standing lieutenants, David 
Oldfield and David 
Ettridge, were unanimously 
reelected at the party's 
annual general meeting, 
Oldfield told reporters. 

“We are strong, we are 
united and we have a long 
way to go.” Hanson said 
after emerging from the 10- 
hour meetingrbeld at a casi- 
no run by the Retired 
Servicemen’s League in the 
Sydney suburb of Rooty 
Hill. 


A one-time fisb-and-chip 
shop owner in rural 
Queensland state and the 
grand-daughter of British 
migrants, Hanson gained 
national prominence on a 
platform that immigrants — 
mainly Asians — were 
stealing jobs from white 
Australians and undermin- 
ing traditional national val- 
ues. 

Hanson and One Nation 
have drawn much of their 
support from a faithful 
legion of mostly farmers 
and sheep- and cattle-ranch- 
ers who believe their con- 
cerns have not been heard 
by Australia’s two main- 
stream parties. Prime 
Minister John Howard’s 
Liberal National Coalition 
and the Labour Party. 

But she has managed to 


irk an even greater number 
of citizens in Australia, a 
nation still coming to grips 
with the harsh treatment of 
Aboriginals over the last 
two centuries. 

Hanson has been outspo- 
ken against compensation 
paid to Aboriginal tribes for 
land the government has 
acknowledged may have 
been stolen from them. In a 
1997 book, “Pauline 
Hanson — The Truth”, she 
accused some Aboriginal 
tribes of cannibalism during 
the past 40,000 years. 

Political foes believe 
Hanson’s outspoken opposi- 
tion to Australian immigra- 
tion policy threatens trade 
with neighbouring coun- 
tries. such as Indonesia and 
Malaysia. 

After a disastrous show- 


ing in last October's federal 
and state elections, when 
Hanson lost her upper house 
seat and only one party 
member reached the senate, 
local One Nation leaders 
started to leave, prompting 
newspaper articles that the 
party was finished. 

Things got worse for One 
Nation a month after the 
election when one 
Queensland MP quit and 
checked into a mental hos- 
pital. citing stress and health 
problems. 

Then earlier this month, 
four more Queensland MPs 
quit and a fifth was sacked 
for disloyalty. 

However, a recharged 
Hanson, flanked by hun- 
dreds of supporters Sunday, 
vowed to lead her party into 
the future with pride. 


Editors of Arab papers praise Mahathir 


KUALA LUMPUR — Editors 
of major Arab newspapers have 
described Dr. Mahathir 
Mohamad as a role model for 
Muslim leaders. 

They are amazed by the 
prime minister’s vociferous 
speeches at international forums 
championing the cause of the 
Third World and the premier's 
leadership which has led to 
Malaysia’s impressive econom- 
ic growth and development. 

They also see Mahathir as a 
leading Muslim thinker who 
can interpret the demands of 
Islam in a practical manner and 
one who has used it as the key 
to Malaysia’s success. 

They expressed these view's 
personally at a two-hour meet- 
ing between Mahathir and 
seven editors, including those 
from Egypt and Jordan, at his 
office here yesterday. 

Publisher of the Sudanese 
newspaper Ai-Ray Al-Naam, 
Mahgoub Mohamed El-Hassan 
Erwa described Mahathir as a 
statesman and a leading Muslim 
thinker who could be a role 
model for other Muslim leaders. 

He said the secret of 


Malaysia’s economic success 
and ability to main tain stability 
and harmony among the vari- 
ous races should be shared with 
the Arab nations which were 
continually being pitted against 
each other by the West such as 
the dispute between Sudan and 
Egypt. 

The editor of Libyan newspa- 
per A1 Zahap A1 Akhbar. Dr. 
Abdul Kadir Ibrahim Al- 
Hadhiri. was deeply attracted to 
Malaysia’s five-year develop- 
ment plans which he described 
as key to the country’s contin- 
ued success. 

“Muslim countries can learn 
much from Malaysia and emu- 
late her approach and policies 
especially in eliminating pover- 
ty," he said. 

Mahathir modestly said that 
he had no intention of “teach- 
ing” any other country but 
expressed Malaysia's willing- 
ness to share her knowledge 
and experience. 

Senior economic writer for 
The News of Pakistan, Kiani 
Khaleeq Ahmad Khan said he 
was attracted to Mahathir's 
ideas on the way out of the eco- 


nomic crisis. 

He was also impressed with 
Mahathir’s views on Pakistan, 
which the prime minister had 
described as a very rich Muslim 
country which had the potential 
to emerge as a very strong 
Muslim Nation if she could 
overcome her internal prob- 
lems. 


Mahathir felt that the eco- 
nomic sanctions imposed on 
Pakistan were unfair as there 
was no economic and trade 
embargo on Israel which had 
nuclear weapons too. 

Reprinted from the Sun of 
Kuala Lumpur 


B0JTNG (R) — U.S. Secretary 
of State Madeleine Albright 
arrived in China Sunday amid 
reports of fresh detentions of 
dissidents which ensured that 
human rights would top a list of 
thorny disputes ranging from 
missiles to Macedonia. 

As Albright arrived in Beijing 
hot on the heels of an annual 
State Department Worid H uman 
Rights Report which criticised 
China, authorities continued the 
mop-up of dissent that drew the 
U-S. condemnation, a Hong 
Kong-based rights group said. 

Peng Ming, who led a reform 
dunk tank at die centre of last 
year’s short-lived flowering of 
political openness dubbed 
“Beijing spring”, was given an 
18-month labour camp sentence 
on charges of hiring a prostitute, 
the information centre of 
Human Rights and Democratic 
Movement in China said. 

The case of Peng, who was 
arrested on Jan. 25 and whose 
sentence without trial was 
revealed to his wife Friday, was 
“definitely a set-up", the centre 
said It warned police would 
employ women to entrap dozens 
more pro-democracy intellectu- 
als. 

The centre also said police 
detained two members of the 
China Democracy Party, the 
banned group at the centre of 
last vear's crackdown. Wu 


Yilong of Hangzhou, a founding 
party member, and Lu Xinhua 
of Wuhan, were taken away at 
the weekend 

The detentions capped a week 
in which Washington and 
Beijing squared off on a range 
of unrelated issues that high- 
lighted the complexity of a rela- 
tionship both have optimistical- 
ly termed a “strategic partner- 
ship". 

Spats over human rights, 
satellite sales and defence policy 
show die feel-good U-S.-China 
summit meetings of 1997-98 
have not led to a meeting of 
minds. 

Albright opens two days of 
talks Monday in tire wake of the 
release of the human rights 
report, which said China's 


Foreign ministry spokes- 
woman Zhang Qiyue issued a 
statement expressing “serious 
displeasure and resolute opposi- 
tion" to the report, issued a day 
after the US. Senate voted 99-0 
to urge the White House to pro- 
mote an anti-china resolution 
when die U.N. Human rights 
commission meets in Geneva in 
March. 

Thursday, Beijing voiced 
“strong resentment” at the 
Clinton administration's veto of 
the sale of $450 million worth of 
telecommunications satellites to 
China on the grounds the 
Chinese military was part of the 
buying consortium. 

U.S. security concerns cited 
for stopping the sale were 
"groundless” and it would hurt 


record deteriorated sharply in . the bflateral economic relation- 

1998. with severe limits on free- ship, Zhang said. 

dom of expression and associa- Jt . t Business ties, long .the bright . 


ton. 

China sharply denounced the 
report whose critical tone was 
long expected after last year’s 
detention of dozens of China 
Democracy Party activists and 
harsh sentences in closed trials 
for three party founders. 

The stare department blamed 
die crackdown on Beijing’s fear 
of unrest and said it overshad- 
owed China's October signature 
of the U.N. International 
Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights. 


spot of a relationship clouded by 
political disputes, have been 
strained over the past year by 
U.S. complaints about China’s 
S57 billion trade surplus, new 
Chinese trade barriers and the 
lack of progress on Beijing’s 1 3- 
y ear-old bid to join the World 
Trade Organisation (WTO). 

Albright was expected to dis- 
cuss China's WTO enny in a 
push for a breakthrough before 
Premier Thu Rongji visits 
Washington in April. The hard 
WTO negotiating, however, will 


be left to U.S. trade representa- 
tive Charlene Barshefsky, set to 
visit Beijing just as Albright 
winds down her March 1-2 trip. 

As if the perennial disputes 
were not enough, Albright will 
also face a grilling by Chinese 
counterpart Tong Jioxuan over a 
proposed U.S. missile defence 
system to protect Japan and 
South Korea that Beijing's rival 
Taiwan also wishes to join. 

China has denounced the mis- 
sile defence shield and fee 
London-based Financial Times 
said last week China made a 
veiled threat to transfer missile 
technology to third countries if 
Washington established such a 
missile umbrella. 

A Chinese about-face on mis- 
sile proliferation would reverse 
one of fee relatively few. suc- 
cesses the Clinton administra- 
tion has to show from its policy 
of strategic dialogue with China. 

Last week also saw a Chinese 
veto of an extension for fee UJ4. 
peacekeeping force in 
Macedonia in retaliation for the 
Balkan state's recognition of 
Taiwan. 

The United States said it 
regretted the Chinese decision, 
which adds to uncertainty sur- 
rounding peace talks in nearby 
Kosovo and undermines an 
operation Washington sees as a 
valuable contribution to stability 
in southeastern Europe. 


BMW. The first sports saloon to turn the world of luxury motoring upside down 










2 killed, 1 missing after 
ship rolls in rough seas 

TOKYO (API— Two crew members died and another was missing Sunday 
after a Panamanian cargo ship lurched in rough seas south of Japan, the 
Maritime Safety Agency (MSA) said. 

Meanwhile, a Honduran freighter ran aground off northern Japan because 
of strong winds Sunday, though its eight crew members escaped unharmed, 

the agency said. . 

The Panamanian-registered Andhika Adiratna. a 6,788-tonne caigo ship, 
was canvina a crew of 19 Indonesians and one Myanmarese when it lurched 
in strata winds Saturday night in the south east China Sea. Seventeen crew 
members were rescued by a msa patrol boat, foreign ships sailing nearby 
and helicopters from Taiwan, said Yusuke Otto, an MSA official. 

The names and nationalities of the dead and missing crew members were 
not known immediately, Ono said. 

The trouble occurred after engine troubles left the Andhika Aiiiratna dnft- 
in» in the sea about S3 kilometres southwest of Yonaguni island on the 
southern tip of the Japanese archipelago, the official said. 

The .Andhika Adiratna. carrying 3.000 tonnes of steel coil was heading 
for Taiwan from Shanghai via Japan’s Ishigaki island when the accident 

The ship's cargo may have shifted but there was no immediate danger of 
it sinkin 0 he said. 

The Andhika Adiratna is owned by .Alkali Shipping Co. of Singapore, the 

^ Meanwhile the 1213-tonne Honduran freighter Collins tan aground off 
Aomori, northern Japan, as the captain was seeking shelter from strong 

winds, the MSA said in a statement. . 

■pte crew _ two South Koreans, three Chinese and three Myanmareses 

were unharmed the MSA said. 




The new i? BMW 3 Series is excitement at its peak; an 
unparalleled driving experience. This is the sports 
saloon with zr. unrivaissc range of capability and 
dynamism unmatched by any car in its category. 


The BMW 3 Series is ultimate in uncompromising quality: 
sleek design, state-of-the-art technology, and luxurious 
interiors. Beyond these, it delivers the thrill of driving a 
sports car crafted along the lines cf German precision. 
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Blame enough 
to go around 


AFTER YESTERDAY'S talks with Jordanian 
officials, Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu offered some very promising words 
about the future of peace in the region. 

“We have no doubt that we should be able to 
move the peace process forward for the conclusion 
of the Wye River accords and the negotiation and 
conclusion of a permanent peace settlement,” he 
said. “We hope [this will be the case] also with 
Syria and Lebanon as well. These are our objec- 
tives.” 

He could have fooled us. 

Those words were spoken just hours before 
Israel launched a massive attack on Lebanon in 
retaliation for the alleged Hizboliah bombing of a 
military convoy in South Lebanon that killed a 
senior military officer and three other Israelis. 

The blame of course, lies with the Syrians, the 
Lebanese, the Iranians and the Palestinians, 
according to Israel, which appears to absolve itself 
of responsibility in occupying territory that does 
not belong to it and obstructing the daily lives of 
Lebanese citizens. 

We certainly do not condone any form of vio- 
lence, but we do understand and support the 
(internationally recognised) legitimate rights of 
south Lebanese citizens to live free of occupation, 
and sorely the responsibility for this gross disre- 
spect for all international law and convention does 
lay with Israel. 

It seems that Israel wants every other regional 
party to accept the full blame for messes that are 
partly of her own making without ever having to 
own up to her own responsibility In fomenting a 
just and lasting peace in the region. 

Netanyahu was also quick to blame the 
Palestinians alone for lack of progress in imple- 
menting the Wye River agreement. The 
Palestinian record speaks for itself, and is 
endorsed by the UJS. administration — the honest 
broker of peace. Although the Palestinians have 
not achieved 100 per cent implementation, we can 
say that Israel has in fact refused to live up to any 
of its own commitments. Incredibly, Netanyahu 
has implicated the Palestinians in Israel’s own 
failure to do so. 

The irony of both situations is truly tragic. 

We would like to suggest to Israel, first and fore- 
most, that she cannot expect to attain peace while 
waging war, which time and again has proven 
fruitless in Lebanon. Maybe the solution to attain- 
ing peace with that country and its patron (and 
sparing both Arab and Israeli lives) is to try the 
last remaining solution: full and unconditional 
withdrawal for which Israel bears responsibility. 

As far as the Palestinians are concerned, it 
would be a measure of Israel's integrity if it did an 
about face, tried a little reciprocity on for size, 
accepted some of the blame for the failure on the 
Palestinian track and implemented some of its 
own commitments. 

At the very' least, Israel could once and for all 
concede that there is enough blame for all in tbe 
region to share concerning our current state of 
affairs. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 Ra'i’s Tareq Masarweh commented on Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu's statements regarding 
Jordaniun-Iraqi relations. Masarweh said such a statement 
reflects a typical Israeli pattern of thinking, especially in times 
of clcctioas. He argued that Netanyahu knows that at present 
Iraq is unable to engage in any war, and the prime minister 
should realise that Masarweh added that Israel was also the 
only party to violate the peace treaty with Jordan, with the 
assault on Misha'al in Amman. He wondered what was 
behind Netanyahu's remarks about Jordan siding with Iraq in' 
1 99 1 . and whkher it will take the same position in case Israel 
gels attacked. Jordan is not concerned with the prime minis- 
ter’s version of security, and if he wants Israel to be a part of 
the region, he must take other countries' security into consid- 
eration. Even with U.S. support, Netanyahu will not be able 
to “cancel" the people of the region, said Masarweh. 


A1 Dustour's editorial said the visit of senior Palestinian offi- 
cials to Jordan and their discussions with the Kingdom’s lead- 
ership prove how strong and important the two countries’ 
relations are. The visits’ importance increases with the con- 
tinuing efforts and contacts to get rid of obstacles faring the 
Palestinian side in the peace process as a result of 
Netanyahu's policies, added the editorial However, said the 
newspaper, it is obvious that Netanyahu’s "narrow" election 
prospects were the main reason behind aborting such well- 
intentioned diplomatic efforts. It seems that election ‘fever.” 
which is getting stronger in Israel has recently forced die 
prime minister to cast doubt on Jordan’s peaceful intentions, 
which were established under His Majesty King Hussein’s 
leadership. The editorial said that while people are very satis- 
fied about Jordanian-Palestinion cooperation, coordination 
and deliberation, they are worried about Netanyahu’s political 
gomes with both countries, ignoring all signed agreements. 


Which day for the two-day weekend? 


NOW THAT the two-day week- 
end seems like a certainty, it is 
critical to pick the extra day of the 
week. Will it be Thursday or 
Saturday? Rumour has it that 
Thursday is the choice additional 
weekend day for the public sector 
and Saturday is the day for banks. 
Dividing the labour market among 
two weekends is a market distort- 
ing approach whose ramifications 
should be carefully studied. 

Any analysis of this type of 
problem must first look at 
labour's incentives in the context 
of the demand for leisure, which, 
like the demand for all goods, 
must depend on the opportunity 
cost (cost of work foregone by the 
worker — hourly wage rate), the 
worker’s level of wealth (non- 
wage income), and the worker’s 
preferences (like or dislike for the 
work). In addition, one must eval- 


uate if any extra benefits would 
arise from having the Thursday- 
Friday weekend instead of Friday- 
Saturday. 

While the opportunity cost may 
be the same, all workers would, 
on the basis of opportunity cost 
alone, be indifferent to the choice 
of day — as long as they get two 
days a week their opportunity cost 
is the same. Furthermore, since 
the work hours of the public sec- 
tor would be slightly increased in 
either case and the banking sector 
will offer its services for two extra 
hours beyond the work hours of 
government, then there is no need 
To have a day in the week for con- 
ducting banking services. Plus, 
with the advent of Internet bank- 
ing such a reason would be com- 
pletely irrelevant in the near 
furore. 

On the other hand, workers 


whose incomes are high and have 
spouses that work in the banking 
sector may value having the same 
weekend as their spouses and thus 
would be hurt by having a 
Thursday off while the rest of the 
family is off on Saturday. In other 
words, those workers who value 
their leisure time highly because 
they are wealthy, would be most 
adversely affected if they cannot 
spend the whole weekend with 
their children and spouse. This 
layer of society is the one whose 
leisure time would lead to greater 
internal tourism, more spending to 
fuel the economy and less unem- 
ployment. However, if they are 
uQable to secure the whole family 
for a two-day weekend they may 
opt to switch employment or go 
unemployed which would 
increase unemployment 

As for preferences, both the 


Economic Review 



Dr. Yusuf Mansur 


high income group and the low 
income group would be indiffer- 
ent to the choice of day, since nei- 
ther Thursday nor Saturday is a 
worship day for Muslims or 
Christians. In fact, it was only 
custom that made public schools 


and universities have Thursday 
2 Friday off with no inflow 
basis or even necessity. Therefore. 
dZ worker is indifferent between 
Thursday and Saturday on the 
basis of pure preference. Any dis- 
like of Saturday as the second day 
of the weekend should therefore 

be minor. , . , , 

Evidently, the choice day 

should be Saturday. The fin* and 
lit components of the traditional 
demand for leisure are the same 
for all layers of society, with the 
only difference being for those 
that are wealthier than others. 
Choosing Thursday for one group 
and Saturday for another would 
only help create disgruntled work- 
ers and attract whole households 
away from the public sector to the 
banking sector or the reverse. The 
pressure on either sector would be 
artificial and unnecessary. 


Birth of a buzzword 


The father of ‘globality’ explains what it means and 
why the world needs it 


By Daniel Yergin 


ARE YOU sure you want to do this?” asked a 
friend. He was looking through the manuscript of 
“The Commanding Heights," the book I co- 
authored with Joseph Stanislaw. His eye had been 
stopped by the word “globality." He went to his 
dictionary. It wasn’t there. 

Still, my answer to his question was “yes.” We 
weren't consciously trying to coin a new manage- 
ment-speak buzzword. Rather, we wanted to find 
some respite from a growing dissatisfaction with 
die word “globalisation.” Minted not much more 
than a decade ago, globalisation has become the 
inescapable and admittedly useful axiom of tbe 
international economy, the poster word of the 
post-communist world. But as with all words, it 
has its limits. It defines a process — the interna- 
tionalisation of economic activities — that is cru- 
cial to today's business strategies. We were trying 
to convey something else, something larger than 
business and economics, though encompassing 
both: something pointed more towards the new 
century. Not a process, but the results of a process: 
a place, a condition, the situation dial comes after- 
ward. 

Globality’s profile was raised some by the title 
of an article I wrote for NEWSWEEK. “The Age 
of Globality.” Still, the globality buzz was low- 
key — until just a few weeks ago. I rolled into the 
Swiss ski village of Davos for the 29th annual 
World Economic Forum — the epicentre of the' 
world’s intellectual capital market — and discov- 
ered that the theme of this year’s talkathon was 
“Responsible Globality.” As Prof. Klaus Schwab, 
founder of the WEF. told The Wall Street Journal: 
“We wanted to look beyond the economic dimen- 
sions of what is happening... It is a globality.” The 
word seemed to fall off the lips of Davos panel- 
lists with an ease that suggested years of familiar- 


ity. “Globality is here to stay," said U.S. Sen. John 
Kerry. And so, it seems, is the word. Bill Gates 
told a Davos session that he would have globality 
added to Microsoft’s dictionary — much appreci- 
ated, as the spell check on my computer would 
then stop underlining it as an error. 

So, what is globality? It is the 24-hour intercon- 
nected, hyperactive, sleep-deprived, e-mail- 
fuelled world. It is symbolised by Amazon.com, 
which sold its first book less than four years ago 
and now has 6.2 million customers. It is a world 
where governments have less leverage over their 
own economies. And where companies really do 
operate on a global basis — as Hewlett-Packard's 
CEO Lewis Platt says, in “a seven-day, 24-hour 
work-week where things are changing very rapid- 
ly.” Non governmental organisations also increas- 
ingly project their influence globality. E-com- 
merce straddles borders and ignores tax collec- 
tors. Esperanto is not going to make a comeback, 
but common vocabularies are adopted by increas- 
ing numbers of people around the world — 
whether in software and operating systems or 
one’s daily newsfeed. 

Three forces are interacting to create this new 
globality. The first is a move away from counting 
on governments to manage economies and 
towards a much greater confidence in the ability 
of markets to function fairly and deliver the 
goods. This translates into deregulation and pri- 
vatisation. Government gets out of business own- 
ership, and out of the business of sheltering com- 
panies and markets from international competi- 
tion. 

The' second spur to globality:. bonders are erod- ■ 
mg as individuahnational economies are integral-. 
edlThmk bf the European Central Bank and the 
World Trade Organisation. The rapid growth of 
trade, investment and capital markets is also tying 
countries together. International brands beat out 
national champions. And third, add to all this the , 
relentless force of technology, which provides the 
working foundation for globality. Cheap commu- 


nications and information technology are fashion- 
ing a woven world, a global community — or, 
more precisely, a multitude of global communi- 
ties. It’s hard not to stay in touch — or get in 
touch. 

Globality helps to explain the ceaseless wave of 
big mergers blurring . national identities. 
Opportunities now exist that would have been 
unthinkable — or politically impossible — a few 
years ago. The ever more intense cross-border 
competition seems to require a new scale and 
broader capabilities, while shareholders increas- 
ingly demand high-calibre financial performance. 
Globality has some very nice features — such as 
higher incomes, wider choice and 
“anything.com.” It also has some very unappeal- 
ing aspects, such as the financial contagion that 
has swept around the world. 

Tbe heart of this year's Davos, at least for me, 
lay in its use of the word “responsible.” Taking 
globally as a given, it asked, “What kind of glob- 
ality?” That question underlies debates about 
everything from what to do about the tidal flows 
of capital, to the environment, to social justice and 
the reform of the welfare state, to the power and 
magic of the media. What will be the rules of this 
new reality? How will the world manage itself? 
What happens to culture and national identity? 
How will this affect the billions of the world's 
poor? Inherent in all these questions is the under- 
lying issue of legitimacy and acceptability. One 
sort of globality or another is inevitable. It will 
increasingly affect the lives of an ever-growing 
number of people. Its workings can bring many 
benefits and opportunities. It can also generate 
> much disruption and discord. 

Globality is not necessarily the most beautiful 
word, not even when set amid the snow and splen- 
dour of the Swiss Alps. But it has two things going 
for it: it captures a new reality, and its useful. Any 
day now, it’ll show up in a dictionary. You read it 
here first 

— Newsweek 


Letters to 

The other side of the story 


I Why should anyone trust Iraq? 


I HAVE been reading with great interest and sometimes. I am sorry to say, with won- 
der. the editorials and compilations recently published on Kurdish terrorist activities 
in Turkey. Thrkish government's possible approaches and its backlash described to be 
fantastic. I am certainly well aware of the symbiotic relationship between the media 
and terrorism; however, this time it has gone far beyond putting Turkey on trial (as Dr. 
Musa Keilani did) for its approach to the matter. Therefore. I felt myself forced to give 
the esteemed Jordanian public opinion a chance for a better underctanding of the basic 
facts on the issue through this humble contribution. 

There are about eight million Turkish citizens of Kurdish origin in Turkey, among 
a total population of approximately 65 million, the vast majority of whom live in the 
western parts of the country, rather than in the southeastern pans, which some 
Jordanian newspapers label “Kurdistan" and where for the most part, the PKK ter- 
rorist activities take place. There ore more citizens of Kurdish origin living in Istanbul 
than in the southeastern part of the country. In the Turkish Parliament, there are close 
to two hundred elected deputies of Kurdish origin out of a total of 550. and the speak- 
er is one. As will be noticed, Turkish citizens of Kurdish origin in- parliament, as com- 
pared to their relative size in the population at large (1/12), has a much higher pro- 
portion (1/3). 

Since the parliamentarians are elected by universal suffrage by the entire eligible 
Ttiridsh constituents and represent, not merely their own constituencies, but the nation 
as a whole, the greater proportion of deputies of Kurdish origin in tbe parliament 
underscores two facts: One is that there is no discrimination against their ethnic origin 
and the other is that they have foil and equal participation in the administration and 
the destiny of the country. Therefore, appeals For a political solution through negotia- 
tions for our citizens of Kurdish origins is tantamount to nothing less than asking us 
either to treat them as second-class citizens or to secede Turkish land to terrorism. 
There are no restrictions on citizens of Turkish or Kurdish origin on how to ethnical- 
ly define themselves or what language they speak. They can feel themselves whatev- 
er they may feel to be. No group of people need to be autonomous fa- those purpos- 
es. 

The issue in Turkey is not, as some have put it, a Kurdish problem, nor is it about 
Kurdish nationalism. It is, at its eras, separatist terrorism in the guise of a struggle for 
political and cultural rights conducted by a very small proportion of Kurds. Therefore, 
it is treated as such to protect Turkey's integrity. This land has been moulded wife our 
Wood into a country for the pm thousand years and no one should entertain any ideas 
or hopes to the contrary. Citizens of Kurdish origin also shed their Wood wife their 
Turkish compatriots to establish the Turkish Republic. They have equal rights in the 
republic as their Turkish compatriots, and as such they do not deserve to be second 
class citizens nor to be a minority in a country where they have an equal share. 

The country is one with its citizens and territory and we do not maintain [he 
strongest army in Europe for anything else. No one should foil into the anachronism 
of pretending to live in the early part of this century, when bonders were drawn in var- 
ious distant capitals and hideouts. 

Oralan is the leader of a separatist terrorism organisation (PKK), and he shall be 
treated as such in the independent Turkish courts. He is responsible for the mass mur- 
der of thousands of our citizens of Kurdish origin, children, women and the elderly, in 
his bid to force their villages to join his vicious forces. 

Let this be a lesson to all those who have doubted foe determination or resolve of 
foe Turkish nation: to those who for years have protected or condoned the atrocities 
or who lave prevented their own justice carrying out their functions, either in vain 
hope and self-serving interests or out of fear of retribution by the PKK. 

Vte expea those governments, institutions, politicians as well as opinion leaders to 
refrain from saying amen to an impossible prayer or wish, but also to join the right 
path towards a decent worid 


I WOULD like to take exception to your editorial yesterday (“Playing 
their cards right,” JT Feb. 28) in which you advise the governments of 
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait to take up Baghdad’s offer of unconditional 
dialogue “in order to ex amin e the extent of the sincerity of the Iraqi 
regime.’’ 

in the first place, why are you presuming to interfere in the internal 
affairs of other countries, (Kuwait and Saudi Arabia) since it is the stat- 
ed policy of the Jordanian and other governments not to interfere with 
the internal affairs of another country. 

Secondly, how many more proofs of Iraq’s insincerity are needed 
before everyone is convinced that this regime will continue to lie and 
deceive as long as it is in power. The latest laughable example was when 
Tareq Aziz was in Ankara and the government in Baghdad issued a threat 
to bomb the Incirlik air-base in Turkey. When questioned about it, he 
(Aziz) denied any such intention! 

Finally, why is it assumed that if this regime falls Iraq will be divided? 
Why not consider the more realistic position that this regime, by hang- 
ing on to power at all costs and by all means, is causing the division of 
Iraq. Already the north is functioning (successfully) as a separate entity 
while the situation in the south is chaos: government oppression during 
the day and lawlessness during the night. At any moment, a rebellion or 
insurrection may break out causing further division and suffering. 

It would be wise to calculate the amount of damage this regime has 
done to its people, the people of Kuwait and the rest of the Arab and 
Muslim countries before making any statements about their “sincerity.” 


M. Tareq, 
P.O. Box 941054 
Amman 


Letters of condolence 


I WOULD like to convey my deepest condolences to the entire Royal 
family and the Jordanian people for the loss of a great world leader, fate 
King Hussein. 

Years ago, my father had the privilege to be one of the late King's 
Royal security officers. When I was a little girl, I remember my father 
telling me many interesting stories about the King and his “down to 
earth" personality. 

May God bless his soul. 


Ameena Kama! Shurdom 
Dallas, Texas 
U.S. 


His Excellency Tuncer Topur 
Ambassador of Turkey 
Embassy of Turkey 
Amman 


I WISH to offer my deepest sympathy to Jordan and her people on (he 
death of Hussein Ben Talal. His Majesty was a great man and inspira- 
tional leader who brought Jordan through some terrible times, and has 
shaped a nation of which he and all Jordanians can be proud. 

May God grant Hussein’s courage to his people; his wisdom to his son- 
and his example to the world. 

Where he is, there will Paradise be. 


Ken Robertson 
Scarborough 
Western Australia 


Waleed 
M. Sadi 
Footnote 


THE U.S. State Department's 
annual human rights report for 
1998 described Jordan's human 
rights ream! for that year as 
“uneven.” The report cited many 
shortcomings and outright viola- 
tions of basic human rights in the 
Kingdom’s policies and prac- 
tices ranging from prolonged 
detention without charge. lack of 
due process, harassment of 
members of political opposition 
parties and significant restric- 
tions on freedom of speech, 
press, assembly and association. 
The report also condemned 
widespread institutional and 
societal discrimination against 
women, the lenient treatment of 
men convicted of committing 
so-called ‘honour crimes.” Mid 
lack of effective protection of 
migrant workers especially 
domestic servants. The report 
also claims foul wrongful deaths 
of persons in custody incurred in 
1995. 1996 and 1997. 

What is perplexing in this con- 
text is the widespread publicity 
given to the U.S. annual human 
rights reports at a time when 
there are much more thorough 
human rights findings by several 
intemational human rights moni- 
toring bodies which deserve at 
least equal scrutiny and exami- 
nation. For starters. Washington 
is ill-placed to pass judgements 
on other countries since it itself 
lacks credibility as a human 
rights arbiter. Of all foe Western 
countries, not to mention other 
countries, Washington keeps one 
of the lowest profiles when it 
comes to ratification of basic 
international human rights con- 
ventions and treaties, It took the 
US. nearly two decades to pre- 
scribe to the Intemational 
Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights UCCPRj. one of the most 
basic human rights treaties ever. 
The \JS. has until now not rati- 
fied the International Covenant 
on Economic. Social and 
Cultural Rights (1CESCR). foe 
second most important pillar of 
intemational human rights law. 
What adds insult to injury is the 
continuous effort of foe U.S. to 
undermine and ridicule ICESCR 
at different intemational fora. 

Instead of listening to what 
Washington has to say about our 
human rights record, we should 
be timing in to foe various treaty 
bodies which monitor our prac- 
tices and policies much more 
closely and extensively. Jordan 
submits periodic reports to no 
less than five treaty bodies on its 
human rights policies and prac- 
tices. It is what these bodies have 
to say that we should be listening 
to and not what foe US. State 
says annually. With 
respect foe U.S. State 
reports are often 
axused of being rather doctored 
selective and coached in a politi- 
cal framework to suit certain 
political guidelines or agendas. 
VvTiai they specifically lack is an 
internationally binding standard 
or ^standards on the basis of 
which judgements on nations 
can be rendered. 

Ijf our human rights record is 
"Uneven." foe n we are 
ockv, because human rights pro- 
hles of practically even country' 

Earth is m least “uneven.'' To 

sims Jordan has several pock- 
ets of significant human rights 
Infringements, and these vfola- 
Dons . Wl11 stay with us until we 
exerase foe ultimate political 
jj 31x1 "wrify foe mtemational- 
*> documented violations, make 
IT . man n 'ghts treaties invio- 
3 coun °f law and estab- 
hsh foe post of an effective, free 
cmd independent "ombudsman.” 
w keep abreast of all develoD- 
Short of these 
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Features /News 

Spanlsh-Jordanian team uncovers Amman Citadel 
Umayyad congregational mosque, novel urban plan 


Jordan Times, Monday, March 1, 1999 


led team has uncovered the larernn" 
gregationa] mosque and other'puWie 
structures that formed the core of 
Umayyad era urbanism on the C rade 
! Amman. Some of the innovation 
dtat were starred near the Citadel "f 
Amman — and that have now been 
I firmly documented _ later spread* 
i lnf,uen . ce * e concept and design of 
I ernes in North Africa and Islamic 

| jpOlfl . 

! exciting discoveries at the 

| Citadel show that the hean of its early 

Islamic city comprised a large public 
square that was flanked by "the main 
congregational mosque to the south 
the domed audience hall of the 
Umayyad palace to the north, and two 
rows of shops forming a souq to the 
east and west. This great square was 
also the central point at which all the 
mam roads on the Citadel converged 
according to project director Ignacio 
Arce. a Spanish architect-archaeolo- 
gist who has worked in Jordan for the 
past four years and whose research 
has led to these discoveries. 

“The great square is the main social 
and urban link between the two parts 
of the Citadel that represented secular 
and religious power, symbolised by 
the palace and the mosque, both 
embraced by the market porticoes,” 
he said in a recent interview. 




He said the walled town on the sum- 
mit of the Citadel probably housed an 
urban elite, while the majority of the 
population continued to live in the 
city below the Citadel (around the 
area of the Roman theatre and 
Fonim), He believes that three 
perimeter gates gave onto three roads 
within the hill-top town, and the roads 
all led into the central square/souq 
that “effectively organised the basic 
features of the urban space in the 
Umayyad period." The three streets 
are all visible now, after the excava- 
tions. One from the south-east leads 
past the laige Byzantine church to the 
square; the two others lead from the 
south-west (west of the mosque) 
towards the square and mosque and 
from the square towards a door in the 
west wall of the Citadel. 

The large square/souq was the pivot 
of the Umayyad town on the Citadel, 
and is situated almost exactly at the 
centre of the upper terrace of the 
Citadel (the lower terrace stretches 
Towards the east beyond the standing 
Temple of Hercules, and is largely 
unexcavated.). It has an irregular 
trapezoidal shape because it had to be 
designed within some existing struc- 
tures from the Roman and Byzantine 
periods, such as the now domed audi- 
ence hall to the north, and the position 
of the new mosque, with its shifted 
orientation towairis Mecca, from the 
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A plan of the structures of the Upper Terrace of the Citadel in 
early 1998.The mosque and souq/plaza area is in the bottom 
half of the plan, the audience hall (entrance hall) is in the 
centre, and the royal palace or administrative complex is at 
the top (plan by Ignacio Arce, Spanish Archaeological Mis- 
sion) 


south. 

The mosque is located in the most 
important spot around the square, and 
rises above it on an artificial platform 
that was formed by the construction 
of a 1.5 metre-wide perimeter retain- 
ing and foundation wall. The mosque 
is oriented on a north-south axis, fac- 
ing Mecca. It is almost a perfect 
square measuring 33.6 metres on each 
side. Inside, it comprised a hypostiJe 
hall with a ‘forest* of columns paral- 
lel to the external walls (similar to the 
great mosque at Cordoba.), with six 
north-south rows and seven east-west 
rows of columns. A small court in the 
centre of the mosque is formed by (he 
deliberate absence of four columns. 
The interior thus can be described as 
having three bays parallel to the qibla 
wall, and a double portico, or riwaq. 
around the central court. 

Most of the mosque was destroyed 
by modem construction and other 
activities since the Umayyad period. 
The qibla (south) wall and half the 
west wall are preserved up to a metre 
high, while just three columns were 
found in their original place (though 
the places of the other columns were 
easily identified by foundation 
remains). The large mihr ab (prayer 
niche) is well preserved in the south 
wall. The front of the mosque was 
entered from the square/souq via a 
monumental staircase and platform. 

Decorative elements found at the 
site have allowed Arce to elaborate a 
hypothetical reconstruction of the 
facade,, with three doors amidst a 
frieze of niches, similar to the ones of 
the audience hall, showing strong 
Persian influence. 

A well-built, symmetrical building 
was partially uncovered immediately 
behind the back of the mosque's qibla 
wall, with rooms arranged around a 
central courtyard. Its function is not 
clear, it has been suggested variously 
as a khan for travellers, the residence 
of a religious person, or a facility for 
the personal use of the emir when be 
went to pray at the mosque. A small 
door west of the mihrab of the 
mosque leads directly to this building 
through a small back street. Opposite 
the mosque, on the north side of the 
square, is the domed audience hall, 
which was rebuilt on the foundations 
of an earlier cross-shaped Byzantine 
. building. The audience hall provided 
. access from the square to the palace, 
which occupies the entire north side 
of the Citadel. (A Roman era pagan 
temple probably stood in this area 
previously). The precise use of the 
palace is not verified. It seems to have 
been a ‘palatine city’ that served both 
as the residence of the political 
authority (a governor or emir) and his 
public administrative complex. 

The square was formed by building 
two rows of shops on the east and 
west sides of the space between the 
audience hall and the mosque. The 
shops comprised a simple row of 
rooms, each with a door opening onto 
the square. A row of single columns 
formal a portico in front of both the 
east and west shops. Other early 
Islamic towns (e.g. An jar. Palmyra, 
Beisan/Beth-shan) have similar rows 
of shops, but facing onto streets not 
onto a major public square. 

“The placement of the square, the 


souq, the congregational mosque, and 
the palace together in one unified 
urban design represents an absolutely 
original town layout in the Umayyad 
period," Arce said, 

“The new layout of the square 
makes it a commercial area but also 
the essential organising nucleus of the 
new city, containing the two most 
important public buildings — the 
mosque and the palace, and it is also 
the meeting place of the 
principal streets coming 
from the town gates," he 
added. 

The square/souq estab- 
lished a clear distinction 
between the mosque and 
the palace, Arce said, but 
it could also be used by 
both. The square could be 
used for prayers when the 
mosque could Dot accom- 
modate all the faithful, and 
it could also hold audi- 
ences wbo might come to 
hear the emir speak from 
the elevated terrace of the 
audience hall. The square 
also establishes a close 
relationship among the 
three principal powers of 
the Umayyad era — the 
mosque, the royal palace, 
and the souq merchants. 

Arce suggests that this 
arrangement “bears a 
resemblance to the later 
patterns of utopian cities, 
or even to the real exam- 
ples of Renaissance cities 
where the palace, the 
church and the market 
were laid out in urban 
spaces beautifully 

designed through the for- 
mal control of urban 
imagery." East of the 
square is a large esplanade 
that was left as an open 
area in the Umayyad peri- 
od (its previous Byzantine 
buildings were destroyed 
and filled in). 

The esplanade was prob- 
ably used as an open air 
prayer area during major 
feasts, a military parade or 
exhibition ground, or for 
other purposes, Arce said. 

A large circular water 
. reservoir was built at the 
north end of the esplanade, 
near the baths complex that 
is linked to the royal 
palace. The bath complex, 
which has been restored, 
seems to have been used 
by both the public and the 
people inside the royal 
palace complex, for it is 
accessible from both areas. 

Locating the mosque and 
the baths outside the royal 
palace and administration complex is 
unlike the situation at most other 
Umayyad palaces, Arce said. 

Perhaps this arrangement in 
Amman aimed to exploit the ‘social* 
nature of these facilities, and to link 
the royal and public parts of the city 
through the mechanism of the facili- 
ties located around the square/souq. 
At the mosque and the baths, people 
could get together for prayer and 


but could also engage in 
sorts of business or inrerac- 


leisure, 
other 
tions. 

West of the square/souq is a Byzan- 
tine-Umayyad residential area that 
has been only partially excavated - , 
work will continue there after the 
back wall of the western shops is 
consolidated. Current efforts focus 
on understanding the history of the 
main street on the Citadel, which was 




General ground-level view of the Citadel mosque from the north, with 
some of the facade’s decorative stones in the foreground (photo by 
Rami G. Khouri) 



Close-up view of some of the decorative stones from the facade of 
the mosque (photo by Rami G. Khouri) 


used in the Roman, Byzantine and 
Early Islamic periods. The mosque, 
plaza, shops, audience hall, and street 
are all accessible to visitors today, 
even while the work continues. 

The excavations to date suggest that 
the size of the town’s population (at 
least on the Citadel; declined from the 
Byzantine to the Umayyad eras. 

The team members working on this 
project include, along with Arce, 


archaeologists Hanadi Taher, Bassim 
Abbadi and Ghasan Ramahi, and 
architect/engineer Manal Riniawi. 
The overall director of the project is 
Dr. Antonio AJmagro. a prominent 
Spanish scholar who is currently the 
director of the School of Arab Studies 
in Granada, Spain. The work is 
financed primarily by the Spanish 
government, with technical support 
and some funding from the Jordanian 
Department of Antiquities. 


Israel launches military 
offensive in Lebanon 


(Continued frontpage 1) 

Netanyahu and .Arens accused 
qgjHizbolkih of violating a three- 
v ear-old cease tin: agreement by 
firing rackets into northern 
Israel, first before dawn on Sun- 
day and again Sunday evening. 

"We are not trying to e>caiaie 
the conflict, but we cannot toler- 
ate these attacks and the contin- 
uation of losses among '.tut 
troops," ' Netiny ahu said. 

A spokesman for the Hizbol- 
luh militia denied its guerrillas 
had bombarded northern Israel. 

"We den*, categorically hav- 
ing shelled* northern Israel." he 

mid AFP 

“Nat a single aboil has 
emanated from south Lebanon 
onto northern Israel." he said. 

NcLinvjhu also made clear 
his government held the 
regime in Beirut responsible for 
the conflict in southern 
Lebanon, leaving the door open 
for reprisals against Lebanese 
targets 

"The cause of this conflict i> 
the military and political inabili- 
i> of the Lebanese government 
in impose its authority in south 
Lebanon and prevent the ureas 
from being used as a launching 
pad for attacks tin Israel, he 
said. 

Bariier Sunday. ah'Ul 3 41 
Lracfa blocked runic outside 
dflerare ministry to 
“Stfis ceeupalion o5 *'Ulh 

Lebanon. 

The denxxismdur. w a- onwh‘ 


ised by the so-called Four Moth- 
ers group which has been cam- 
paigning over the past year for 
Israel to withdraw untiatmUy 
from the so-called “buffer zone" 
it occupies in south Lebanon. 

Gerstein. 3S. was thechiefliai- 
son officer between Israel audits 
Lebanese militia allies, who are 
known as the Somh Lebanon 
.Army and. help the Israelis patrol 
the occupation zone. 

He was the most senior Israeli 
officer killed in Lebanon since 
Maj. Gen. Yekutiel Adam died 
in the I9S2 invasion that evicted 
Palestinian guerrillas. 

His vehicle — described by 
urea residents as an armor-plated 
Mercedes car — careened off 
rt*. mad. overturned and 
dropped into the valley below 
w here it burst into flames. 

Gerstein was travelling in a 
corivov between the Lebanese 
villases of Kawkaba and Has- 
te^ about six kilometres north 
of the Israeli border 

A second roadside bomb 
expkxied shortly after the first 
one hut injured no one. It went 
off as uwp* souidrt aid ^ 
comrades in Geretein’s convoy. 

The army named the two 
other soldiers killed as Sgt Maj. 
Imud Abu RLsh. 34. and Rist 
S-l Omer Al Mxtiz. 21Abu 
Rjsh was Irani Yariu. a Druze 
Arab village- 

' Mso killed was Brael Radio 
ropier Uan Roev. 31 wbowas 
preparing a report on south 
Lebanon. 


Netanyahu reaffirms ties with Jordan, blames PNA 


(Continued from page 1) 

“We know that the 
[Hashemite! regime is sta- 
ble." he said 'll has passed 
the shock of King Hussein’s 
death, and is getting stable. 
Jordan has a King and a poli- 
cy that will continue peaceful 
relations." 

Since the fiasco broke on 
Friday, Jordan’s response to 
the statements has been sub- 
dued. Yesterday, Tarawa eh 
said that “between the prime 
minister and myself, I think 
we've clarified the whole 
thing on the lecture [at Bar 
Dan] and the statements." 

Officials wbo attended the 
yesterday’s meeting 

described the atmosphere as 
“usual” 

Two crucial issues for Jor- 
dan — water and economic 
cooperation — were prime 
topics during discussions. 
Jordan is relying on bolstered 
economic ties with Israel and 
the Palestinian National 
Authority to help rehabilitate 
the economy following the 
economic devastation 
wrought by the 1990-1991 
Gulf War, when the Kingdom 
lost its largest bilateral trade 
partner, Iraq. It is also anxious 
to secure an additional 50 
million cubic metres of water 
dictated in the peace treaty. 

A Jordanian official told the 
Jordan Times that Minister of 
Water and Irrigation Ham 
MuHd and the Israeli Water 
Commissioner should meet 


within days to discuss bilater- 
al water issues. Minister of 
Trade and Industry Moham- 
mad Saleh Hourani and his 
Israeli counterpart Natan Sha- 
ransky are to meet twice this 
month, once in the region to 
renew the bilateral trade 
accord that expired in January 
and once in Washington to 
sign agreements that will 
expand the Qualifying Indus- 
trial Zone to two new zones. 

Netanyahu said that during 
discussions, Israel “reaf- 
firmed its commitment to bol- 
ster the peace between [Jor- 
dan and Israel] and to contin- 
ue to expand the peace 
between us and the Palestini- 
ans" 

“Jordan plays an exemplary 
role in assisting us In other 
areas of peace, especially 
with the Palestinians, and this 
assistance and skill is very 
much appreciated," be said 
“We have no doubt that we 
should be able to move the 
process forward with the 
Palestinians for the conclu- 
sion of Wye and the negotia- 
tion and conclusion of a per- 
manent peace." 

“We hope this can be done 
with Syria and eventually 
Lebanon as wed" the prime 
minister said, just hours 
before Israel launched an 
offensive a gains t Lebanon in 
retaliation for a Hizbollah 
attack that killed an Israeli 
general and three others. 

However, during his press 
conference with reporters, he 


said the blame lay with the 
Palestinians for negligible 
progress in implementing the 
Wye River accords, signed 
last October in Washington 
after a last minute interven- 
tion by King Hussein. 

Pundits have criticised the 
Netanyahu administration for 
stonewalling ahead of elec- 
tions in Israel scheduled for 
May 17. 

‘1 want to say clearly that 
we don’t hesitate to move for- 
ward with the second phase 
of the Wye agreement.” 
Netanyahu said “[Forward 
movement] was put off not 
because of elections, but 
because of the failure of the 
Palestinians to comply with 
several key provisions of the 
accords.” 

Israel insists that the PNA 
must reduce its police force, 
collect illegal weapons and 
“stop incitement and put in 
jail, rate than free, terror- 
ists" before die process goes 
forward 

“The implementation of 
Wye must go forward based 
on Palestinian implementa- 
tion, and as Wye specifies, 
Israeli implementation fol- 
lowing that,” be said 

A Jordanian official, speak- 
ing on condition of anonymi- 
ty, said that during die meet- 
ing Jordan expressed its frus- 
tration at the lack of progress 
on implementing Wye 
accords. 

“We think that the bottom 
line is implementation,” said 


the official. “We believe that 
all recognised the progress 
the Palestinians have made in 
implementing their agree- 
ments and commitments. One 
should look at the U.S. posi- 
tion... The United States was 
a partner in the Wye River 
accord and they can vouch for 
the truth of die matter." 

The Wye River agreement, 
among other things, commits 
Israel to pull back from an 
additional 13 per cent and 
release 750 political prison- 
ers. The Palestinians must 
cooperate on security issues 
and have already amended 
“anti-Israeli" articles in their 
national charter. 

Earlier this month, a U.S. 
administration official said 
tiie Palestinians have carried 
out some of their commit- 
ments, such as the amend- 
ment of the charter, while 
Israel has carried out none. 

Netanyahu, however, said 
‘Israel can find other ways of 
cooperation on implementa- 
tion short of complete Pales- 
tinian implementation." 

“However, I believe that the 
Palestinians are not likely to 
take that up, because they 
would like to have, for the 
coming months at least, the 
perception or appearance of 
no movement,” he said. 

Following his meeting with 
King Abdullah, Netanyahu 
said he was “very much 
impressed with his leadership 
and the fact that be is continu- 
ing with the policies of King 


Hussein." 

‘T think -he is a wise and 
able leader in a stable coun- 
try" he said. “A country that 
has strong and durable* rela- 
tions with Israel. No one 
should cast a doubt over (hat 
relationship." 

The Israeli premier was 
invited by the late King Hus- 
sein to Amman in 1996, just 
ahead of elections that year 
— a move that many viewed 
as a tacit endorsement of the 
Likud candidate after Jordan 
had grown frustrated with 
Labour wavering on several 
issues in the peace process. 
Tara wn eh yesterday told 

reporters that Netanyahu’s 
visit should not be interpreted 
as an expression of preference 
for one Israeli candidate or 
another. 

"Our policy. vis-D-vis Israel 
and any other countjy, is that 
we do not interfere in their 
internal relations,” Tarawneh 
said. “We are not here to 
invite candidates or parties, 
because [Jordan] is not part of 
the Israeli elections. Those 
who want to come are wel- 
come. This is a very open 
country and we receive every- 
one. But we do not initiate 
such invitations to anyone" 
The Israeli visit was not 
welcomed ■ by the Lower 
House of Parliament, whose 
members blasted the premier 
for interfering in the King- 
dom's internal affairs. 

Deputies described state- 
ments attributed to him last 


week as “provocative." 

"These statements were not 
made to gain votes in Israel's 
upcoming elections, but 
rather express the real inten- 
tions of Netanyahu," Deputy 
Ghalib Zou'bi told his col- 
leagues in Parliament. 

‘“Our relations with Arab 
countries are issues ihai con- 
cern us alone, and nobody has 
the right to dictate to us how 
our foreign policy should be 
applied," Ayed’ Adaileh 
added. 

“For the first time in rav life 
I wish such statements by 
Netanyahu were true. It is our 
desire to have such an alliance 
with a country like Iraq," 
Mohammad Oran told his fel- 
low deputies. 

According to Deputy 
Ahmad Ajaimeh, 

Netanyahu’s statements rep- 
resent the “mentality of the 
right-wing Likud which is 
aimed at creating unrest in the 
country and the region." 

Foreign Minister Abdul Dah 
Khatib told the House that the 
government had expressed its 
dismay over Netanyahu’s 
statements and demanded 
clarifications about his com- 
ments. 

“We have received the 
Israeli response regarding our 
demand... and we believe that 
our reaction was a proper 
one,” Khatib told the lawmak- 
ers. 

— Tareq Ayyoub con- 
tributed to this story. 
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Egypt’s budget set 
at record $30 billion 


U.S. meeting shows hope 
for global crackdown on graft 


CAIRO (AFP) — The 
Egyptian budget set to be 
approved by parliament by 
May is estimated at a record 
102 billion pounds ($30 bil- 
lion). the finance minister 
said. 

Mohieddin A1 Gharib told 
the press that the cabinet's 
economic commission 
chaired by Prime Minister 
Kamal A1 Ganzouri met Sat- 
urday to fine-tune the budget 
for the 1999-2000 fiscal year 
(hat starts July 1. 

“The volume of the budget 
will top the 100 billion 
pound mark for the first time 
in Egypt's history to reach 
around 102 billion pounds, 
compared to 91.2 billion 
pounds (.$26.8 billion) the 
previous year.” Gharib said. 

He said this represented an 
increase of about 1 2 per cent 
over the current budget. 

The new budget will be 
submitted to Egypt’s Advi- 
sory Council before the end 
of March and then for final 
endorsement by the People's 
Assembly, which should 
approve it by the end of May 
at the latest 

Meanwhile. Ganzouri bas 
blamed currency traders for 
recent losses in the dollar 
value of the Egyptian pound, 
but bankers said Sunday that 


balance of payments prob- 
lems lay behind a shortage 
of dollars. 

"The crisis is unreal," 
Ganzouri told parliament 
Saturday after being asked to 
explain the steady rise of ihe 
dollar against the long-stable 
pound. 

“The government will not 
allow some currency traders 
to manipulate the Egyptian 
economy," he added, warn- 
ing exchange bureaux not to 
break the law. He did not 
elaborate. 

On Sunday the money- 
changers' rate was 3.45/3.48 
pounds to the dollar, com- 
pared to 3.413/3.416 quoted 
by state-owned banks. 

The pound has stayed at 
around 3.40 to the dollar 
since 1991. wben the gov- 
ernment began a managed 
float as part of its IMF- 
approved economic reform 
programme. 

Bankers blamed the 
pound's recent weakness on 
a deteriorating balance of 
payments. 

Central bank figures show 
a payments surplus of $135 
million in fiscal 1997/98 
(July-June) against $1,912 
billion in 1996/97. 

The surplus dropped to 
$18.5 million in the first 


quarter of 1998/99 from 
$305.9 million in the first 
quarter of 1997/98. 

The trade deficit rose to 
$11.8 billion in 1997/98 
from $10.2 billion in 
1996/97. Oil export receipts 
fell to $1.7 billion in 
1997/98 from $2.6 billion 
the previous year. 

Egypt’s other main sources 
of foreign exchange, the 
Suez Canal and remittances 
from Egyptians abroad, 
were flat or down. 

Tourism is still recovering 
from the November 1997 
Luxor massacre of 58 
tourists in a militant attack. 

“Of course there is a cri- 
sis,” one banker said. “Since 
late 1997 or early 1998 the 
market has been short of dol- 
lars." 

Another banker said the 
pound was bound Co feel the 
strain. 

“Our foreign resources are 
much less than our import 
needs. Increasing imports 
are c reating pressure on the 
pound,” be said. 

Ganzouri was quoted in 
Sunday's newspapers as 
telling parliament that 
Egypt’s import bill goes up 
by $200 million for each 
one-piastre (0.01 pound) rise 
in the value of the dollar. 


Job Opportunity 

A Reading Saudi company seeks for its Office 
Equipment Division 
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Candidates should be university graduates with sales 
experience preferably in the same field. They should 
be fluent in both Arabic & English;- 

We offer competitive packages, which include basic 
salary, plus commissions and other benefits. 

Only candidates that meet above conditions should 
apply. 
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Office Equipment Division Manager 
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Riyadh 11421 
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WASHINGTON (R) — 
More than 80 countries met 
recently to find ways to bear 
the global scourge of cor- 
ruption, with many declar- 
ing a historic opportunity to 
crack down on domestic and 
international graft 

“The world’s tolerance for 
corruption is fading fast" 
declared Vice President A1 
Gore, America's champion 
of “good governance ,” as he 
opened the meeting that 
aimed at combating corrup- 
tion among security and 
judicial officials. 

Delegates agreed the 
financial crisis that originat- 
ed in Asia, the restrecturing 
of former communist states 
in eastern Europe and die 
explosion of information 
largely through the Internet 
bad helped create the 
chance for action on graft 

They said such a confer- 
ence which was organised 
by Washington and which 
attracted many Latin Ameri- 
can, Asian and African 
states long perceived . as 
models for corrupt prac- 
tices, would have been 
unthinkable just a few years 
ago. 

“The World Bank thought 
the topic off limits,” said 
Jeremy Pope, managing 
director of the independent 
pressure group Transparen- 
cy International. “Apathy, 
cynicism and denial” bad 
prevented serious interna- 
tional discussion, he said. 

U.S. Treasury Secretary 
Robert Rubin said it was 
time for international agen- 
cies like the International 
Monetary Fund, World 
Bank and regional develop- 
ment banks to condition 
their assistance on coun- 
tries' efforts to fight corrup- 
tion. 

Aspects of graft discussed 
ranged from the bribe to 
have a telephone or electric- 
ity line installed to the 
destructive force of corrupt 
police and judges to the offi- 
cial who takes a kickback 
on a big government con- 
tract. 

As a sign of a changing 
climate in Latin America, 
Bolivian Vice President 
Jorge Quiroga detailed mea- 


sures under way with World 
Bank help in his country, 
which be conceded in the 
1980s had “tolerated the big 
drug kingpins as a part of 
society” 

While trying to clamp 
down further on the drug 
production, he said, the gov- 
ernment had plans for 
revamping the civil service, 
forcing the public disclosure 
of public officials' assets 
and reforming the judiciary. 

Gore, laying blame both 
on the briber and the bribe, 
was careful to insist the 
United States was not 
blameless. “No country has 
a comer on corruption. And 
no nation has the right to 
lecture any other,” he said. 

He said the days were 
gone when corruption could 
be written off as merely a 
cost of doing business. 

He pointed to a major 
Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Develop- 
ment (OECD) treaty on 
bribery that went into effect 
last month which for the 
first time makes it obligato- 
ry for all signature states to 
enact laws against giving 
bribes. 

The OECD is planning a 
joint meeting in Manila in a 
few months with the Asian 
Development Bank (ADB) 
to discuss the issue. 

“For the first time, this 
meeting will bring together 
the supply side and the 
demand side to discuss 
bribery,” said Yos hihiro 
Iwasaki bead of the ADB’s 
strategy and policy office. 

The increase in informa- 
tion flow in countries like 
Indonesia after the fall of 
foe decades-long Suharto 
government gave the people 
a far stronger hand, with 
people becoming aware of 
the markups loaded illegally 
onto procurement contracts. 

“People are getting statis- 
tics on the cost of corrup- 
tion," Iwasaki said, saying 
this made them for less will- 
ing to continue accepting a 
“social compact" that was 
partly built on the assump- 
tion of graft 

Although the Asian col- 
lapse had been enormously 
painful, delegates said there 


Furnished and Unfurnished 
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Including two bedrooms, dining room, salon, 
small kitchen, full bath (witti tub). Separate 
electric meter, separate central (fuel oil) heating 
& telephone line. Grocery and green grocer 
next door. Quiet, friendly neighbourhood. Tla’a 
Al AJi, opposite to University of Jordan. 

For more information, kindly contact 
Tel.: (5347777) or Fax No. (5358889) 


was a silver lining in the 
new awareness of the cost of 
corruption and the damage it 
did to country’s ability to 
stave off crisis and eventual- 
ly recover from it 

“In some countries, cor- 
ruption increased vulnera- 
bility to crisis," Rubin told 
the conference. 

“In others, it was a signifi- 
cant impediment to imple- 
menting the necessary 


response and a major obsta- 
cle to restoring the confi- 
dence in capital markets that 
is so critical to countries’ 
recovery and stability,” be 
said. He praised the OECD 
treaty, which the United 
States has ratified, but called 
for further measures, includ- 
ing a list to be drawn up of 
countries which still allow 
companies to claim a tax 
deduction for bribes they 


have given. 

He said countries should 
establish clear laws that 
could be reliably enforced, 
lift unnecessary economic 
controls and set up a well- 
supervised, competitive 
financial system. He called 
for increased transparency 
and accountability in gov- 
ernment operations and 
building up a well-paid civil 
service. 
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01706 

01065 

02982 

02469 

08388 

0S235 

14657 

12138 

0.5078 
0 3170 
0 8875 
0 7350 

57792 
3 6075 
10 1010 
B 3653 

1 1190 
06985 
1 9558 
16198 

FRANCE FRANC 
JAPAN YEN* 
HOLLAND GULDEN 
SWEDEN KRONA 

5.0620 

1102900 

1.9694 

B.171D 

9.3909 

191.0389 

3.1549 

1X0889 

3.3539 

682272 

1.1267 

4.6749 

4049 7 
823834 
1.3805 
5.6449 

1.0000 

203429 

03360 

1.3939 

4.9157 
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1.6515 

assn 
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17.3036 
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292D1 

27.7203 
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25880 

4.6780 

99000 

206255 

08235 

1.6707 

119541 

249000 

1.1152 

20173 

29518 

&149S 

02754 

0.4981 

14.5103 
302306 
1 3536 
24487 

8.7884 
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0 8197 
14828 

10000 
208 3382 
9 3287 
16-8757 

19 3627 
40 3393 
1.8063 
32678 

CYPRUS POUND 

AUSTRIA SOSLUMO 
CANADA DOLLAR 
EURO 

05155 

122970 

1.5100 

00937 

0.82SB 

19,8997 

24190 

1.4316 

02949 

7.0355 

08639 

05113 

03561 
8. 4853 
1.0432 
08174 

00879 

20977 

02578 

01524 

0.4323 

10.3119 

1.2682 

0.7494 

0.3617 

6.2442 

0.7667 

04538 

2 9789 
71.0660 
8.7265 
51648 

05768 
13 7603 
16897 
1 0000 
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JS DOLLAR 1 

07060 

07100 

BJMTAIN STERLING 

1.1325 

1.1382 

CURRENCY 

1M 

IN 

• N 

1 YEAR 

BERMANYMARK 

00963 

04003 

US DOLLAR 
DJNVTAH STERLING 

U60D 

5.3400 

4.6200 

5.1900 

4.6800 

5.0000 

4 8700 
60000 

SWITZERLAND FRANC 

0*888 

04912 

FRANCE FRANC 

01188 

0.1194 

BIRO 

OOtHANY MARK 

3.0000 

O0QQO 

£9300 

OuOOOO 

£9300 

0.0000 

24300 

OOOOO 
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00933 

00963 

| HOLLAND OUADER 

0.3535 

00553 

SW1ZBOAND FRANC 
IAPAN YEN* 
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1.1700 
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(ITALY URA* 


0 0*02 

00404 

IS52 

"t "H 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


STOCK MARKET 

MMX 

etoswe 

LAST 

CLOSE 

CHANGE 

PRECIOUS METALS 

FRANKFURT 

DAS 

491181 

49SOSB 

-46.77 

METAL ASK 

80 

HONGKONG 

HJUraSENG 

9838.49 

965007 

20042 

GOLD 28650 

287.00 

LONDON 

FT-SE100 

S20OMJ 

6307 SO 

■101.10 

_ SAVER 5.63 

568 

NEW YORK 

DJ INDUS. 

930088 

338834 

-5976 


NEW YORK 

NYSE COMPOSITE 

08046 

30743 

■097 



MEW YORK 

AMEX COMPOSITE 

69029 

89147 

4R2 



NSW YORK 

wra 

123033 

12(5.02 

-069 



TOKYO 

MKKB -221 

1436704 

14470 *5 

-10291 



PAMS 

CAC4D 

409294 

413256 

-59.62 




THE Daily Crossword Edited 


by Wayne Robert Williams 


ACROSS 
1 Beer Ingredient 
5 Kitchen 
appliance 
10 Exalted poet 

14 Jal__ 

15 Tall, slender 
structure 

16 Niagara's 
source 

17 Actor overlaps 
singer 

20 Halos 

21 YUcky 

22 Cincinnati 
player 

23 The Ghost and 

Mrs. " 

25 Singer-pianist 
Fats 

29 Spiced with a 
fragrant root 

33 _ fixe 
(obsession) 

34 Plant of the 
orpine {amity 

35 Woodshed Item 
35 Singer overlaps 

actor 

40 Always, to 
poets 

41 Perch 

48 Waist band 
43 Encounters 
45 Moves 
smoothly and 
effortlessly 

47 Ark builder 

48 Conk out 

49 Sponsorship 
52 Shapeless 

chairs 
57 TV host 
overlaps writer 

60 ‘Rule Britannia' 
composer 

61 Chris of tennis 

62 Islamic republic 

63 Ring belts 

64 Opposing 
teams 

65 Male: abbr. 
DOWN 

1 Goya painting, 

The Naked " 

2 Moises or 
Felipe 

3 Cowardly Uon's 
portrayer 
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18 
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Philadelphia, PA 

4 Pitchfork point 

5 More old-hat 

6 Played (with) 

7 Has the title 

8 Fork In the 
road 

9 White-tailed 


RACE 
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0 

m 
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0 


10 Welch outl 

11 Part of BA 

12 Free-for-all 

13 Declare untrue 

18 Sported 

19 Conundrum 

23 Center 

24 E pluribus 

25 More expansive 

26 Nice good-bye? 

27 Memorize 

28 Writer Oelghton 

29 Canvas coating 

30 Gave a score 

31 Banishment 

32 Fender flaws 
34 Truth, to 

Shakespeare 

37 Operatic 
SongDke 

38 Novelist Jaffa 

39 Baseball stat 



MngM 


44 Whine tearfully 

45 Titans . 

46 Allow to use 

48 Tractor maker 

49 Pronto: abbr. 

50 To be, in 
Toulouse 

51 Actress 
Rowlands 


52 Used leeches 

53 Fedora feature 

54 Atmosphere 

55 Mardi 

56 Out of 

(discordant) ' 

58 Loser in '58 
election 

59 Romans' 56 


Peanuts 



Andy Capp 





Unscramble these four Junfoles. 
one letter to each square, 
to foimtour ordinary words. 
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Draft anti-monopoly law seen hampering 
establishment of large institutions 


PRIVATE SECTOR representatives 
have expressed their concern about the 
final draft of ihe anti-monopoly law which 
is now in the hands of the. Financial 
Committee of the Lower House of 
Parliament. They said the draft does not 
match the economic situation in the 
Kingdom and warned that the present 
wording of the proposed law may place a 
barrier for establishing large economic 
institutions. 

The private enterprises demanded a num- 
ber of amendments on the articles of the 
draft law to ease its effects. In a memoran- 
dum sent to the committee, the Federation 
of the Chambers of Commerce, the Jordan 
Businessmen Association and the Amman 
Chamber of Industry stressed that in princi- 
ple they are against all forms of monopoly. 
However, they said: “The draft law does 
not correspond with the Jordanian econom- 
ic situation for many reasons, most impor- 
tantly in that the Jordanian economic insti- 
tutions, in entirety, are many small entities 
within a certain sector.” 

At the same time, the industrial institu- 
tions are composed of a small number of 
major entities and an overwhelming major- 


ity of small industries which represent 90 
per cent of all industrial installations oper- 
ating in the Kingdom. Furthermore, the 
memorandum indicated, the total invest- 
ments in Jordanian private sector institu-. 
lions is probably almost less than the total 
investments of one of the huge companies 
in the world. "As to Jordan, the large indus- 
trial companies which might fall under the 
monopoly category, are- Firms operating in 
strategic areas and enjoy concessions such 
as the cement, phosphate, potash, petrole- 
um and electric power companies,” the 
memorandum said. 

As such, the private sector representa- 
tives said the draft law may put an impedi- 
ment for the establishment of large institu- 
tions through merger on the pretext of ban- 
ning an illegal measure related to concen- 
tration and domination mentioned in the 
text of the draft law. They noted that that 
comes at a time when Jordan needs large 
companies to be able to compete in a world 
of openness and globalisation. 

The private bodies expressed their will- 
ingness to hold meetings with the Financial 
Committee to explain their views on the 
subject (A1 Du stouri. 


Japan contributes JD4.5 million 
for vocational centre in Amman 


** JAPAN HAS contributed JD4.5 mil- 
lion ($ 6.3 million) to set up a vocational 
centre for industrial metal work, the Petra 
News Agency reported this week. 

It said the project is the first of its kind 
in the middle East. 

The centre, which is being built in an 
industrial zone in the Amman, is being 


financed by Japan's International 
Cooperation Agency, Petra said. Japan 
.also plans to hold a training course in 
Tokyo for 25 Jor danians in metal work, 
the news agency added. Japan is Jordan's 
largest donor, providing more than $4 bil- 
lion in aid and loans since 1974. 


HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR MONDAY, MARCH 1, 1999 


By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services , Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Don't argue with fate 
or the quality control inspector. Your lesson is perfec- 
tion and you’ll be so proud of yourself once you’ve 
achieved it. Stan by knowing what’s expected of you. 
Others may have different ideas of what that is. Pan of 
.the assignment is to get them to agree, so you can win! 
TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Romance beckons, but 
you'll have trouble gening away. Its not just your job 
that demands your time. Your friends need your atten- 
tion, too. Your loved one needs top priority, but handle 
that matter responsibly. Don't just ditch your friends. 
Make sure they know your pan of the job is handled. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You may not know if 
you’re coming or going today. And if you don’t set pri- 
orities early, you're almost certain to be doing the one 
when you should be doing the other. Everybody’s got 
an opinion about how things should be done. You can 
listen, but make your own choices. ... 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) Information’s coining 
in almost faster than you can keep track of it. Fight 
being overwhelmed by getting organised. Then, all you 
have to do is son the data by category. You or some- 
body else can go through it later. Today, just make sure 
it gets saved in the first place, where you can find it. 
LEO: (July 23 to August 21) Conditions look good for 
making money today. That’s the good news. The bad 
news is that you could lose it just as quickly. Just 
remember that, if you feel like having another roll of 
the dice. Quite while you're ahead, instead. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You’re confi- 
dent today, and with good reason. You're smart, and 
everybody knows it. Don't get cocky, though. That 
could make you careless, and that could make you miss 
a subtle nuance. That, in mm, could keep you from 
noticing a change in plans. Prove you’re smart, by 
catching every detail. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 23) The hallways 
are abuzz with gossip. The walls have ears, and your 
eye is probably at the keyhole. You're not being nosey, 
of course. You’re just interested. But don’t act on what 
you hear. Not all the evidence has been presented yet. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) You should 
be feeling good and looking great today. Most people 
are willing to go along with your suggestions, especial- 
lv those who know- you well. That’s because they think 
you’re most likely right. Don’t fall into that trap your- 
self. Proceed with confidence and caution. You may 
still have one or two blind spots. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) If 
you're in the right place at the right time, you’ll do 
quite well for yourself. It won’t take much effort, either. 
Final that “up" escalator to the job of your dreams. It’ll 
look like a combination of education and the support of 
one you love, plus doing the work. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 19) Others 
are confused today, but you can see exactly what needs 
to be done. Did you know that Capricorn is the sign of 
the boss? Thai’s* because Capricorns keep their heads 
about them when all others are losing theirs. You’re 
good at keeping long-term objectives in mind. Today, 
remind people what they are. 

AQUARIUS: (January 20 to February 19) If you focus 
vour attention carefully, you can fill out the paperwork 
perfectly today. Otherwise, you might have to go over 
ii two or three times, and that’ll make the whole process 
take longer. This is paperwork associated with money, 
bv the way. so its to your advantage to get it done right 
the first time. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) You ve got a 
friend who’s a real know-it-all, constantly telling you 
how to live vour life. Well, today, listen to what he or 
she has to say. Take notes. It’Ll catch this person off 
iuard. and totally change the way he or she thinks of 
you. That’s worth the effort right there. 

Birthstone of March: Aquamarine — Jasper 


Swatch ’98 
net profit 
rises 

BIEL, Switzerland (AFP) — 
Swatch group has 
announced a 7.5 per cent rise 
in net income for 1998 to 
357 million Swiss francs 
(223.6 million euros, $246:2 
million) despite a drop in 
business to Asia. 

Sales in the year rose 
seven per cent in Swiss firanc 
terms to 3.17 billion francs, 
the company said in a state- 
ment. 

While sales of watches 
grew by 2.3 per cent, sales of 
watch pans to third parties 
fell, owing largely to fierce 
price competition of elec- 
tronic movements in Hong 
Kong triggered by Japanese 
manufacturers, Swatch said. 

Asian exports overall fell 
Five per cent in Swiss firanc 
terms, though they rose two 
per cent in local currency 
terms. 

Sales to Japan rose 1 1 per 
cent, to China seven per cent 
and Australia 28 per cent, 
but declined to Malaysia, 
Thailand and South Korea. 

Exports to Europe rose by 
almost seven per cent in 
Swiss currency terms and by 
eight per cent to the United 
States. 


Asian banks face fierce competition 


SINGAPORE (AFP) — 
Asian banks face fierce 
competition in attracting 
deposits as a result of the 
regional financial crisis, 
which has forced them to 
streamline operations, a poll 
of 50 banks in seven 
economies showed. 

The banks will become 
less differentiated in their 
choice of customers, prod- 
ucts and approach to deliv- 
ery of services, according to 
survey results issued by 
Singapore-based research 
and publishing company 
Asian Banker Journal. 

"Across the region, banks 
that previously had very dif- 
ferent franchises are begin- 
ning to all want to compete 
in the same areas." said 
Carol WheatcrofL a senior 
researcher and coauthor of 
the survey report covering 


Hong Kong, Indonesia, 
Malaysia, the Philippines, 
Thailand, Singapore and 
Vietnam. 

"We especially found 
many middle market or cor- 
porate banks saying that 
they wanted to compete for 
retail deposits, which will 
increase the competition in 
this area," Wheatcroft said. 

The survey, the first of its 
kind in the region, had 
sought to determine the 
impact of the financial crisis 
on bank strategy and tech- 
nology in Asia, especially 
business plans and budget- 
ing priorities. 

The Asian financial crisis 
broke out in mid-1997 when 
currencies began sliding 
rapidly against the U.S. dol- 
lar. It hit the financial sector 
and other key sectors and 
slammed the brakes on the 


region’s rapid economic 
growth. 

"As an immediate reaction 
to the crisis, the survey 
shows that financial institu- 
tions have put forth a 
defence business strategy 
by shrinking expenditures 
and consolidating opera- 
tions," said Emmanuel 
Daniel, editor-in-chief of 
the Asian Banker Journal 
and the other author of the 
report 

The banks said in the sur- 
vey that apart from attract- 
ing retail and corporate 
deposits, the other "greatest 
competition" areas were in 
corporate lending, trade 
finance, credit cards, cash 
management and third party 
funds. 

The polL which examined 
spending among banks in 
the region on information 


technology (IT), also 
showed they were not 
investing adequately in 
building their technology 
infrastructure. 

“The survey benchmarked 
it spending against the 1997 
annual results of interna- 
tional banks in developed 
countries, and found that on 
average, Asian banks do not 
spend enough on it to lever- 
age their competitive 
advantages.” the survey 
report said. 

Banks in Singapore and 
Hong Kong have the highest 
IT "spending levels per 
employee in the region 
while in Thailand and 
Indonesia, which have large 
and inexpensive labour 
pools, the impetus to invest 
in technology' was seen as 
not very strong. 

Bank spending on it as a 


percentage of shareholders’ 
equity drew a "remarkably 
different" picture, with spe- 
cific banks in the 
Philippines, Indonesia and 
Malaysia spending a rela- 
tively high percentage com- 
pared to their counterparts 
in Singapore and Hong 
Kong. 

The survey found that the 
average IT spending as a 
percentage of shareholder 
equity for banks in the 
region surveyed is between 
one and four per cent. 

Major European and 
American banks bench- 
marked in the survey spend 
double the amount, clearly 
indicating that if Asian 
banks want to be competi- 
tive in the future, they can- 
not afford to lag behind in 
their it investment, Asian 
Banker said. 
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Government to reassess 
property tax this year 


By Yazid Kanaan 

AMMAN — Well-informed 
sources said the Ministry of 
Finance intends to reevalu- 
ate the real estate tax in all 
municipalities this year pro- 
vided that the tax according 
to the new estimation will be 
imposed from the year 2000. 

The sources added that the 


ministry did not reevaluate 
the concerned tax since 
1985. 

They said that the 
Municipality of Greater 
Amman (MoGA) bas asked 
the ministry to amend the 
real estate tax law so that the 
municipality can collect the 
tax directly. 

The sources said that the 


reassessment means that any 
rise in taxation should match 
the expansion of buildings. 
They said that these taxes 
will increase the revenues of 
the municipalities. 

MoGA revenues for 1998 
were JD15.9 million while 
the amount was estimated to 
be JD23 million. 


Mobile phone sales 'leap 51% 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Mobile pbone sales leapt 5 1 
per cent in 1998 to 162.9 
million units worldwide, 
with Europe the hottest 
market, a survey by U.S.- 
based Dataquest has said. 

Western Europe repre- 
sented 32.5 per cent of the 
market, followed by 17.1 
per cent in the United States 


and 16.5 per cent in Japan. 

Finland’s Nokia digital 
phones swept into first 
place, overtaking the previ- 
ous leader Motorola of the 
United States, which has 
been hit by the transition 
from its older analogue 
technology to digital 

Nokia sold 37.374 million 
mobile phones, up 81.5 per 


cent from 1997. to claim 
22.9 per cent of the world 
market. 

Motorola captured 19.8 
per cent of die market, 
down from 24.5 per cent in 
1997. 

In third place was 
Sweden's Ericsson, fol- 
lowed by Japan's Panasonic 
and France’s Alcatel. 


The Conference of Presidents 
of Majqr^igsrfean Jewish Organizations . 
mourns with vthe people and the government .... ; 
of Jordan the death of 

HM King Hussein, 

a great leader in the search for peace and brotherhood 
in the Middle East and around the world. 

We cherish the memory of our frequent meetings 
in Jordan and the U.S. with 
HM King Hussein and we recall with appreciation 
his commitment to enhancing our relationship. 

We pledge to continue that relationship with 

HM King Abdullah 

and to strengthening the bonds with his government 
and the people of Jordan. As His Majesty said to us, 

“ft is the future of our children and 
grandchildren that is at stake.” 

The Conference of Presidents 
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DAJANI JEWELLERS “What 


d ifferen 


rr ? Amra Forum Hotel 
Amman 



Many villas and 
apartments for 

rent and sale 

Furnished & Unfurnished 

For more information call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 

5920605^920609/1 079^30007 

Web Site Is 
www.abdoun.com.jo 


Studio Haig 

Professional quality m 
1 hour service 
Develop your oobuEf&n 
at our shop and get* 

* JUMBO photo size 

30% larger. 

* Free 
20x30 cm. 


Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 822891 


'Ipxti j4ddrte&& *)*. 



Quality Serviced Suit— 

*One & Two Bedrooms * Fully 
Equipped Kitchenettes * Daily & 
Long Stay * Reasonable Rates 


5th Circle 
I Tel: 5692672 -Fax: 5674551 

e- trail : cryiiAl© go.com. jo 


I 


D 


, FOR 
| RENT 

5*3 Doll iyp V/illac: 


Deluxe Villas 
and Apartments 


SANABEL 



Real Estate 

S WEIFIYEH 

A. Hajarat Complex 

m 5864230 -5865167 
Mobile: 079/537588 



V 


Car Rental & Leasing 
WE RENT LESS 

DAILY 

WEEKLY 

MONTHLY 


Telephone: 962-&-5698131 
Fax: 962-6-5673312 
P.O.Box: 960486 
Am man-11196, Jordan 

E-mail: budget@go.com.jo 

An Independent Budget sjstetn Licensee 


ERIIII 


5684311 -5698634 EXT. 42 

& 

Fax: 5693337 


| JL mraj/Qum 

At 6th Circle ^ 
Teh: 5510001 

Hotel 



The Wedding Place 

Your one night in a life time 
Contact our Banquet Manager. 



ifstcr -t-r 





Bayerischer Hof 

German Restaurant ■ 

LUNCH; 12:30p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
DINNER: 6:30p.m. - 1 1:30 p.m. 
German coffee and cakes served all day 

Sweifieh - Al Hamra Streer Tel: 58l5>730 / 581081 1 
PO Box 6555, Amman-1 1118 Jordan 


r 


TO ADVERTISE IN THIS 
SECTION CALL 

5684311 - 5699634 EXT. 42 

& 

Fax: 5696183 
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Just one more Wimbledon 
is retiring Becker’s dream 


BONN (AFP) — Former 
Wimbledon champion Boris 
Becker will quit tennis for 
good later this year — but 
cannot resist a crack at a 
final appearance in his 
‘back garden' of 
Wimbledon. 

Becker is set to make his 
farewell appearance in an 
ATP Tour event in Stuttgart 
in July, but he told weekly 
magazine Der Spiegel in an 
interview to be published 
Monday that a Wimbledon 
appearance is still very 
much on. 

“If the preparations go 
well then I will appear — if 
injury holds me back then I 
will not I have too much 
respect for Wimbledon to 
turn up. go through the 
motions and get thrashed 
off court,” Becker added. 

“I don’t care who I play 
— I just want another day 
on Centre Court,” said 
Becker, who lifted the 
famous trophy in 1985 aged 
just 17, retained it in I9S6 
and then won a third crown 
in 1989. 

“If ray fitness allows and I 
can get through five or six 
tournaments in the next few 
months 1*11 put in for the 
singles. My ranking is still 
good enough for a direct 
entry" said Becker. 



Boris Becker 

Becker, who pulled out of 
this week's tournament in 
London with gastroenteritis, 
has been in semiretirement 
for the past 18 months. 


But the 31 -year-old triple 
Wimbledon champion said 
that he was itching for 
another crack at a fourth 
title at his favourite event — 


despite having previously 
insisted that his All- 
England Club days were 
over. 

“I have made my decision 
— I will quit in the summer. 
To keep up ray game would 
mean concentrating com- 
pletely on tennis. I will 
manage until the summer 
but then that's it,” said 
Becker, who has plenty of 
other strings to his bow as 
German Davis Cup Captain, 
talent-spotter and entrepre- 
neur. 

The German, now ranked 
77 in the world, said the 
long winding down of his 
career meant that it would 
be easier when it finally 
came to say his goodbyes. 

Becker is pinning his 
hopes on youngsters 
Tommy Haas and Nicolas 
Kiefer as the men to keep 
the German flag flying after 
he finally hangs up his rack- 
et 

“Haas is really on the way 
to fulfilling his great poten- 
tial while Kiefer also has 
bags of talent But Michael 
Stich and I set a high stan- 
dard to follow,” he said. 

. Becker again expressed 
his concerns about the 
future of tennis, which he 
said was too keen on “mak- 
ing a fast buck”. 



Algerian fencer Wassila Radouane (R) lunges to score against Egyptian, Samar Mohamed Housam during the 
finals of the African women's foil championships in Tunis. Wassila Radouane won gold (AFP photo) 


Pride for Inter, 
points for Parma 


MILAN (AFP) — Parma turned the screw on Serie A lead- 
ers Lazio on Saturday night closing to just one point behind 
with a 3-1 win over Perugia as Inter Milan drew 0-0 with 
Juventus. 

Pride rather than places in the table were at stake at San 
Siro, with Italy’s two quarter-finalists in next week’s 
European Champions League putting on a convincing dis- 
play despite squandering chances. 

The match could have gone either way in the final 15 min- 
utes, but both goalkeepers made crucial saves as the oppos- 
ing centre-forwards bore down on diem with their defences 
in tatters. 

Roberto Baggio sliced open the Juventus defence for 
Nicola Ventola, who was stopped by Angelo Peruzzi. and 
minutes later Filippo Inzaghi was denied a winner by the 
legs of Inter's Gianluca Pagliuca. 

A crowd of nearly 80,000 here watched Inter's dress 
rehearsal for their trip to Old Trafford to face Manchester 
United, and many will be wondering how they will find that 
missing bite up front 

“We've got to score a goal there,” Pagliuca said on 
Saturday night 

“If we can do that, we’ll have a great chance of going 
through.” 

Parma meanwhile moved up to provisional second in the 
Serie A after their victory over Hidetoshi Nakata’s Perugia, 
leapfrogging over an AC Milan side who were beaten 1-0 by 
AS Roma in the afternoon. 

Enrico Chiesa was Parma’s man of the matc h, converting 
a 31st minute penalty after Argentinian teammate Abel 
Balbo was chopped down by defender Salvatore Matrecano 
and volleying home his second just before the break. 

Cristian Bucchi pulled one back for Perugia but just as it 
looked as though the tables were turning. Parma's 
Argentinian striker Hem an Crespo put the result beyond 
doubt in the 82nd minute. 

Parma finished the night with 44 points, one more than 
Fiorentina and one less than league leaders Lazio — both of 
whom play Sunday. 

Roma, who are away to Adetico Madrid in die UEFA Cup 
quarter- finals on Tuesday night, secured their victory over 
Milan with a close range header in the 64th minute from 
Brazilian striker Paulo Sergio. 

Roma coach Zdenek Zeman, whose team had a bleak time 
in January, had mixed feelings after ending Milan's 11- 
match unbeaten run. 

‘This victory is proof that we are a match for die teams at 
the top of the table” he said. 

“But there has to be some regret for the nine points that 
have been lost” 

Milan coach Alberto Zaccheroni was disappointed with 
the performance of his German centre-forward Oliver 
Bierhoff, but also with a general lack of fighting spirit by his 
zncn* 

Milan slipped to fourth place, level on points with 
Fiorentina, and missed out on the chance to finish the day in 
provisional top slot with 46 points. 

“Today, I was happy with the way they played the first 10 
minutes, when we created three scoring 1 chances, but'Tha'r 
was all,” Zaccheroni said.' /. . ' . j V. 

“We lost the thread after that. We weren't aggressive arid 
we allowed Roma precious space in midfield. If we’d played 
like we did at the beginning, it’s unlikely we’d have lost” 

Bologna, who face French club Lyon in the UEFA Cup on 
Tuesday, self-destructed at Piacenza — going down 5-0 after 
conceding a Serie A record-equalling four penalties. 

Simone Tnzag hi converted two and missed another, but still 
scored a hat-trick, while Gian pietro Piovani drove in the 
fourth penalty and Massimo Rastelli nodded home 
Piacenza’s other goal. 

Bologna, clearly with their minds on Tuesday’s tie, were 
already 3-0 down when their suicidal performance saw 
defender Nicola Boselli sent off six minutes after the re- 
start 

The three points were nevertheless more than welcome for 
Piacenza in their perennial struggle against relegation. 


McRae 

wins 

Safari 

Rally 

NAIROBI (AFP) — 
Scotsman Colin McRae 
won the Safari Rally on 
Sunday as the new Ford 
focus triumphed in only its 
third World Championship 
start 

McRae took out the 
world’s toughest rally by 
nearly eight minutes from 
world champion Tommi 
Makinen of Finland in a 
Mitsubishi. 

McRae’s victory was 
Ford's first in the safari rally 
for 22 years. Frenchman 
Didier Auriol was third, 
ahead of his Toyota team- 
mate Carlos Sainz of Spain. 

Toyota protested 
Maldnen's second-place 
finish, claiming the Finn 
had received illegal assis- 
tance when fixing a punc- 
ture on the second day. 


Munich extend Bundesliga lead to 12 points 


COLOGNE (AFP) — 
Hansa Rostock were able 
to bold Bayern Munich for 
more than an hour on 
Saturday but then the 
floodgates opened and 
Bayern strode to a 4-0 win 
to extend their lead over the 
rest of the competition to 
12 points. 

Goals were scarce com- 
modities in the Bundesliga 
with only seven in .six 
games — and Bayern 
Munich scored more than 
half of them in a late flurry. 

Borussia Dortmund 
defeated FC Nuremberg 3- 
0 while all the day’s other 
games — Freiburg versus 
VfL Wolfsburg, Hamburg 
versus Bayer Leverkusen, 
Eintracht Frankfurt versus 
Borussia 

Monchengladbach and 
I860 Munich versus 
Duisburg — ended as tame 
0-0 draws. 

Bayern profited from the 
goal drought and, sitring on ' 
50 points, moved 12 clear 
of opponents Bayer 
Leverkusen and 


Kaiserslautern who have 38 
points. 

Bayern may have put four 
goals on the board but they 
were made to wait patiently 
for their success by a tena- 
cious Hansa Rostock who 
held them for more than an 
hour through sheer grit and 
tenacity. 

Bayern's Giovane Elber 
wasted several golden 
opportunities to score in 
the opening half hour but 
finally found the target in 
the 69th minute, Bayern’s 
first of the day. 

It proved psychologically 
crucial and cracked 
Rostock’s confidence. 

Elber’s second goal after 
87 minutes was superb. 
Rostock keeper Martin 
Piekenhagen lost the ball to 
him when he failed to clear 
near the comer flag. Elber 
then delicately lobbed the 
ball and curled it past the 
far post. 

Before (hat, Cars ten 

Jancker proved how per- 
fectly things are Tunning 
for Bayern right now when 


he slipped over while 
shooting — and still 
scored. 

Lothar Matthaus, who 
turns 38 next month, sent 
home a cracking shot in the 
89th minute and a fifth goal 
ought to have been credited 
to Stefan Effenberg after he 
and Elber made a defence- 
splitting run in injury time 
but the linesman incorrect- 
ly flagged him offside. 

Tm annoyed because 
there were some strange 
referee decisions today, in 
particular that last goal by 
Effenberg. He came up 
from behind the ball, 
you've just got to see that 
kind of thing,” Matthaus 
said. 

“We didn’t play so well 
today,” Bayern coach 
Ottmar Hitzfeld said. 

“I was only happy with 
the first half an hour when 
we created lots of chances 
on goal. We didn’t convert 
any but then in the second 
half we played poorly and 
did score,” he added. 

Hitzfeld refused to blame 


his side’s average form on 
pre-match pressure before 
next week’s Champions’ 
League clash with 
Kaiserslautern and insisted 
his men were focused only 
on Rostock. 

“Our showing in the sec- 
ond half had nothing to do 
with us thinking ahead to 
the champions' league 
match but more to do with 
Rostock playing well," 
Hitzfeld said 

“We were sloppy and 
gave away the ball too eas- 
ily. That just can’t be 
allowed to happen.” 

Bayer Leverkusen 
dropped two more valuable 
points in Hamburg’s 
Volks park stadium, losing 

all hope of catching 
Bayern. 

1860 Munich, who were 
4-1 winners over Eintracht 
Frankfurt last week, were 
stopped in their tracks by 
Duisburg while Borussia 
Monchengladbach and 
Eintracht Frankfurt’s mea- 
gre 0-0 draw underlined 
their basement status. 


The result did neither 
club any good 

Gladbach’s star Austrian 
striker Toni Polster started 
the game on the bench, a 
move which seems to mark 
the beginning of the end for 
him at the club. 

Nuremberg's 3-0 defeat 
at Dortmund confirms them 
in 17th place while 

Borussia now have 

renewed hopes of bagging 
a UEFA Cup place. 

On Friday, VfB Stuttgart 
drew 1-1 with 

Kaiserslautern and Werder 
Bremen drew 1-1 with VfL 
Bochum. 

If Sunday's game 
between Schalke 04 and 
Hertha Berlin ends 0-0, 
round 20 of the Bundesliga 
will enter the record books 
for its lack of goals. 
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NBA 


Houston 

86 

Vancouver 

74 

Portland 

82 

Washington 

SI 

Boston 

101 

New Jersey 

92 

Dallas 

97 

Sacramento 

90 

Chicago 

94 

Charlotte 

7 

Atlanta 

103 

LA Clippers 

74 


English Premiership 


Aston Villa 

1 

Coventry 

4 

C. Athletic 

0 

Nottm Forest 

0 

Chelsea 

2 

Liverpool 

1 

Everton 

1 

Wimbledon 

1 

Mari. Utd 

2 

Southampton 

1 

Sheffield Wed 

3 

Middlesbrough 

1 

Tot Hotspur r 

1 

Derby County 

1 

West Ham 

2 

B. Rovers 

0 


Spanish League 


Real Beds 

3 

Real Madrid 

2 

A. Madrid " > 

0 : 

Oviedo 

0 

Athletic Bilbao 0 

Cel ta Vigo 

0 

Barcelona 

2 

Valencia 

4 

; . ; 

Italian League 


Piacenza .• 1 ’ 

5 

Bologna 

0 

AS Roma 

1 

AC Milan 

0 

Inter Milan - 

0 

Juventus 

0 

Parma 5 •' 

3 

Perugia 

1 


Dutch League 


Nec Nijmegen 

i 

MvV Maastricht 

1 

. W. Ii Tilburg 

l 

FC Utrecht 

0 

R. JC Kerkrade 8 

Az’67 Alkmaar 

2 

Psv Eindhoven 

•2 

Nac 

0 

C. Leen waarden 2 

Vitesse Arribem 

2 


: a V Yugoslav League 

ObOic Belgrade 5 Buducnost Podgorica 0 


M. Belgrade 
Hajduk Kula 
Rad Belgrade 
7>mirn 
S. Smederevo 
P.Zrenj anin . 
P. Belgrade 


Ofk Belgrade 0 
RadnickiNis 0 
Spartak Subotica 0 
Mogren Budva 0 
R. Star Belgrade 1 
Z. Belgrade 2 
Pristina 0 


:-t rn»' 


I .. 

Rio-Ave. 4- 
Bdrri-Mar ’ "2 
UniaoLeiria '- 0 


Portuguese League 


-Estrela Amadora .1 


Sporting 
Sporting Braga 


Mouscron 

Lommel 

Westerlo . 

Saint-Tnriden 

Beveren 

Charleroi 

FG Brugge,. 


Belgian League 

2 Ostend 

0 Alost 

0 Lierse 

1 Anderlecht 

0 Standard Liege 

1 Gent 

4 • Lokeren 0 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TAN MAH HIRSCH 
WSM Tittn Mwfa SaiMCM, re. 

WHERE’S WALDO? WHO CARES! 
Neither vulnerable. South deals. 


NORTH 
*83 
9 J 7 4 2 
OQJ86 
*Q64 

WEST 

* K Q J 9 6 4 

796 


04 

+ J952 


The bii 
SOUTH 
2* 

50 


EAST 
4 A 10 7 5 2 
? Q 10 B 6 
0 7 

*K83 

SOUTH 

* Void 
OAKS 

OAK 10 9532 

* A 10 7 


a* 

Pin 


NORTH 

Pan 

Pam 


EAST 

4* 

Pass 


Opening lead: King of* 

What ie the beat way to tackle 
Gve diamonds after the lead of the 
king of spades? Believe it or not. 
claim your contract — there ia no 
the i 


ivroeo oouin, wao opened 
with an artificial demand bid. and 
North to guess at a high level. 
South wisely elected to reveal the 
nature of the hand by showing the 
diamond suit and North, with 
excellent support for partner and 
some values, prudently decided 
that, without a single prime card, 
an 11 -trick contract was high 
enough. 


CINEMA 


TCL.-4&M144 


>* 

P 

O 

E* 


T7 

PHILADELPHIA 

> 


V 




CINEMA 


TELM3-4M 


Robert De Niro & 
Jen Reno .... in 


RONIN 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 
6:15, 8:30, 10:30 






PHILADELPHIA 

V 


Demi Moore ... in 


G. I. JANE 


T 


CEVEMA 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 
6:15. 8:30, 10:30 


vustmx S' CINEMA TEL-.5677420 “'W" ClNEJtt 

PLAZA )( CONCORDE 


Comedian A'del Imam .. in 


AL ZA'EEM 


Shows: 12:15. 3:15, 
6:30, 9:45 




A. 


TEU59M793 


4 


Robert De Niro & Jen Reno .... in 

RONIN 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 
CONCORDE *2" 


Alwad Mahrous 
Tba'a A1 Wazir 

^ _ A 


GALLERIA 1 

ABDOUN 

wvm.cns.com.jo/Gslleria 

Eddie Murphy ... in 



West led a top spade, ruffed in 
Inc closed hand Obviously, the 
problem is to avoid losing two club 
tricks and a heart. If South, after 
ruffing the spade and drawing 
trumps, tries to set up a heart by- 
playing ace. king and another, the 
East can win the third heart and 
exit safely with a major, forcing 
declarer to break clubs and, a& ih>- 
cards lie. lose two tricks i n that suit 
after taking the percentage play of 
low to the queen and back to the 
ten. Down one. 

The solution is quite simple, 
uuwgh not easy to spot. After ruff- 
ing the spade lead and drawing 
trumps. ‘declarer should cosh the 
ace and kmg of hearts. If th e queen 
aoe&n t drop, declarer croxees to 
dummy with a trump and leads the 
remaining spade, discarding the 
“tree of hearts from hand! 

Suppose East wins Since a -.node 

t de J ar £ r a , y ff - s lufr. East 
must lead either a heart or a club. 
Declarer just ducks a club return 
and can lose no more than one trick 
in the suit. If East returns the 
° f hea ™- declarer ruffs and 

Set? ?p d,Bcard ° n th * J aek <>f 

hearts. If East returns a low heart, 

fart «r e £ d,8car 3? B cl «h and the 
jack of hearts will either win or be 

anolher cl “l> discard. 
Wins ’ declflr ^ covers a 
recu ™ “d the jack will 
either wtn or the 13th hem heart 
vpll set up for a club discardlf 
^'urns a dub. declarer ducks 

onetrirV^* t nd ' , S ain lose orX 
one tnck in the 9uit. 


CINEMA 


TELS593J793 



DR. DOLITTLE 


Shows: 3:30. 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


GALLERIA 2 

ABDOUN 

www.cns.com.jo/Galieria 

Cameron Diaz .... in 

THERE'S 
SOMETHING 
ABOUT MARY 

Shows: 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


Hishan Yanes Theatre 

TEL 4625155 


CLOSED 


Listings for films and showing times as received by cinemas and their advertising agencies. 
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National soccer team named 

AMMAN Trainers of the Jordan's soccer team have 
named the line-up of nominated players to represent 
the Kingdom in die 9th Pan-Arab Games, which will 
be held here Aug. 15-31. The list includes 14 players 
from the top two teams of A1 Wihdat and Faisali teams, 
7 from the Olympic team and the rest from other 
teams. The new formation consists mostly of players 
who represented the country in the qualifiers and finals 
of Arab Cup in Qatar last summer where Jordan was 
eliminated in the first round. The team now includes 
Mohammad Abu Daoud, Ahmad Abu Nasouh, 
Khaldoun Bakar (new;, Muhannad Mahdin, Adrian 
Awad. Abdullah Abu 2am’ eh, Axnjad Taher. Osama 
Talal, Faisal Ibrahim, Othman Obeidat (new), 
Haytham ShbouL, Leith D ardour (Olympic team). . 
Subhi Suleiman, Sufian Abdullah, Abdullah Shayyab, 
Ra fat All, Badran Sbaqran, Jeries Tadrus. Mu'ayd 
Salim (new), Murad Hassan, Ismael Kbatib (new), 
Bass am Kbatib, Basshar Bani Yasin (Olympic team). 
Mohammad Azzazi (Olympic team), Haytham Samrin 
(Olympic team), Hatem Aqel (Olympic team), Harodi 
Saeed (Olympic team) and Hasounah Sheikh 
(Olympic team). Veterans Yousef Amouri, Isam 
Mahmoud, Jehad Abdul Munem, M unir Abu Hantash, 
Hussein Shanayneh, Mu'taz Risheh and Walid Abdul ■ 
Rahman were not nominated. 


Najjar to attend IOC course 

AMMAN — Jordan’s Tareq Najjar, a leading member ■ 
of the athletics national team, will leave for Germany 
next week to participate in a six-month tr ainin g course, 
which will be organised by the German federation. The 
course is sponsored by the International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) as part of preparing developing 
countries’ players for 2000 Sydney Olympics. Najjar 
has represented Jordan in international events in the 
last two years and has a record of 52.66 metres in the 
discus. The Jordan Olympic Committee had also cho- 
sen swimmer Hana Majaj and weigh lifter Ayed 
Khawaldeh for similar courses. Khawaldeh was later 
excluded after testing positive for performance 
enhancing drugs, at the Bangkok Asian Games in 
December. 

Dates set for Games meetings 

AMMAN — The directorate of the 9th Pan-Arab 
Games has decided to postpone the meeting of repre-. .., 
sentatives of Arab countries taking part in the Games • ■ 
from May 9 to May 11. In its recent meeting in 
Algeria, the Arab ministerial committee charged with 
supervision of preparations for the August 15-31 
Games, also decided to set May 9 for its third meeting. 
The meeting, headed by Games Director Isam Aridah, 
also discussed the possibility of including surfing 
among the events in the Games. 

Compiled by Ahmad Khatib 


Serena Williams claims 1st crown 


PARIS (AFP) — American teenager Serena Williams won 
her first career WTA Tour singles title here on Sunday when 
she edged to a dramatic 6-2, 3-6, 7-6 (7/4) victory in just 
under two hours over France’s sixth-seeded Amelie 
Mauresmo in the final of the $520,000 Paris Indoor Open. 

At one stage she led 4-1 in the third set and served for the 
match at 5-4. 

The chanting, clapping, stamping, banner- waving maures- 
mo supporters, already in full flow half-an-hour before the 
players even came on court, failed to put Williams off her 
stride. 

And in fact it was the 19-year-old Mauresmo who was 
then first to give ground by surrendering a nervous first set 
to the 24th-ranked American in 32 minutes after two con- 
secutive service breaks. 


Mauresmo, showing the strain after non-stop media atten- 
tion during a week which saw her avenge her loss in last 
month’s Australian Open final by beating World No. 1 
Martina Hingis in the quarter-finals, did well to climb back 
into the match in the second set — twice breaking the 17- 
year-old Williams. 

But when Williams romped 4-1 clear in the third the hopes 
of the French player looked bleak. But Mauresmo turned 
the match around and surged back to 4-4 with an inch-per- 
fect volley. 

However, she then played a sloppy service game leaving 
Williams to serve for the set but the American, watched by 
poker-faced mother Oraceoe in the players’ box. failed to 
clinch it and the title was decided in a dramatic tie-break. 

It was the fourth time during the tournament that the big- 


hitting Williams had beaten a French player. 

She also scored straight-set victories over second-seeded 
Wimbledon finalist Nathalie Tauziat, 1996 Paris champion 
Julie Halard-Decugis and Nathalie Dechy. 

Sunday's result means that Williams will stay just outside 
the top-twenty when the new rankings are published on 
Sunday while Mauresmo will move up two places to 1 6th. 

The victory could rewrite the history books if Serena’s 
fifth-ranked older sister Venus Williams also wins in the 
final of the WTA event in Oklahoma later today. 

The last time two sisters contested different titles was iu 
1991 when bulgaria's Manuela Maleeva was ninner-up in 
Barcelona while Magdalena Maleeva was a beaten finalist 
in Bol, Croatia. 


U.S. Athletics Championships 

Devers endures 
while Greene falters 


ATLANTA (AFP) — 
Reigning Olympic sprint 
champion Gail Devers won 
her third meeting in a week 
while Maurice Greene led a 
set of well-rested disap- 
pointments at the United 
States Athletics 

Championships. 

Devers captured her third 
60m U.S. indoor title, tak- 
ing the final here Saturday 
in 7.04secs and qualifying 
to defend her global crown 
next week at the World 
Indoor Championships in 
Maebashi, Japan. 

“My first round felt terri- 
ble,” Devers said. 

“Second round I felt better 
and in the final there was 
just so much going on. I did- 
n’t have a time in mind. I 
just wanted to get through iL 
I wanted to go to Japan.” 
Greene approached his 
world record in the 60m 
semi-finals only to finish 
second. Reigning world 
indoor champions Kevin 
Little and Charles Austin 
were also upset, as was shot 

put star, Jphn. Godina. 

Devers, who also won the 
U.S. indoor crown in 1993 
and 1997, won her semi- 
final in 7.02. She had 
clocked a 1999 world best 
6.98secs in France last 
Sunday and won in 7.02 in 
Stockholm on Thursday. 

Devers arrived barely 20 
hours before her first race 
and ran after a restless night 
but still had enough to beat 
Inger Miller, second in 7.15. 
“I had exactly one hour 


and 12 minutes of sleep last 
night,’’ she said. “I Couldn’t 
sleep so I just got up and got 
on my computer.” 

Devers missed last year's 
outdoor season with an 
injured Achilles tendon, 
helping inspire her for 
indoor races. 

“I'm happy I'm healthy." 
she said. “Last year, sitting 
around in a cast while 
everyone else was running 
was the hardest thing.” 

Greene teased a Georgia 
Dome crowd of about 5.000 
in the semi-finals, winning 
his heat in 6.40secs. just off 
his world indoor record 6.39 
from last year in Madrid. 

But in the final, Greene 
was left behind in the blocks 
from the start and Tim 
Harden, the 1995 U.S. 
indoor champion, won in 
6.44secs to earn his first 
berth on a U.S. international 
squad. 

Greene barely rallied to 
take second in 6.49, edging 
training partner Jon 
Drummond by .02 of a sec- 
ond for the final world 
berth. 

"I felt something twinge 
in my right hamstring in the 
prelims, so I wasn’t sure 
about the race coming into 
the final," Greene said. 

Harden said Greene's ego 
was hurt more than his leg. 

“Maurice was not injured 
going into the race, but he 
may have gotten injured 
afterwards. 

“No one ever picks me to 
win. I really didn’t care how 


fast he ran in the rounds. I 
race to get to the finals and 
then go fast” 

Reigning Olympic and 
world indoor high jump 
champion Austin, reigning 
world 200m indoor king 
Little and 1996 Olympic 
shot put silver medalist 
Godina joined Greene as 
major disappointments. 

In the** 200m, Rohsaan 
Griffin became the third- 
fastest man indoors by set- 
ting a us record of 20.32. 
breaking the old mark of 
20.40 shared by little and 
Jeff Williams. 

“I was totally surprised I 
ran as fast as I did.” Griffin 
said. “I feel very good and I 
expect to run faster at 
worlds. 

Little was second in 
20.41, barely earning a 
chance to defend his world 
crown. 

“It was my second-best 
time ever” Little said. “We 
were even on the last turn, 
but coming off he got the 
slingshot effect.” 

. Henry. Patterson won the 
high-jump- at - 2ra30,~-the- 
same height cleared by run- 
ner-up Stephen smith, With 
Austin sharing third at 2.21. 

But because Austin was 
the only American to reach 
the world qualifying mark 
of 2.31 by last Wednesday’s 
deadline, he alone advanced 
to Japan. 

Andy Bloom was a sur- 
prise shot put winner at 
20ra82 with CJ. Hunter 
second while being cheered 



Reggie Torian of the U.S. clears the last hurdle in the final of the Men's 60M hurdles 
at the ILS. Indoor TVack & Field Championship at the Georgia Dome in Atlanta, G A. 
Torian won the gold in a time of 7.38 (AFP photo) 


on by his wife, star sprinter 
Marion Jones, who skipped 
the indoor season. 

■-Godina, unbeaten in the 
event-last year on his way to 
us indoor and outdoor 
crowns, was third at 20.59 
and failed to qualify for the 
worlds. 

“I’m not going to worry 
much about this meet,” 
Godina said. “I'm really 
focusing on outdoors ” 

Reigning world 400m 
indoor champion Jearl 
Miles-Clark overcame 
being bumped at the mid- 


point but passed along the 
outside to win in 51.97secs, 
serving notice she will be 
lough to dethrone in Japan. 

“It concerned me a little I 
didn’t get position," Miles- 
Clark said. 

“I had to just stay on the 
outside and keep running.” 

Steve Lewis, the 1988 
Olympic 400m champion 
attempting a comeback, 
pulled up with a twinge in 
his left hamstring, leaving 
Angelo Taylor to take the 
400m title in 45.50secs, a 
1 999 world best. 


Reggie Torian won the 
60m hurdles in 7.38secs. 
matching the fourth-best run 
all time, while reigning 
world indoor pole vault 
champion Stacy Dragila 
won the U.S. title by clear- 
ing 4.45. 

Lance deal, 37. won a 
record llth us indoor title 
with a 23m76 winning 
weight-throw effort. Jeff 
Hartwig set an American 
pole-vault record at. 5m,92, 
breaking the mark of 5.91 
he set in January at Reno, 
Nevada. 


Pippen leads Rockets past Grizzlies; Bulls beat Hornets 


s* 


VANCOUVER (R) — 
Scottie Pippen scored 12 
of his IS points in the 
decisive third quarter as 
the Houston Rockets con- 
tinued their dominance of 
the Vancouver Grizzlies 
with a sluggish S6-74 vic- 
tory Saturday. 

Coming off his first 
triple-double in three sea- 
son. Pippen had eight 
rebounds and five assists. 
After a brief halftime 
speech, he scored 10 
points in a 1 6-5 burst mid- 
way through the third peri- 
od "that gave Houston a 20- 
point lead. 

“I told ’em we’ve got to 
come out and keep our 
energy up and not have 
our third-quarter letdown,” 
Pippen said. “That’s been 
a thorn in our sides.” 
Hakeem Olajuwon also 
scored 18 points and 
grabbed nine rebounds for 
Houston. Shareef Abdur- 
Rahim had 20 points and 
16 rebounds for 
Vancouver. 

In Washington, Jimmy 


Jackson's 20-foot jumper 
with 39 seconds to go 
completed a late rally as 
the Portland Trail Blazers 
edged the Washington 
Wizards, 82-81, for then- 
sixth win in seven games. 

Juwan Howard scored 
25 points for the Wizards. 

At New Jersey. Antoine 
Walker scored 28 points 
and rookie Paul Pierce 
added 21 as the two com- 
bined to fuel a decisive 
fourth-quarter surge, lift- 
ing the Boston Celtics to a 
101-92 victory over the 
slumping New Jersey 
Nets. 

New Jersey (2-10) 
entered the campaign as a 
dark horse contender for 
the Eastern Conference 
crown based on its core of 
young, improving players. 
However, it is mired in its 
longest skid since drop- 
ping seven in a row from 
February 28-March 12. 

In Dallas, Gary Trent 
came off the bench to col- 
lect career highs of 29 
points and 16 rebounds — 


most of them against star 
forward Chris Webber — 
as the Dallas Mavericks 
defeated the Sacramento 
Kings. 97-90. 

Trent shot 14-of-25 from 
the field, many of them on 
mid-range jump shots. He 
also had two blocks. 

In a matchup of tired 
teams, Trent carried 
Dallas to its third win in 
four games. He scored 1 1 
points in the fourth quar- 
ter, including a pair of key 
baskets to slow a rally by 
Sacramento. 

Reserve guard Robert 
Pack scored 21 points for 
the Mavericks. 

In Chicago, Toni Kukoc 
scored 16 points and 
Andrew Lang added 14 


and 10 rebounds as the 
Chicago Bulls beat the 
Charlotte Hornets 94-77. 

Derrick Coleman scored 
17 points and Chuck 
Person and David Wesley 
added 13 apiece for the 
Hornets, who have lost 
seven of .their last eight 
games. 

Chicago coach Tim 
Floyd was fined $5,000 by 
the league earlier today for 
verbally abusing officials 
after Thursday’ s 98-80 
home loss to Philadelphia. 

In Anaheim, California, 
playing their third game in 
as many days and doing so 
without their leading scor- 
er and the No. 1 pick in the 
1998 draft, it was no sur- 
prise that the Los Angeles 


Clippers suffered • their 
most humiliating loss of 
the season. 

Dikembe Mutorabo and 
Mookie Blaylock both 
recorded double-doubles 
as the short-handed 
Atlanta Hawks handed the 


winless Clippers their 12th 
consecutive loss. 103-74. 

Mutombo had 1 1 points 
and 1 1 rebounds and 
Blaylock added 13 points 
and 1 1 assists for the 
Hawks. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT IN 
AQABA 

Ground floor. Consists of two bedrooms, open 
kitchen to the sitting and dining rooms, bathroom, 
split aircondrtioning system in all rooms. 

A nice garden, very good location and 
neighbourhood, 100 metres from the MOVENP1CK 
Hotel, telephone line. 

If interested please contact: 

Tel.: (06) 5683159, Fax. (06) 5683172, Amman 
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APARTMENT FOR RENT IN 
UM UTHEINA 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, L-shaped 
salon & dining room, deluxe furniture, central 
heating, telephone & satellite. 

Please call Tel.: 5510794, 4924949 


FOR RENT 

FURNISHED APARTMENTS 

* TWo bedrooms. 

• Three bedrooms. 

CH & telephones. 

Location: Shmeisani, (Shaer Building), near Birds Garden 

Te,: 5667862-079/50504 



TEACHERS NEEDED 


Due to the expansion of its national and international programs , The MODERN 
AMERICAN SCHOOL is now recruiting for the upcoming school year 1999/2000. 

II 

* NATIVE ENGLISH SPEAKERS FOR VARIOUS SUBJECTS & LEVELS. 

* JORDANIANS FOR VARIOUS SUBJECTS AND LE\ r ELS 

( Must Be Proficient In English ) 



FOR RENT 

SUPER DELUXE 

1. Semi-villa in Um Utfteina: 3 bedrooms. 

2. Fully furnished first floor in Shmeisani 

Please call Tel.: 5663261 or 5533450 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

FULLY FURNISHED 

Consists of 2 bedrooms, living room, sitting and 
dining room, kitchen, bathroom, central heating and 
telephone. Location: 74 Madina Munawara Road 

Tel.: 5663789 


Study in the United Kingdom 
The gueen’s University of Belfast 



Dr. Mohammad Ahmad and Dr. Gerry Cleary 
will be available for consultation with 
students at the British Council Offices as 
indicated below 

12:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. Tuesday 2 nd March 
12:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. Wednesday 3 rd March 

We will also be available to meet students 
in the Jerusalem International Hotel from 
7pm - 9pm on the Tuesday and Wednesday. 

For appointments and enquiries 
Contact Miss Ruba Zakaria 
The British Council 
Tel: 4636147 /8 

e-mail : ruba.zakaria@bc-ammamsprinLcom 
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The British Council 

Registered in England as charity no. 209131 
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Israeli closure bars sick 
Palestinian from Jerusalem 

Closure ‘propaganda’ for elections — PNA official 


Agencies 

ISRAELI SOLDIERS on 
Sunday barred the nine-year- 
old son of the Palestinian intel- 
ligence chief from entering 
Jerusalem for medical treat- 
ment, hows alter sealing off 
Palestinian areas, a Palestinian 
security official said. 

“Hussein Tirawi is nine years 
old. he has a permit to enter 
Jerusalem and be has been 
going for treatment from an 
accident for three years and the 
soldiers know him. Hie sol- 
diers turned him and his moth- 
er back to Jericho without gjv- . 
mg a reason." said the senior ' 
official insisting on anonymi- 
ty 

An Israeli police spokes- 
woman confirmed they were 
denied entry but said this was 
because the mother who was 
travelling with the boy had 
failed to produce a special per- 
mit needed at the time of clo- 
sure and the case was not a 
health emergency. 

Members of Tirawi s family 
said die Tirawis were turned 
back at an army checkpoint 
near Jerusalem Tawfiq Tirawi 
Hussein's father, is West Bank 
intelligence chief. He lives in 
sett-ruled Jericho. 

Israel imposed the closure 


early cm Sunday ahead of the 
Jewish festival of Purim. 
which has been marked in 
recent years by Arab-Isreeli 
violence. The array said the 
closure would remain in effect 
at least until Wednesday. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu differed 
with his defence minister on 
Palestinian security coopera- 
tion on Sunday, and each cited 
different reasons for the clo- 
sure on the Palestinian territo- 
ries. 

Netanyahu said the closure, 
which went into effect Sunday 
at midnight ('2200 GMT), was 
necessary because the 
Palestinian National Authority 
(PNA) was not fulfilling its 
commitments to fight anti- 
Israel attacks, particularly by 
the Islamic militant group 
Hamas. 

“They haven't lifted a fin- 
ger:.. agains t Hamas," 
Netanyahu told Israel's army 
radio. 

By contrast. Defence 
Minister Mosbe Arens said 
there was effective security 
cooperation. 

“We have cooperation today, 
I would say, on a good level” 
Arens told Israel Radio. “It’s 
dear that the Palestinian 
[National] Authority is not 


interested in terrorist attacks.” 

A senior Palestinian official 
assailed Israel for sealing its 
borders Sunday with the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, linking 
the move to Netanyahu's strug- 
gling campaign for rejection. 

‘This is a wrong and aggres- 
sive step which violates peace 
agreements and hurts the 
Palestinian people.” said Nabil 
Shaath, international coopera- 
tion minister in the PNA. 

“This is one more propagan- 
da operation for the Israeli 
elections,” he said, referring to 
general elections in May. 

Shaath noted that the closure 
prevents tens of thousands of 
Palestinians from reaching day 
jobs in Israel and prevents 
trade and travel between the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

“This damages the 
Palestinian people's economic 
life,” he told AFP. adding that 
“Israel has never arrested a 
worker with a legal permit for 
committing an attack on Israeli 
security." 

Palestinian preventive secu- 
rity chief Jibrfi A1 Rajoub said 
the closure was imposed as a 
form of collective punishment 
for the Palestinian people and 
their authority and not because 
Israel received warnings of 
attacks. 


During previous closures, 
several Palestinians have died 
at checkpoints after being pre- 
vented from entering Israel for 

tffxiLi i ifinL 

Palestinian wounded in 
protest against settlement 

Meanwhile, a Palestinian 
teenager was wounded by 
Israeli soldi ere Sunday when 
villagers clashed with Jewish 
settlers building a new road on 
land near Tulkarem, witnesses 
said 

The incident occurred when 
about 30 residents of Shufah 
began digging up a road bull- 
dozed two days earlier across 
village fields by Israelis from 
the nearby Jewish settlement 
of Avne Hafetz in the northern 
West Bank, they said 
About 30 Israeli soldiers and 
settlers arrived to protect the 
road and scuffles broke out. 

The troops opened fire with 
rubber-coated metal bullets, 
slightly injuring one 17-year- 
old Palestinian, they said 
One man was hurt in a simi- 
lar clash Saturday outside the 
Palestinian-run town of 
Bethlehem, where Jewish set- 
tlers recently set up a new form 
in an apparent bid to create a 
new- Jewsh enclave. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Kuwait stages poultry beauty contest 

KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — A Kuwaiti “in love with die beauty of 
chickens" has held the second annual pageant for the best-looking 
cock and hen in this oil-rich emirate, a newspaper reported 
Sunday. Ahmad A1 Said, an amateur breeder who has long cam- 
paigned for a committee to represent Kuwait’s chickens, told the 
A]V^randa3ytfiarl20tnidsparticipatedinIridaysgrueUingl0- 
bour contest at a farm west of Kuwait City. The finest went before 
a three-strong jury in the final who judged them on the attractive- 
ness of their comb, chest, legs, beak, eyes and body. In a close- 
fought final before which the jurors had to swear an oath in front 
of the packed gallery not to use “waste." or influence, “The 
Shark” and '‘Rumour 1 ’ emerged at the top of the pecking order as 
finest rooster and hen. 

Falae to contest Nigerian elections 

ABUJA (AP) — Atop aide to Nigerian presidential candkbteOlu 
Falae said Sunday that Saturday’s election was “completely 
rigged” and that Ffalae plans to contest the election results. The 
announcement cast a shadow over an election that had been billed 
as a rare chance to bring democracy to Africa’s most-populous 
country after 15 years of military rule. The presidential election 
was only the third in Nigerian history. Falae and lop officials in his 
Alliance for Democracy Party — as well as the All Peoples Party 
feat also backed his candidacy — were heading to fee capital city 
of Abuja to meet wife election officials, said the aide, p£ury secre- 
tary Sunday Durodola. ‘The vote was completely rigged,” 
Durodola said in a telephone interview from Lagos. Nigeria's 
commercial capital. “We have not had free and fair elections and 
Falae win contest this” (see earlier story on page 41 

Ex-British official says euro will fail 

LONDON (APt — A former governing Labour Party treasury 
chief on Sunday announced fee formation of a new group aimed 
at slopping Prime Minister Tony Blair adopting the euro, and pre- 
dicted a quick collapse of fee new European currency. The move 
by Denis Healey, who as chancellor of the exchequer in the 1 970s 
presided overa British balance-of-payments crisis feat rocked the 
pound reflected a deepening national dispute over whether to 
abandon the Sterling. “An economic recession win require fee 
existing members of European Monetary Union (EMU) to have 
different interest rates and exchange rates.” Healey said in an 
interview wife GMTV. T myself believe that EMU will probably 
break down before Blair is called on to take a decision whether or 
not Britain should join." added Healey. 

‘Netanyahu at fault for peace deadlock* 

CAIRO (AFP) — Belgian Deputy Prime Minister Elio Di Rupo 
on Sunday blamed Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu 
for fee “catastrophic’ ' stalemate facing Arab- Israeli peace talks. 
“We agreed wife President [Hosni] Mubarak feat Israeli Prime 
Minister Netanyahu is responsible for fee stalemate." Di Rupo 
told reporters after meeting fee Egyptian head of state here. ‘The 
stalemate facing the peace process is a catastrophe. It is necessary 
to find a way of resuming fee peace process after the Israeli elec- 
tions, otherwise violence win erupt anew in the region,'' he said 
Di Rupo. who is also Belgium's minister of economy, and other 
senior cabinet ministers are accompanying Belgian Crown Prince 
Philippe to Cairo on a three-day visit to explore investment oppor- 
tunities in Egypt. 

Egyptians appeal for lair’ Ocalan trial 

CAIRO (AFP) — Around 1 ,500 Egyptian intellectuals, including 
Nobel Literature laureate Naguib Mahfouz. on Sunday urged 
Turkey to give captured Kurdish rebel leader Abdullah Ocalan a 
“fair trial” “We personally appeal to fee Turkish President 
[Suleyman Demirel] to give Kurdish leader Abdullah Ocalan a 
fair tnal and guarantees.” the signatories said in a petition of which 
AFP received a copy. 

Taleban guarantee safety of U.N. staff 

KABUL (AFP) — Leaders of Afghanistan’s Taleban militia 
Sunday assured full safety and security for United Nations staff if 
they returned to Kabul UN. special envoy Lakhdar Ibrahimi said 
after talks wife fee hardline Islamic militia. ‘Today, they gave us 
very strong assurances” that fee safety of UN. staff win be "fully 
guaranteed," he told reporters before leaving for Islamabad after 
fee one-day visit The U.N. withdrew its international staff after an 
Italian officer. Colonel Carmine Calo, was shot dead m Kabul 
hours after fee Aug. IK) US. cruise missile attacks on alleged 
Saudi terrorist Osama Ben Laden's suspected base in 
Afghanistan. 


Iraq sends arms reports 
to U.N. , refuses to deal 
with disarmament panel 


BAGHDAD fR) — Iraq said 
on Sunday it had presented a 
report on destruction of its 
prohibited weapons to the 
United Nations Security 
Council but insisted it would 
not deal with a UN. panel on 
disarming the country. 

Oil Minister Amir 
Mohammad Rashid, at a 
news conference marking the 
anniversary of oil nationalisar 
tion, also warned that Iraq 
would soon teach patrolling 
Western warplanes a “good 
lesson” that would end two 
no-fly zones in its north and 
south. 

“We are hoping in fee very 
near future that they are 
taught., a lesson." he said, 
referring to U.S. and British 
planes enforcing the zones set 
up to protect Iraqi Kurds in 
the north and Muslim Shiites 
in the south from possible 
attacks by Baghdad. 

“What is good about the 
Americans is that when they 
are taught a good lesson they 
will withdraw quickly,” 
Rashid said. 

He did not elaborate on 
what form the lesson might 
take. 

Rashid said Iraq had sent 
the disarmament documents 
to the United Nations “to 
make the Security Council 
aware of what Iraq has imple- 
mented in all the different 
areas of prohibited weapons... 
so that sanctions be lifted 
totally and immediately." 

The United Nations has 
said, however, it will not lift 
sanctions until it has account- 
ed for all Iraq's weapons of 
mass destruction ami been 
satisfied on other issues. 

The Security Council has 
set up a new 20-member 
panel on ways of reviving its 
disarmament programme in 
Iraq after Baghdad banned 
weapons inspectors from the 
UN. Special Commission 
(UNSCOM) and the 
International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA). 

The ban followed four days 
of intensive air and missile 
strikes on Iraq led by the 


United States in mid- 
December. 

Baghdad has rejected the 
new panel and two others set 
up by the Security Council to 
review the humanitarian situ- 
ation and resolve the issue of 
Kuwaitis missing since the 
1991 Gulf War and property 
seized by Iraq after its 1990 
invasion of Kuwait 

“We are not dealing with the 
[UN.] panels in any way.” 
Rashid said. “It doesn’t con- 
cern us in any way so we will 
not deal with the three panels 
because they did not consult 
us." 

But Rashid said Baghdad 
would welcome a visit to Iraq 
by the bead of the UN. disar- 
mament panel Brazilian UN. 
envoy Celso Amorim, provid- 
ed he came “as ambassador of 
Brazil to the U.N.. not as a 
head of any of these panels.” 

Iraq criticised the panels last 
month, saying they would 
cause months of delay while 
international sanctions 
imposed over Iraq's invasion 
of Kuwait remained in place. 

Rashid contested figures 
given by U.S. officials on 
destruction of Iraqi air 
defences in a spate of recent 
strikes by Western warplanes 
challenged over the no-fly 
zones. 

“What they are saying are 
not the facts. They are falling 
in their action ” Rashid said. 

A U.S. defence official said 
on Tuesday that U.S. and 
British warplanes had 
destroyed about 20 per cent of 
Iraq's anti-aircraft missile bat- 
teries. 

An Iraqi newspaper urged 
fee Arab League on Sunday to 
work wife some of fee UN. 
Security Council's permanent 
members to end fee no-fly 
zones, which Baghdad says 
are illegal. 

“If there are major foreign 
countries... calling for non- 
interference in Iraq's affairs... 
the Arabs, therefore, should 
work with these [UN.] per- 
manent members... to stop 
aggression ” the ruling Baaih 
Party paper A1 Ttaawra said. 



BUDDHIST MONKS PREPARE FOR MAGHAPUJA DAY: Two Buddhist monks 
Sunday stroll past Temple of the Emerald Buddha in Bangkok. Thai Buddhists will 
celebrate the full moon day on March 1, Maghapuja Day, the day 1,250 monks 
ordained by the Buddha gathered without notice and the day the Buddha taught 
for the first time his tea citings (AP photo) 

Ethiopia ‘debating’ ceasefire 
with Eritrea, claims ‘total victory’ 


ADDIS ABABA (AFP) — 
Ethiopia's government was 
Sunday “debating” its stance 
on a potential ceasefire in its 
border war wife Eritrea, a gov- 
ernment source said, after the 
armed forces claimed ‘Total 
victory.’* 

Eritrean Presidential Chief of 
Staff Yemane Ghebremeskd 
said in Asmara on Sunday that 
Ethiopian forces had launched 
a new attack against the 
Eritrean army on the western 
Badrne front at around 11:00 
a_m. local time. 

Eritrean troops were defend- 
ing themselves, be told AFP. 

At 10:45 am local time, he 
had declared: “There is no 
fighting at all up to now.” 

In the Ethiopian capital the 
source said fee government of 
Rime Minister Meles Zenawi 
was “debating [and™] will soon 
make its response known," a 
day after President Issaias 
Afeworid in Asmara agreed to 
a peace plan. 

“A total victory for Ethiopian 
defence forces was achieved on 
Friday, Feb. 26, 1999 in the 


military counteroffensive 
named Operation Sunset," a 
statement from the government 
spokesman’s office said after 
heavy fighting in the Badme 
zone of fee front lines. 

Ethiopian Radio announced 
on Sunday morning that Addis 
Ababa’s troops were in full 
control of Badme. which had 
been taken by Eritrean forces 
soon after fee outset in May last 
year of the fighting, which 
broke out anew this month after 
a relative lull. 

The government 

spokesman’s office reported 
“tens of thousands of enemy 
army personnel captured, killed 
and wounded” in the Badme 
zone, the scene of fierce battles 
since Tuesday, and said dial 
Ethiopian troops “destroyed 
many tanks and heavy artflleiy 
and captured several.” 

The Ethiopians also “cap- 
tured thousands of medium and 
low-level armaments” and 
“shot down and burnt two 
enemy MiG-29 fighter planes." 

On Saturday. Afeworid made 
it known to the UN. Security 


Council feat the Asmara gov- 
ernment would accept a peace 
plan put forward by fee 
Organisation of African Unity 
(OAU), after long stalling over 
the proposals for troop with- 
drawals to pre-war positions 
and neutral demarcation of dis- 
puted frontier territory. 

The UN. Security Council 
welcomed this announcement 
and called for an immediate 
end to hostilities between the 
waning Horn of Africa nations. 

“During Operation Sunset, 
Ethiopian defence forces also 
extended their victoty" the 
Addis Ababa statement said, 
prior to the statement in 
Asmara that renewed fighting 
had begun. 

“The enemy has been totally 
routed out of the area." 

“One hundred kilometres of 
trenches dug and heavily forti- 
fied on tire border, surrounded 
by anti-personnel and anti- 
vehicle landmines, have been 
captured The army of 
Resident Issaias have suffered 
a monumental and humiliating 
defeat." 


Italian 
premier 
plans to 
ask Clinton 
for support 
for Kurds 


ROME (AP) — Italian 
premier Massimo D Alema 
says he will ask U.S. 
President Bill Clinton to push 
Turkey to recognise civil 
rights "for Kurds and to give a 
fair trial to Abdullah Ocalan. 
the Kurdish leader impris- 
oned in Turkey. 

D'Alema is scheduled to 
meet with Clinton on Friday 
in Washington during a long- 
scheduled'visiL 

Italy is “against terrorism 
and for the territorial integrity 
of Tuikey." a reference for 
fee nearly 15-year-old war in 
southeastern Turkey between 
Ocalan ‘s rebels and Turkish 
troops. D'Alema said in an 
interview published Sunday 
in Rome daily n Messasgero. 
“However. we can’t 
renounce defending democ- 
ratic principles." 

Italy temporarily sheltered 
Ocalan. branded by both 
Washington and Ankara as a 
terrorist for two months after 
he requested political asylum. 
Rome refused to extradite 
him to Turkey because it 
opposed fee death penalty. 

After Ocalan left Italy in 
January, he roomed about for 
a country to take him. and 
eventually was captured in 
Kenya by Turkish comman- 
dos and spirited off to Turkey, 
where he awaits trial on 
charges of terrorism which 
could bring the death penalty. 

“We can’t establish hierar- 
chies among the civil and 
political righLs of different 
peoples, considering the 
Kosovars major league and 
the Kurds minor league” 
D'Alema continued. 

“Thus we must ask Turkey 
for the recognition of those 
rights, starting with a fair trial 
for Ocalan. And if the United 
States also asks that, the pos- 
sibility for success obviously 
increases a lot." the newspa- 
per quoted the premier as 
saving. 

There has been concern by 
human rights monitors both 
in Turkey and aboard over 
whether Ocalan can get a fair 
trial there. Ankara insists the 
trial, by a state security court, 
will be fair. 

Starting Monday. 

D'Alema, the first former 
communist to lead an Italian 
government will join in a 
meeting in Milan of 
European socialist leaders. 

Pushing his crusade for 
Italian political reform. 
D’Alema indicated he would 
support an extended two- 
year-term for President Oscar 
Luigi Scalfaro. whose seven- 
year-term runs out in May. 


Arafat to discuss statehood with Clinton on March 23 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — Yasser 
Arafat will meet U.S. 
President Bill Clinton chi 
March 23 to discuss U.S. and 
European appeals to the 
Palestinian leader ro postpone 
a declaration of independence 
planned for May, a senior 
Palestinian official said 
Sunday. 

“President Arafat is continu- 
ing his programme of discus- 
sions with our friends on the 
statehood issue and will meet 
with President Clinton on 
March 23 at the White 
House,” Nabil Shaath, fee 
minister for international 
cooperation, told AFP. 

Tor now our plan remains 
to announce the establishment 


of a state on May 4, but we 
wall listen to our friends and 
are discussing their proposals" 
for a delay. Shaath said. 

The Palestinians assert they 
have the right to proclaim their 
independence unilaterally on 
May 4 when the five-year 
interim autonomy period 
agreed with Israel in the Oslo 
accords expires. 

The right-wing Israeli gov- 
ernment of Pnme Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu insists 
existing peace agreements 
oblige the Palestinians to con- 
tinue negotiating a permanent 
arrangement for the occupied 
territories even after May 4. 

Netanyahu has warned 
repeatedly that a statehood 


declaration would destroy the 
peace process and lead Israel 
to annex parts of the West 
Bank and take other harsh 
measures in response. 

The United States. Europe 
and other countries have urged 
Arafat to delay a statehood 
move, especially because May 
4 will fall at the height of cam- 
paigning for Israeli general 
elections on May 17 and 
would likely help nationalist 
hardliners in the polls. 

Palestinian officials said 
Arafat was demanding in 
exchange for any delay that 
the United States and Europe 
back fee idea of Palestinian 
statehood and agree feat the 
postponement of an indepen- 


dence declaration will not be 
too long. 

Arafat also wants fee inter- 
national community to step up 
pressure on Israel to resume 
implementation of frozen 
peace accords. 

Shaath said Arafat would 
also discuss the statehood 
issue in mid-April wife British 
Prime Minister Tony Blair in 
London and wife fee foreign 
ministers of Mediterranean 
states meeting in mid-April in 
Stuttgart Germany. 

All fee talks will focus on 
the independence declaration 
and other issues concerning 
fee peace process which has 
been frozen bv the Israeli «*ov- 
emmenL" Shaath said. c 




Reformers leading count in Iranian municipal elections 
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TEHRAN (AFP) — Reformers close 
to Iranian President Mohammad 
Khatami seem headed for a decisive 
victory in the Islamic republic's first- 
ever municipal elections, leading by a 
3-1 margin according to preliminary 
results released Sunday. 

Reformers have won 74 municipal 
seats compared to 23 for conservatives 
and 12 for independents, according to 
initial interior ministry tallies from 
some two dozen of Iran's largest towns 
published in newspapers here. 

Final results from another 50 small 
villages also gave the edge to reform- 
ers in Friday's vote, which was pro- 


ceeded by bitter and sometimes violent 
rivalry between the regime's hardliners 
and backfire of the reformist president 
vying for some 200,000 seats nation- 
wide. 

In the capital the main battleground 
between fee two factions where 15 
council seats are at stake, Khatami 
supporters headed by former Interior 
Minister Abdullah Nouri are leading in 
fee polling. 

Reformers Mohammad Ibrahim 
Asgharzadeh. involved in the 1979 
hostage-taking at fee U.S. embassy, 
fonner intelligence ministry chief Said 
Hajarian and fotmei Deputy Interior 


Minister Mohammad Atrianfar are 
also faring well. 

Candidates from the Islamic liberal 
opposition are also “very well placed,” 
sources close to the interior ministry 
said, adding that sociology professor 
Ghdamabbas Tavassoli seems certain 
to win a seat on the Tehran council. 

Tavassoli and three other Tehran 
candidates represented the banned 
Freedom Movement of Iran (FMT). fee 
first time since fee 1979 Islamic revo- 
lution that the opposition group has 
been allowed to field hopefuls for 
office. 

In the opposition stronghold city of 


Isfahan, reformers appear to have won 
handily and are also leading in fee 
provincial capital of Sari on fee 
Caspian Sea. 

Women candidate.? also fared well 
overall with Jaraileh Kadivar. wife of 
Culture Minister Atoallah Mohajerani. 

getting strong support in Tehran and 
others enjoying good results in Bahar 
in fee western province oFHaraedan. 

The victories signal good news for 
reformers, who may have the opportu- 
nity to wrest control of parliament 
from hardliners in next spring’s parlia- 
mentary elections. 

But the interior ministry said 




